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INTRODUCTION 


T HE life of Maximilian I of Austria is not only 
a great historical drama of the last Holy 
Roman Emperor of the ancient regime, but it almost 
attains to the romantic interest of an epic poem, 
with a royal knight for its hero, in the closing day 
of mediaeval chivalry. 

Maximilian stands forth as a typical figure of his 
time ; heir to the great traditions of a Caesar, a 
Theodoric, and a Charlemagne, he dreamed of 
mighty deeds and sought to carry out his high ideal, 
inspired at once by real patriotism and a lofty am- 
bition for his race. He could never rest satisfied 
with the near present, but laboured with enthusiasm 
for distant aims whose fruition he would never see. 
Again and again he was doomed to disappointment 
in his political career, for his restless energy and 
many-sided point of view interfered with that narrow, 
dogged persistence in one definite aim which wins 
success. The will-o’-the-wisp of Italian conquest 
had an invincible attraction for him, and lured him 
on — as it did many a King of France — to failure and 
disaster. 

An idealist and a dreamer, the Emperor won his 
truest claim to greatness, not so much by his wars 
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every phase of modern thought and aspiration. His 
keen appreciation atul eager encouragement of the 
new spirit of the. age in literature and art made him 
the beloved of the scholar atul the poet, who both 
welcomed him as the ideal Emperor of Dante’s vision. 

Full of the joy of life which rose superior to every 
disappointment, a most gallant soldier who created 
the splendid “ landsknecht e " for his country a ser- 
vice, a fearless, unrivalled hunter, a writer on every 
subject under the sun ; he was also the very mirror 
of knightly courtesy. The wonderful fascination of 
his genial, gracious manner, and his sympathetic tact 
in personal intercourse, with rich and poor, won all 
hearts. Kaiser Max, as his people called him, was 
the darling of his Herman and Tyrolese .objects. 
He was the first patriot king of modern times, and 
his proud motto “My honour is Herman honour, 
and German honour is my honour,’’ shows us how 
he felt himself one in joy and sorrow, in defeat and 
in glory, with his people. 

As for the greatness of his House of Hapsburg, in 
this, by diplomacy and by alliances, he \V;tH Hu 
supremely successful that it was mainly due to 
him that his grandson Charles V became the monarch 
of a world-wide Empire on which the sun never 
set. Maximilian had the defects of ins qualities. 
He was generous and extravagant, lie formed mag- 
nificent plans which he was unable, to carry out, he 
was self-confident and vain-glorious with a naive, 
airy conceit, seeing all his deeds through a rosy 
glamour. But these very failings make him more 
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his dying hours were soothed and comforted by 
listening once more to the famous deeds of his an- 
cestors, for the ruling passion was strong in death. 

As we look upon the wonderful monument in the 
Hofkirche at Innsbruck, raised by his will and 
according to his design, we seem dimly to realise the 
glamour and romance of Maximilian’s ideals. He 
kneels in the centre surrounded by the four cardinal 
virtues. Around the nave, in a long line of bronze 
statues, is gathered the stately company of heroes 
and saints of his race — or his dreams — who keep 
their silent watch, in one long, unbroken vigil, over 
the departed greatness of the Holy Roman Empire. 
For, by the irony of fate, the magnificent tomb is 
empty, and the dust of Maximilian rests elsewhere. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE 

The meaning and value of Maximilian's title “ Romanorum Imperator 
semper Augustus ” — Descent of the Holy Roman Empire from the 
Dominion of the Ccesars — A brief review of the u Decline and Fall ” 
which left Rome the centre of the religious power of the Church — In- 
fluence of the Emperor Constantine — Invasion of the Goths — The 
coming of Charlemagne — The story of his successors — Emperor and 
Pope — Pope Gregory VII triumphs, 1273 — The Hapsburgs enter 
on the scene — Visionary hopes of Dante — The secret of the Church's 
power in the Middle Ages . 

B Y way of introduction to the history of the 
Emperor Maximilian I, it may he well to 
explain the meaning and value of his stately title : 
“ Romanorum Imperator semper Augustus.” These 
words carry on a splendid tradition : the descent 
of the Holy Roman Empire from the world-wide 
dominion of a Caesar Augustus. 

I need not dwell here upon the familiar and en- 
thralling story of the “ Decline and Fall” of the 
mighty Empire of Rome, when the pride of imperial 



sway was nnany nummeu in me uusr ny im* con- 
quering hordes of Northern Barbarians who learnt, 
in tim e, to revere tluit which they destroyed, and 
to accept the Faith and (he civilisation of their 
forerunners. After centuries of fierce strife and 
bloodshed, of anarchy and desolation, the conver- 
sion of Constantine changed the face of the world, 
for Rome in her fall left the Christian Church as an 
enduring witness and, when the Empire fell to piece-;, 
the Eternal City still remained the cent nod' a religions 
power which rivalled the secular dominion of bygone 
Emperors. 

The Emperor Constantine was also responsible for 
hastening the division of the Empire, hy moving the 
imperial residence to Byzantium: this being finally 
settled on the death of Theodosius (a.i>. di)f>), when 
Arcadius succeeded to the. Eastern Empire and 
Honorius to the. Western. Next we follow the 
devastating course of an Alurie and an Attila, and 
we see the Frankish kingdom rise above its rivals 
in power and dignity, until Charles Martel saves 
Europe and Christianity by his decisive victory on 
the field of Poitiers, over the terrible host of Arab 
invaders. 

Once more, East and West art* united under tin* 
strong rule of Odoacer the son of a Skyman chieftain, 
who in his turn is overthrown hy Theudorieh the 
Ostrogoth, the first Barbarian Emperor who, from 
his palace at Verona, sucks to strengthen the ancient 
policy of Rome, to mote. out. equal laws, and t o revive 
the study of letters. We see the feeble successors 
of Theodorioh deposed by the wise Justinian 



into counties and dukedoms, and is renowned m 
the annals of peace by his enduring Code of Roman 
Law. As new kingdoms rise and fall, and with 
ever-changing fortune of war and conquest, the 
centuries pass on ; we reach at length a new era in 
the world’s history. 

More than three hundred years had elapsed since 
the last Csesar of the Western Empire had resigned 
his post and left the Emperor of the East sole ruler 
of the Roman world when, from a far corner of 
Europe, a great chieftain came to the front. It 
was not from the exhausted soil of Italy that the 
coming deliverer was to arise, for the hopes of men 
were turned towards the Frankish kingdom which 
was now supreme amongst the lordships which had 
risen from the ruins of Roman power. The Frank 
had ever been faithful to Rome, and the destined 
hero, the Lord of Western Europe, had already 
earned the title of Champion of the Holy See. It 
was from the alliance of secular and religious power 
that arose the settled Empire of the West, on that 
eventful Christmas Day, a.d. 800, when in the 
ancient Basilica of St. Peter, Charlemagne, and his 
captains of war were assembled to hear Mass. 

The scene rises before us in all its solemn majesty. 
We see, behind the arch of triumph, the apse filled 
with a stately array of priests in row above row, 
while in the midst rose high the Bishop’s curule 
throne. Prostrate before the high altar knelt Charle- 
magne, wearing the chlamys and sandals of a Roman 
Patrician, when Pope Leo III came down from hia 



the brow of tbe Frankish chieftain. Then as the 
Pontiff bent in obeisance before the Emperor, the 
acclamations of the multitude greeted his election 
with the ancient cry : “ To Charles the most pious 
Augustus, crowned by God, the great peace-giving 
Emperor, Life and Victory ! ” 

Charlemagne had already received the silver crown 
of Germany at Aix-la-Chapelle and the iron crown 
of Lombardy at Milan, and by this ceremonial act 
accepted the golden diadem of Rome, as coming 
naturally to him by right of his high position. The 
Pope crowns him, not by any special authority, 
but simply “ as the instrument of God’s providence 
which has pointed out Charlemagne as the chosen 
person to lead the Christian commonwealth.” The 
people by their applause merely accept the Emperor 
presented to them. 

But this event assumed a very different aspect 
in the years to come, when the relation between 
Pope and Emperor would be no longer one of mutual 
support, but too often of strife and rivalry. Then 
the Emperor would be convinced that his great 
ancestor had won the imperial dominion by right of 
conquest ; while the Pontiff would maintain that 
Pope Leo, as God’s earthly Vicar, gave the crown 
to the man of his choice. We wonder whether 
Charlemagne himself had any premonition of the 
inference which might be drawn in the future from 
the precedent of his coronation by Leo III ? Some 
accounts represent him as having been surprised 
and disconcerted by this sudden conclusion of his 
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act of reverence before the altar of St. Peter’s ; and 
we cannot forget that he crowned his son Lewis 
with his own hand. 

Whether the honour was prematurely thrust upon 
him or not, henceforth a halo of imaginative splendour 
surrounded this renewal of the Empire, for he was 
believed to have attained to nothing less than the 
lordship of the world. 

We can but briefly glance at the tangled story of 
the successors of Charlemagne. His son Lewis was 
too feeble to uphold the mighty inheritance, and 
was driven by his very piety and gentleness to divide 
the Empire amongst his three rebellious sons, with 
the inevitable and fatal result of civil war and mutual 
destruction. From north and south the Barbarians 
rushed in, endless strife and cruel oppression of the 
weak followed the breaking up a great empire, until 
the overwhelming extent of the evil worked its own 
cure in the end. The German princes united in 
self-defence and chose an overlord of the race of 
Charlemagne, Conrad Duke of Franconia, and his 
successor Henry the Fowler, prepared the way for the 
strong monarchy of his son Otto the Great. This 
chivalrous prince had rescued the widowed Queen 
of Italy, Adelheid, who later became his wife. The 
appeal of his courage and his knightly fame won the 
hearts of the people, who felt that here was a man 
worthy to be the supreme Emperor whom they so 
greatly needed. Otto crossed the Alps with a 
mighty Saxon host, and, with Adelheid as his Empress, 
he was crowned by Pope John II in the Roman 
Church of St. John Lateran, on February 2, a.d. 962. 
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MAXIMILIAN THE 


It is interesting to trace the origin of first undying 
and deeply rooted desire in the Middle Ain-s, both 
for a visible centre of Religion and of Umpire. That 
intensely practical age could only grasp its ideal 
in a concrete form, and to such a state of mind the 
Universal Faith and the Universal Umpire appealed 
with irresistible force. Through the long ages of 
strife and change, the power of the Church in Home 
had been steadily growing, while her dogmas became 
more fixed and definite, until the simple teaching of 
the Christian Cospel could scarcely be recognised in 
the theological doctrines given forth with authority 
at Conclave and Council. The visible Church with 
its mighty Pontiff, whose absolute rule, by means of 
a well-graded hierarchy, extended to the whole 
priesthood throughout the known world alone held 
the keys of heaven and ruled supreme over the souls 
of men. The Crusades were a symbol of this belief 
in things seen- in the efficacy of outward deeds; 
thus it was easier for a man to go forth with pomp 
and tumult to fight the Turk, than to stay at home 
and conquer his evil passions. 

And as in the religious world, s<> in the temporal, 
men recognised the absolute need of a universal 
State and one supreme Lord. This instinctive belief 
was an inheritance transmitted from the awe and 
respect with which the Roman Umpire had ever been 
looked upon by the Barbarian world, in the days 
when it was finis expressed by the (loth Athanarieh 
in the market-place of Constantinople : "Without 
doubt the Emperor is a Cod upon earth, and he who 
attacks him is guilty of his own blood." 
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As the Pope was the Vicar of God, so the Empe: 
was His Viceroy on earth, to rule men in this ] 
and to ensure their obedience to the Church which 
was his duty to protect. Tlius were linked togetl 
the Holy Roman Church and the Holy Rom 
Empire ; and in the religious writing of the Midi 
Ages, the rights and privileges of both are learn e< 
proved by an endless variety of texts and fanei 
allegories in the Bible. 

In the person of Otto the Great, the Rorr 
Empire and the Gorman Kingdom were united un< 
one. rule. In Germany he was Head both of Gun 
and State, and lie transformed the Germans fron 
collection <>f tribes into a single people with a feel: 
of national life. Here he was on safe ground; 1 
the much-vaunted alliance of Pope, and Empe 
was destined to prove most precarious anddeeepti 
After the death of Otto I in 973, the next Empe 
of note was his grandson Ot to HI, who chose th 
successive Popes ; with the assistance of one 
these, his tutor, the learned Herbert (Sylvester II), 
sought to reform the world by mystic and religi< 
influences for which the times were notripe. Anot 
ambition of his was to carryout his father’s plan 
drawing Italy and Germany more closely together i 
uniting them in the bonds of fellowship. But t 
ardent saintly youth did not live long enough 
* carry out his inspired plans, and was lamented 

" the wonder of the world ” by a sorrowing peo] 
Otto III left no heir, and was followed by a suec 
sion of incompetent rulers until, under Henry ! 
the Empire once more reached its high-water nu 
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and even obtained from a Roman Synod the right 
of making and deposing Popes. 

This was but a passing interlude, for in 1073 a 
great Pontiff was to arise who would assert and 
maintain the absolute dominion of spiritual authority, 
proclaiming that to the Vicar of God all men are 
subject and all rulers responsible. It was the famous 
Hildebrand, Pope Gregory VII, who exalted the 
Pope’s authority to a height never attained before ; 
he brought a rebellious Emperor (Henry IV) as a 
lowly suppliant to his feet, and wrote a letter of 
unheard-of audacity to William the Conqueror. He 
also had the foresight to vest the election of future 
Popes in the College of Cardinals, with whom it has 
remained ever since. 

Henceforth the power of the Church was to pre- 
vail ; it was not weakened by long minorities, and 
had but little to fear from rebellion amongst the great 
world-wide army of the dependent priesthood. Yet 
the struggle continued with varying fortunes until 
we find Frederick I, surnamed by the Italians 
" Barbarossa,” as masterful in his claim for the 
Empire as Hildebrand had been for the Church. 
Meantime a new power was slowly coming to the 
front which would in time be too mighty for both 
Pope and Emperor ; the cities were beginning to 
feel their strength and to insist upon their rights. 
A cry for freedom was heard in the land, and under 
the just and temperate rule of the great Frederick, 
a Third Order slowly and steadily arose to claim 
dominion in the State. In after days, when cruelty 
and oppression were at their worst, the legend grew 


THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE 


that the red-bearded Emperor would awake fro 
his enchanted sleep in the far-off mountain cave whe 
they had hidden him, and that his shield woo 
once more be hung out in his camp, as a signal 
help to the oppressed and down-trodden. 

In 1273 we see the coming of the Hapsburgs unc 
Rudolf of Austria, 1 who was chosen by the electc 
under a threat from Pope Gregory X, that “ 
they did not choose an Emperor, he would 
so/' A new era had now arisen when the Emp: 
slowly declined in authority, although it still surviv 
as an international power, for in it were centx 
nobility and knighthood, supported by the gre 
Orders of chivalry. In the literary revival of t] 
period, the Empire was exalted as the model of 
Christian Commonwealth, and we find Dante looki 
towards his beloved Emperor, Henry VII, as t 
mainstay of his political hopes. Men of law sin 
the visionary zeal of the poet, and they solemi 
declare that “ no laws can bind the Emperor, 
whom all Christendom is of right subject, and w 
is answerable only to God.” Yet when Frederick I 
the father of Maximilian, received the iron crown 
Lombardy as well as the imperial crown in 141 
these honours brought with them no real authori 
although the later Hapsburg Emperors still clung 
the visionary belief that the imperial rights of th 
predecessors would strengthen at home their dynas 
and personal claims. Frederick III was the 1 
Emperor to be crowned in Rome, for, as Gibbon sa 

1 Rudolf liad been faithful to the Empire, and had accompanied 
gallant, chivalrous young Conradin on his fatal journey to Italy. 


toilsome pilgrimage in tin* Vatican, and r**sf tin 
imperial i if le on f he choice of f |u> oloriors off iermanv 
For l>v this tint*' f ho Holy Homan Kmpin* was In 
in the (iermanio, although the title pave a proeeden 
amongst flu* nations of Kurope. 

If the Umpire brought neither torritorv n, 
treasure, it still had influence and prestige in 1 1 
light <if its former glory. The" King of the Homans 
was still " tin 1 greatest of oart Idy potentate:; in dumb 
and rank." The glory of Home might fade, bt 
the magic of her name remained unchanged thrum- 
the eenfuries. In her literature, her laws, and hi 
institutions she had gathered up all the riehei 
treasures of ancient thought . The language whit 
sin' had inherited from her great a. ace .tor , anti tl 
religion which she had m ule her own, had found 
new home wherevercivili- ation had spread throiighot 
the world. 

The power of the Holy Homan Kmpin* and th 
Holy Roman Chureh had arisen in an age when me 
bowed low before authority and tradition, as th 
only safeguards in a world of violence and lawlej 
disorder. The wise thinker, who alone was eupuhl 
of asserting his own private judgment, could nr 
fail to See that to do so Would be another element < 
unrest, and, for the most part, held bis peace. Th 
only hope of salvation for the world was in absolut 
unreasoning obedience ; and this could best be cn 
forced by spiritual terrors, for tin* mediae al age wa 
one of Faith when, if tin* mystical joys of heaven \vi*r 
vague in their ideal beauty, there was a verv definit 


any rebellion against the powers of the visible; Clm 
The mere layman had only to obey the priest, wl 
business if was to arrange matters for the um 
world, and all would be well. 

An incident of flu* period will illustrate this, 
are fold that a certain La Hire, a rough captain < 
band of soldiers, was on his way to help tin 1 basic 
garrison of Montargis, in the year L127. On 
hurried journey he met a priest and paused to beg 
absolution. He was naturally bidden to confess 
sins first, but La Hire replied : “ ,1 have no time, 
1 am in haste to attack the English ; tnoreov< 
have but done as all soldiers are wont to do.” 
priest having unwillingly consented to this 
canonical act, the soldier hastened onwards to bn 1 
with his mind quite at rest either for this work 
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BIRTH ANI) MNEAOH OF MAX1MIU W HI , 
HARDY UFK 

M40 1463 

The Emperor Frederick ///, father »•/ Ma ttmtlutn Hi$ fm*nd*»h%p 
with i'flW Silvio Pitmlimini {Pope l*m.a It) Fmirrv'k tit 
marries Eleonora of Portugal feast Imperial ( •t onau- n *?$ F. ant. 
—Fall of Constantinople, HtW Fifth * f St at %m than, l ih\t H%* 
youth and education He is hetr>4hed to Mane, daughter of t 'harU-i 
of Burgundy . 

T HE last, chapter has brought down the liir.f « >rv 
of the Holy Homan Empire to tin* time of 
the Emperor Frederick 111, t he father of Maxi- 
milian. On the death of his cum, in, Albert fl, m 
1444, after a reign of two year*. Kreiieii, k I hike of 
Styria, a Hapsburg of the younger line, was elected 
as Iris successor, hut unfortunately he had umber 
the courage nor the energy needful at that eritteal 
time in the condition of Europe, (irrnmnv, weak 
and divided, found herself threatened on everv sale 
by powerful neighbours, and the new ruler was n,4 
equal to command the political situation, f,,r he was 
even unable to defend himself against hi . rebellious 
subjects. 

No historian appears to have a good Word to ■ a* 
for him; he is described as "slow and old, i'luatie 


his interest in affairs of State, from which he turned 
away with relief to devote himself to his favourite 
pursuits of gardening, alchemy, and astrology. Yet 
if other qualities predominated in his later years, 
he must have had some youthful spirit and energy, 
for we hear of his joining eagerly in an expedition 
to the Holy Land when a mere hoy. 

An interesting incident, which gives us a very vivid 
idea of those stormy days, took place in the year 
1444, only a few years after Frederick III had come 
to the throne of Germany. He was engaged in a 
troublesome war with the Swiss, and it occurred to 
him that he might obtain help from his neighbour 
the King of France. Now it happened at the time 
that Charles YII was much exercised in mind as to 
how he could rid his country of the immense com- 
panies of mercenary ruffians, who had been engaged 
to help in the civil wars of France, and who, when 
not actually engaged in fighting for pay, ravaged 
and destroyed the land which harboured them. 
The “ Journal d’un Bourgeois de Paris ” gives a 
most terrible account of these bands who robbed 
and murdered on all sides, “ making the land desolate, 
villages burnt, churches robbed, and everything 
destroyed . . .” In this application of the Emperor 
Frederick, King Charles saw his opportunity, tie 
resolved to collect all these “ gens terribles, troupeaux 
de voleurs,” and send them to fight against the 
Swiss, and thus be killed or got rid of, under the 
command of his son the Dauphin Louis, whose 

turbulent spirit required some active employment. 
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at last an undisciplined multitude of about dU.tMlO, 
led by their own. captains, Lombard, Da eon, 

Breton, English, Hootch, Spanish .-•t forth with 
a boy of twenty-one at their head, afterwards 
Louis XL They spread terror and dismay on every 
side in the countries through w hieh tiny pu.oed, 
and we cannot wonder that Krederiek inquired, 
“Why so great an army of barbarians had come { 
and soon had ctiuse t<» dread hi.* allies more than his 
enemies. “The mighty horde reached the neigh- 
bourhood of Basel, and there, almost within mUf 
of the fathers of Christendom, who were holding a 
council, the battle of St. Jacques was fought on 
August 2U, M IL A handful of Sui ... fought with 
heroic courage until overwhelmed by numbers . . . 
and never were men known to sell their lives mote 
dearly.” After this victory the Dauphin was able 
to make his own terms with tin- Swiss, after the 
siege of Dambach, where he was wounded in the 
knee by an arrow*. Before the end of the year he 
returned home with an csroit of two thousand 
horsemen, leaving the terrible host of adventurers 
behind, to the dismay and consternation of the 
unfortunate population, who at length rose in fury 
against their devouring foes, 1 hese '* routiers,” 
scattered and undisciplined, were attacked and cut 
to pieces on every side, so that by the following 
April, 1445, Alsace was practically free from their 
reign of terror. Ho it was that this amazing ad- 
venture came to an end ! 

Frederick Hi was fortunate ut the friendship and 


secretary in 1 M2, ant! after being l>isln>|> of Sier 
was elect et 1 Pope in 1 15S, under the nanie of Pius I 
He s\;i A a lit in i>i literary fact es, aiai Itatl bet 
crowned i’l-et J, aureate by Frederick, who sei 
him as his envy to hope ftugenius IV, in .144. 
It was this visit to Rome which tleeitletl Piccolomi 
to turn away truiu hi. pagan life to the study < 
theology aiai enter the Church, in which he Im 
rapid advancement . 

It was when he was Bishop of Siena that, he pr 
sided over one ot the most interesting events in tl 
life ttf his patron Frederick III, who, in that fa 
city, was first introduced to his bride, Kleouom 
Portugal. There is a most, interesting picture 
this meet inn by Pint uriccliin, one of a series in tl 
Bibrary of the lhmmu of Siena, illustrating the who 
life of Hope Bins II. We see the picturesque Bo l” 
t'amollia, on that 24 th day of February, 1452, wit 
a stately company assembled to do honour to tl 
occasion. The Bishop in his mitre stands in tl 
centre, and mi his left hand the fair young prince 
of Portugal, accompanied by her ladies in beaut if 
dresses, while, on the right hand, the Fhnperor elec 
bends forward to clasp hands with his Indy, supports 
by Duke Albert of Austria and the young Kit 
Wladtslav of Hungary and Bohemia. It was his lit 
sight of his future bride, and we may well itnagi: 
his somewhat nervous curiosity. As /Kara Bilv 
himself wrote in his “ Historia Frideriei Imp. 
page id): 


* Nul jest cruwuud in K<uuo. 


bride coming in the distance. But when she drew 
near, and he beheld more clearly her beautiful face 
and royal bearing, he recovered himself and his 
colour returned, and he rejoiced exceedingly. For 
he found that his lovely bride was even more charming 
than report had said, and he was greatly relieved 
to find that he had not been deceived by vain words, 
as so often happens to princes who make their 
marriage contract by means of a procurator.” 

As this lady was the mother of our Emperor 
Maximilian, it will be interesting to tell more about 
her. She came of good lineage on both sides, as 
she was the granddaughter of Philippa of Lancaster, 1 
and she seems to have inherited many of the fine 
qualities of the Plantagenet race. Her father was 
Edouarte King of Portugal, and she was the elder 
sister of King AfEonso III, surnamed the African, 
as his spirit of adventure had led him to make fre- 
quent incursions and conquests in Africa. He was 
keenly alive to the value of making good alliances 
for his sisters ; one he married to the King of Castile, 
and tried to arrange a match for another with. King 
Edward IY of England. This alliance of Frederick 
III with Eleonora was his greatest success. 

In later years Maximilian wrote a very exciting 
account in his " Weisskiinig,” of the journey to Rome 
in great state of the imperial couple, whose marriage 
was finally celebrated in Rome the same year, 1452, 
when Frederick received the iron crown of Lom- 
bardy, and also the imperial crown from the hands 
1 Daughter of John of Gaunt. 


Bast lira of Si. fVt,r. This imp, ‘rial coronal ion is 
especially Hit, ‘iv ting as being tin* last which took 
place in Hum,*. 

I he great event uf the full,, wine year, which filled 
all hurupe with consternation, was the fail ,,f Con- 
stant iuupie. Which Was captured by the overwhelming 
furce uf the Ottoman Turks under the Sultan Mo- 
hammed II, ,,n May UP, Mud. Constant ine XIII, 
the last of 1 he 1‘aleulogi, fell in the siege, exclaiming 
with hi. la ■! breath that “ it wa , better to die than 
live." Cleat Wa the triumph of the Turks at this 
fatal blow to the Hasten, Umpire, and they were 
inspired with the hope of spread ine (he faith of 
Ihliun through nil flu* \\ o <f**ni Kmpiiv ul-nn Ahvady 
111*' navy of the Sultan swept the shores of the 
Meditetraueun. their Well trained army was about (o 
invade Hungary and already threatened the safety 
<d Vienna. We **aun,,f Wonder that a priest like 
the Hi .hop of Sn-ua should throw his whole soul 
into the hope of rolling luck the tide of Turkish 
invasion, and write at onee to pope Nicholas V in 
such burning words as these : 

Mohammed is among u ; the sabre of (he Turk 
waves ov,-r our head ; the Ht o k Sea is shut to our 
Hiups ; the toe passes Walluchis, whence they will 
pa ; * info Hungary and Cermauy. And we, tneau- 
Wude, live in strife and enmity amongst ourselves. 
Ihe Kings ,,f France and Kngland are at war, the 
princes of Cermauy have leapt to arms against one 
another ; Spain is seldom tit peace, Italy never wins 
repose from conflicts for alien lordships. Jfovv 
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to !»' governed with pagan prim - ij ’ 
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film fresco hy i’intui ifdiiu of th*- new {’. . j I'm 
btsing carried in profession to give hr. J *<- ij» i ii< mm 
the city and tin* world, while t L«- Mat. i .,{ 1 1.. tV 
monies burns a piece of tow i>. i, a* bun Wiib t 
traditional warning : *' Sanrte |'.a< r, tuc n.u, 

gloria mundi.” Another picture her.* jepien.-i 
the Pope opening the Congress .»{ .Mantua, 
14511, and striving in vain to rouse the t'rusiub 


realised. 

One of the Pope's most ardent supporters was the 
Empress Eleonora of Portugal, the wife of Freder- 
ick III, who in this same year 1459, on May 22, 
gave birth to her only son, Maximilian, in the ancient 
castle of Neustadt, in Carinthia, a few miles south- 
east of Vienna. So eager was his mother for the 
defence of Christendom against the Turks, that she 
wished her boy to be called Constantine, as an omen 
that he would drive back the overwhelming invasion 
of the infidel, and recover the fallen Empire of the 
East . But her wishes were overruled by her husband, 
who seven years before had narrowly escaped capture 
by his foes in the county of Cilly, and had then 
ascribed his safety to a dream in which St. Maxi- 
milian 1 warned him of his danger. In gratitude to 
his saintly patron, the Emperor could not do less 
than give his son the name of Maximilian. 

If we are to believe tradition, the future greatness 
of the new-born babe was foretold by signs in the 
heavens ; a fiery comet “ such as is wont to herald 
the coming of a mighty prince, a sign of the future 
reign and the wonderful achievements of the child.” 
All this and much more is fully set forth in that 
marvellous book, the “< Weisskiinig,” written in 
after years under the direction of the hero himself. 
He was bom in a time of trouble and strife, with 
warfare going on all around him in his childhood, 
for the Emperor was quite unable to keep his unruly 
vassals in order. His most serious foe was his brother 

1 Saints Bonosus and Maximilian, martyred in a.d. 360. 



citizens, besieged t lit* imperial family in the ri 
of Vienna when Maximilian was barely three 
old, and they were only rescued by the gen 
help of Frederick's rival ami former enemy, (l 
Hodiehrad, King of Bohemia, who aetrd as a p 
maker between the two brothers 

The death of Albert in 1 thd left the Ivinper 
supreme possession of Austria, and the frtldal , 
dependent upon if. Hut lie nev.-r overeatm 
prejudiee against the citizens of Vienna, which 
well justified by their in- itrrert ion some \eam 
when, a second time, they be uee<-d their rub 
tin 4 Castle of their city, Tie* mini! pan i on 
reduced to sueh straits that f!:ev were v«*rv 
starvation, and the boy Maximilian i.-» aid to 
wandered through the vaults of the citadel, 
ploring the servants to give him a piece of bl 
A voting student at the Cmv. r ily huppene* 
hear of the privation which the ptn.ee endured 
managed to send him some partridges .shot in 
neighbourhood. This was sueh a treat after 
coarse food which he share* 1 with hi » parents, 
Maximilian never forgot the himdy gift, and 
gratitude brouglit great good fortune to the gun 
later days. 

If it was it time of trial to all the fatrniv, if t; 
have been especially mi to t he Voiing Ivfnpl 
Eleonora. She hud indeed shared the full bitter 
of the fate which too often befell a marriage, 
princess in those days. Sent a wav from her au 
southern home in tin* fair land of IWtupal, bub 



iarrwru m urr young urn-, mr nn-rns, x * * utr 
gay ( uiirf nf h«*r brut 1 1 * * r King \ ft* «n *a « *f w lur-r 
gallant U hd bright in! r Higr 1 tv -hr* po » ,.-rd a full 
aha rr '-hr f « * * m* 1 h»u ’ »*lf nunir*!, b\ i:-* rhmrr nf 
hrr Mwn, tn a dull, uh u ■ ’ in- 1 1 . - ; , tnoiv than twin* 

luT ago, w!im ha* i !;*♦ f I ?r. if t'Hiilni !1 Willi hrl". 

At tit** wi v t mi** nt h«*r grand wadding in Hninr 
sin* had siu'u lain, wi.fi i nnud mj»rr r : f i * » n , abasr 

him Ht*if } h • f* » r r ! In - Hopr, and ni nr* hr t * * ruM-uv Ins 

mrnnat in!i hr h;id Unddv / . 1 > * n ■ » 1 f ha f ( \»?:rt«rdat 
by whirl: hr fvianirrrd m « r , f (if hi rrr|*- m, M* a! rights 
in f.iVnUI* nf S hr H ■ d \ Sr**, Hv t h I ■ drt*d, itllu >Jig t 
othrr .. irritiri*- 1 , |*Y rdrllrh ani’r»*t! that thr rh*rf IrU 
nf Hr hop ; should drprnd mi ! hr * * *t. fit mat r <U nf t h«* 
Pnpr, \vln» had tin* j*nnl*'tjr n/ rknasuuj a hrttrr 
Cti wild* tit* ! A 11 raiur rir i ai t! bmrhrfi falling 
varant n tlunnr t hr mx mn-vru months wrrr al to 
yirldri I f t * t hr 1 *ont i If, 

Hut rvrn this was 0*4 thr Wot f, for Kin inntu, 
who had m warmly adoptrd thr h»Toir Virus nf 
tin* Hi hup nf Sima »m t h«* Kaaf**ni qursf inn, rnuld 
nnf itwakrn tmr spark id rnnuding /.ml in thr niutious 
mind of f ht* Kmprrur* With hrr rh-ar insight idm 
tumid nut fail to know that hr was a failurr rvrn in 
his nw n Hprrial huHjnrss nf governing a groat Kmpirr, 
and wr raimnt wcmdrr f fiat in a moinmt of hittrrnrss 
h!u* should ha vr rxHuimrd to hn* son, fin* hrir of so 
murh wamtrd authority : 

C hnilil I think you rujmblr of anting like* your 
father* I should lamrnt your being tiest-ined to the 

thnrnr/* 

Thr hn* Maximilian no doubt inherited from hi* 


his eager gallant spirit, his marvellous ami unfa 
courtesy which won all hearts, his gay good ten 
and his literary and artistic talent/.. He u. 
dreamer of splendid dreams which might have * 
true, but fora fatal slowness and mde.-minti m .u- 
which was a part of the birthright he owed t. 
father, and, on various critical oer;r mm. .4 },is 
ifc is curious to see how eXartlv he f,.)i*‘W in 
steps of the Emperor Frederick, to the dn-tna 
his follower and his own undoing. 

The child was a born soldier and hunter; 
example of tin* proverb, " Hon eluen eli.n ebe t.i 
From his earliest years, with tie* din of battle 
strife around him, he had a pa mu },.r ever v 
of weapon and armour; In* trained hi' bov < 
panions in regular drill ami all tin- war marten 
he could think of; he made them pruti .- are 
until they became so expert that with t h> ir ! 
arrows, "a. la serpentine,” they could hit the % 
a mark on a door or a slit in a wall, Titov foi 
mimic battles in court vard and hall m id they i: 
have made life intolerable to all peaceful retait 
while they attacked anti defended eaeh jmni! 
vantage, and hard blows were given on eiiher ? 
Some toy soldiers still preserved m the Mm.ruii 
Vienna are a quaint mem.. rial of Maxiunh 
childish devotion to the art of war. 

His ancestors’ love of hunting was a ruling pas 
with the boy, whose hounds carried on a wild r. 
of every living animal within his father's r, 
walls and their surroundings. Of these ta.tes 


youth grew up to be a splendid horseman and an 
unrivalled hunter ; fearless and adventurous in 
courting every risk and danger, alike in pursuit of 
the wolf and the wild boar, or the perilous chase of 
the chamois on the mountain height. With a boy 
of this disposition we cannot wonder that his first 
tutor found him difficult to manage and was en- 
couraged by the Emperor to use strong measures to 
enforce his pupil’s submission. Looking back on 
his early education, Maximilian complained bitterly 
of the incompetence of his teacher, Peter Engelbrecht. 
“ If Peter my teacher still lived,” he would say, “ I 
would make him live near me, in order to teach him 
how children should be brought up.” He also makes 
the definite complaint that he was compelled to 
study Latin and dialectics, and not allowed to read 
history which he loved. In any case his father was 
satisfied, and rewarded Peter Engelbrecht with a fat 
bishopric, that of Wiener Neustadt, where Maxi- 
milian’s childhood had been mostly spent. He was 
unfortunate in losing his mother, to whom he was 
passionately attached, in 1477, when he was only 
eight years old, and her loving guidance and sym- 
pathy was but ill replaced by the weak and careless 
rule of his father, with whom he had no tastes in 
common. 

If the young prince’s literary faculties were some- 
what late in developing, we must give him credit 
later for extraordinary mental activity, wide interests, 
and an amount of proficiency in art, languages, and 
science far beyond any of his contemporaries. Not 
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only had he a keen love for tilt, tourney, and fea 
arms, being skilled in all knightly exercises, but h< 
thoroughly instructed in the art of war and ii 
prevailing theories of statesmanship and governn 
In one of the many books which were produced u 
his direction and supervision, the “ Weisskiinig 
most interesting light is thrown upon his early 
for if his exploits are described in too flatteri 
manner, at least we see the variety of his 
training, and the accomplishments which he acqi 
He learnt the technical details of such trad< 
carpentry and founding, to prepare him for u: 
standing all that was known of gunnery and th 
of attack and defence, while he had few equals 
blacksmith, and became a proficient in veter: 
surgery. 

The “ Weisskiinig ” appears to have been 1 
down in part from the dictation of Maximilian 1 
secretaries, and it was afterwards rearranged 
compiled by Marx Treitzsauerwein of Innsb 
It is divided into three parts, the first describin 
life of the old Weisskiinig, Frederick III, his joi 
to meet his bride the Princess of Portugal, his 
riage and his coronation at Rome. The second 
of this book deals with the youth and education < 
young Weisskiinig, 1 Maximilian. Even if we 
it as a prose romance, we see clearly the prince 5 : 
of minute information, and his evident knowled 
his subjects, as well as his complacent convieti 
his own surpassing excellence in almost ever 
and science. 

1 Sometimes translated as White King, or again as Wise Kii 
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Thus “ when the time came for him to have lean 
masters, he put to them questions which they w 
not able to answer ” and yet was “ full of knowlo 
and humility and all fine qualities.” We find 1 
making a deep study of the. Holy Scriptures ; n 
he learns the seven liberal arts in a very short tin 
“ grammar as the basis, then logic and the : 
others, and in them he became unsurpassably learn 
understanding more than is set forth in books, at wb 
all learned men wore beyond measure astonishe 
Then be studied the past history of states, of Po 
and Cardinals, of Kings and princes, of counts ; 
lords and knights down to burghers and peasa: 
and so mastered all knowledge and experience, i 
the rare virtue of moderation. “ lie learnt novel 
refuse any man anything without sufficient inquii 
After this comes an obscure chapter on the learn 
of astrology by the young Weisskiinig, and his gi 
proficiency in the difficult art. Incidentally, he i 
also become the “ finest and most speedy writei 
the world, and could dictate, to eight secretaries 
one time, that h«'. might outdo Julius Caesar.” 
learnt, from his father many things concerning 
public duties, so that he would never allow a letter 
be sent, whether of consequence or not, without f 
reading it himself ; and he made it a duty to sign 
letters and documents with his own hand. 

As to the theories concerning the art of governmc 
in the “ Weisskiinig,” they are quaintly divi 
under five heads : the Almightiness of God, 
Influence of the Planets cm Man’s Destiny, the ltea 
of Man, Excessive Mildness in Administration, 
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Excessive Severity in Power. The discourse of 
Maximilian on these subjects wins the complete ap- 
proval of his father, and the admiring wonder of his 
biographer. With regard to his study of the arts, 
we are told that he heard an old wise man say that 
a great general and commander ought to learn drawing 
and painting, “ but for what reason it is not fit for me 
to disclose in this book nor to write about it ; it 
should be kept for Kings and Commanders.” For 
this secret reason it was that the young Weisskiinig 
learned " sufficiently well how to paint. ... He also 
supported great artists in painting and carving, and 
has caused many ingenious works to be painted and 
carved, which will remain in this world in memory of 
him.” This is indeed no exaggeration of the truth 
that in days to come the Emperor Maximilian was 
indeed a patron and friend to such artists as Holbein 
and Albrecht Diirer. With regard to his love of music 
we are told that the prince learned to play with 
success upon various stringed instruments. He loved 
to dwell upon the thought that King David was wont 
to sing “ praise to God with songs and harps.” He 
also read the history of King Alexander, who had 
conquered so many peoples and countries, and how 
he loved the songs of minstrels and the happy sound 
of harps. So the young Weisskiinig determined to 
follow his example, looking upon the praise of God 
and the vanquishing of his enemies as his two highest 
duties. 

As for his knowledge of languages, there can be no 
doubt of his wonderful proficiency ; he could speak 
Latin, French, Italian, and Flemish fluently, and had 



also some knowledge of English, Spanish, and Walloon. 
Many hundreds of letters written by him to his 
daughter Marguerite and others have been preserved, 
and it must, be owned that his .French is very original 
and unconventional in its spelling, while his written 
Latin has boon described as “ the most, perfect * Monk’s 
Latin ’which can be found.” We shall have occasion 
to speak more fully of the wonderful illustrations of 
the “ Weisskiinig,” which form its greatest charm, at 
a later time, but this brief sketch will give, some idea 
of the part, which refers to the early training and mental 
equipment of the young prince. 

The great anxiety of the Emperor Frederick with 
regard to his son was to secure for him an alliance 
which would increase t he glory and wealth of the House 
of Hapsburg. This had ever been the ambition of 
each member of his dynasty ; and although much had 
been done by conquest, still more now, and in the 
future, was to be gained by marriage. 

Holla gorant alii, t.u Mix Austria nuho F 

Nam qtuo Mam alim, <Iat tibi regmo Venus. 

As Frederick anxiously turned his thoughts to- 
wards all the Courts of Europe, in succession in 1463, 
he saw that the newly made King of France, Louis XI, 
had just betrothed his baby daughter Anne to the 
grandson of Hone of Anjou, and was offering his 
young sister Madeleine to (fasten do Foix ; there was 
no available, match in Spain, where the Princess 
Isabel was already beset with suitors. But the 
Emperor’s hopes were soon fixed upon Marie, the 
granddaughter of Philip Duke of Burgundy, and the 
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only child and heiress-apparent of her father Charles 
Count de Charolois. She was now six years old, a 
suitable age for Maximilian, who was four, and if no 
son were born she would be a great heiress, as most 
of her father’s vast inheritance would come to her. 

The proposal was first made in a most diplomatic 
manner in a letter from Pope Pius II to Philip Duke 
of Burgundy, in the year 1463. The Pope had always 
maintained his early friendship with Frederick III, 
and he honestly thought that this alliance would help 
forward the peace of Europe, which would promote the 
great desire of his heart, the united action of all 
Christendom against the Turk. No very definite agree- 
ment was made, for both Duke Philip and his son 
were quite aware of the value of little Marie in the 
marriage market. Indeed she was long held out as a 
tempting prize to all the young princes of Europe, 
amongst whom we may mention Charles, Duke of 
Guienne (brother of Louis XI), Nicholas of Calabria, 
Philibert of Savoy, Charles the Dauphin of France, 
Maximilian of Austria, and others ; but although she 
was nominally betrothed to most of them at one time 
or other, her father had not the least intention of 
encumbering himself with a son-in-law. 


CHAPTEB III 


CHARLES OF BURGUNDY AND THE EMPEROR 
FREDERICK HI 

1463—1477 

Concerning the Duchy of Burgundy — Towns of the Somme — Conquest of 
Liege and Dinant — Charles of Burgundy marries Margaret of York 
— Story of Pbronne — Negotiations between Charles of Burgundy 
and Frederick III — War of Neuss — Disastrous expedition against 
the Swiss of Charles the Bold , who is killed at Nancy , 1477. 

W ELL might the Emperor Frederick desire to 
make an alliance for his son with the heiress 
of the Duke of Burgundy, whose vast possessions 
made him a far more powerful prince than the Em- 
peror himself. The actual Duchy of Burgundy, 
the most northerly part of the ancient kingdom of the 
Burgundians — including Yvonne, Cote d’Or, Nievre, 
and Saone-et-Loire, had been originally given as an 
appanage to Philip the youngest son of John the 
Good, who distinguished himself at the battle of 
Poictiers. It was always considered a fief of the 
Crown of France. To this had been added one 
province after another, by marriage or conquest — 
Brabant, Luxemburg, Flanders, Hainault, Zeeland, 
Artois, the cities of the Netherlands, and Franche- 
Comt6, a fief of the Empire. 

The towns of the Somme were also in the possession 
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of the Duke of Burgundy since the Treaty of Arras 
(1435), which gave France the option of buying them 
back for the ransom of 400,000 golden crowns. 
Louis XI succeeded in raising the money which he 
paid to Duke Philip, and in 1463 recovered them — 
Amiens, Abbeville, St. Quentin, Roye, Montdidier, 
Corbie, and others. Charles Count of Charolois 
was furious at this loss of territory, and took the first 
opportunity of taking his revenge. When the French 
nobles rebelled against their King for the “ Ligue 
du Bien public,” in 1465, Charles joined them with 
a large army, his old father being now completely 
under his control. On July 16, 1465, the battle of 
Montl’hery was fought — a very doubtful triumph to 
either side, but Louis, anxious to make peace, soon 
after signed the treaty of Conflans, by which he gave 
up to Burgundy those towns on the .Somme which 
he had recently made such a tremendous sacrifice to 
buy back. 

Charles at once hastened to take possession of 
them, to the great discontent of the inhabitants, and 
then advanced with his triumphant army against 
the men of Liege, who had dared to attack Namur 
and Brabant during his absence. This was perhaps 
the most powerful of the free and sovereign cities 
which had risen to wealth and importance in the 
Middle Ages. Nominally governed by a Prince- 
Bishop — a vassal of the Empire, and by sixty canons 
mostly of noble birth — the municipal government 
was yet absolutely democratic, all native-born citi- 
zens above the age of fifteen having the right of 
suffrage and being equally eligible to hold office. 


At this time they were very unfortunate in their 
Bishop, Louis of Bourbon, a worthless young nephew 
of Duke Philip of Burgundy, who had driven the 
burghers nearly wild with his extortions, and when 
they opposed him, had actually placed the city under 
an interdict. We cannot wonder that the men of 
Liege, finding their industry ruined, and their souls 
and bodies in equal danger, should have risen against 
the Duke of Burgundy as soon as he made war on 
their ally the King of France. 

When the Count of Charolois arrived before the 
city, with his great army, the terror-stricken in- 
habitants humbled themselves before his might and 
were willing to agree to the most humiliating terms. 
It was now the month of December, too late in the 
year for a long siege, and the men-at-arms were 
behindhand in their pay, and had already outstayed 
their term of feudal service. It was therefore con- 
venient for Charles to make a treaty for the present 
and to retire with the promise of an indemnity of 
400,000 florins and other acts of submission. In the 
city registers this bears the title -of the “ Piteous 
Peace.” 

Charles returned home in triumph, to find his 
young daughter Marie bewailing the death of her 
mother, Isabelle de Bourbon. The old Duke Philip 
was in failing health ; he had been at death’s door, 
but he recovered sufficiently to carry out, to its bitter 
end, the deadly vengeance he had sworn against the 
city of Dinant, which had insulted his pride. The 
tragic fate of this free city, the ally and rival of Liege, 
is too terrible for words. For three days Dinant was 



into slavery, the houses set on fixe, and all tha 
burnt in the flames was destroyed and leve 
the ground until “ those who looked upon 
where it stood could say : ‘ cy fust Dynant 
only touch of humanity in this awful story it 
women and children were spared and prot 
the supreme command of Charles of Charol 

As for his revengeful father, who had wat 
awful tragedy from the hostile city of Bou 
the other side of the Meuse, he was carried 
his horse-litter to Bruges, where he devoted 1 
religion and lingered on till the following Jun< 
his death the title of “ the Good ” was aw 
him, but perhaps no man could have deserve 
At his stately midnight funeral in the Chur 
Donatus, 1,600 torches were borne in process 
the heralds broke their batons as they pr 
his son Charles — Duke of Burgundy, of Bre 
Limbourg and of Luxemburg, Count of Fla] 
Artois, of Franche-Comte, of Hainault, of He 
Zeeland, of Namur ; Lord of Friesland, of 
... of the cities of the Somme and oth 
Marquis of the Holy Roman Empire. 

This was the splendid potentate whose ( 
Marie was one day to be the bride of Ma: 
and to bring him as a dowry a great part of tl 
possessions. It will therefore be necessary t 
brief account of the events which occurred 
the accession of Charles, in June 1467, and h 
ten years later. 

There was something about the overweeni 
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gance of these Dukes of Burgundy which the free citi- 
zens of the prosperous merchant cities could not 
endure. When Charles made his “ joyeuse entree ” 
in state to receive the homage of Flanders in Ghent, 
some revellers gave voice to the popular feeling by 
shouting, “ Down with the cueillotte ! ” a hated tax 
imposed on the inhabitants after their last rebellion. 
The Duke, in his anger, struck one of the mob with 
his baton and a tumult followed. As he had un- 
wisely brought his daughter and much treasure with 
him, his only anxiety was to escape in safety, and he 
listened to the grievances insolently enumerated and 
promised to grant all that was demanded. This 
success encouraged other cities to rebel, and the men 
of Liege rose in arms against their detested Bishop 
and besieged the town of Huy, in which he had taken 
refuge. On hearing this, Charles was furious and at 
once proclaimed war in the grim fashion of old, the 
heralds bearing in one hand a bare sword and in the 
other a lighted torch, as signal that the war was to be 
“ a feu et a sang.” He set forth from Louvain on 
October 27, 1467, besieged St. Tron and obtained a 
great victory over the men of Liege at Brusten. 
After this came surrender, and the city had to give up 
all its privileges, its corporation, its guilds and even 
its laws and customs. It was deprived of all artillery 
and war material, the fortifications were destroyed, 
and besides the immense fine still owing, an indemnity 
of 115,000 golden “ lions ” was demanded. Thus 
were forfeited the liberties bought with, the life-blood 
of so many gallant ancestors, and the glory of Li^ge 
was humbled in the dust. 

3 
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The following year, 1468, the long-projected ma 
riage of Charles Duke of Burgundy with Margaret 
York, sister of the English King Edward IY, w; 
celebrated with great pomp. The princess In 
“ shipped at Margate/ 5 accompanied by Lord Scak 
eighty ladies of rank, and a gallant company 
knights, and had a prosperous voyage to the Flemif 
port of Sluys, where she had a magnificent receptio 
The royal company, after a week’s rest, continued the 
journey in barges on the canal to Damme, ne 
Bruges, where the marriage was celebrated by tl 
Bishop of Salisbury, assisted by the Pope’s Legat 
This was in preparation for the splendid entry in 
Bruges, 1 which took place next day, when the Lac 
Margaret, in a robe of cloth-of-gold and a crown 
diamonds, rode by the side of the Duke through t] 
richly decorated streets, while flocks of white dov 
were loosed from the triumphal arches as she passe 
All the nobles came forth to meet her, the civ 
authorities, the prelates and clergy, all in their ga 
robes, surrounded by archers and heralds, while tl 
air rang with the sound of clarions and trumpets. I 
the side of the Duke, at the great banquet, sat i 
daughter Marie, now eleven years old, to whom h 
English stepmother was always a devoted friend. 

The truce between Prance and Burgundy had no 
come to an end, but Louis XI, anxious to obtain he 
against his own rebellious lords, was persuaded 1 
treacherous counsel to travel to Peronne himself, ax 
discuss terms in person with Charles. All lovers 

1 John Paston happened to be in Bruges at the time, and wrote 
full account of the sumptuous entertainment. 
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Sir Walter Scott will remember the vivid fancy- 
picture of this perilous adventure in the pages of 
“ Quentin Durward.” The King of France narrowly 
escaped with his life, was compelled to agree to any 
terms, and to join in the siege and destruction of 
his ally, the city of Liege. It was a disgrace which 
Louis never forgot or forgave, as we shall see later 
in his behaviour to Marie, the heiress of Duke Charles. 

While the young Maximilian was pursuing his studies 
and his sports, his father, the Emperor Frederick, 
was doing little to increase his influence or his prestige, 
excepting in so far as he steadily kept in view the hope 
of his son’s marriage with the Burgundian heiress, 
and was ever making negotiations for that event. 
In 1468 he had sent an envoy to the Court of Charles 
with full power to treat on the subject, and the Em- 
peror even offered the Duke that kingly title over his 
dominions which he had long desired. But it was not 
until the year 1474 that a meeting between the two 
princes to carry out this scheme was actually ar- 
ranged, in the city of Tr&ves, as Metz had refused to 
surrender its keys, or admit a large company of armed 
men within its walls. During five long weeks 
Frederick III and Charles the Bold discussed terms 
without coming to a decision, Guelders and Lorraine 
being amongst the subjects of controversy. 

Then a strange thing happened. Without taking 
leave or giving any warning, the Emperor suddenly 
departed, sailing away by night, secretly and swiftly, 
down the river Moselle. We may imagine the rage 
and dismay of Duke Charles, who had already pre- 
pared his regal robes, his sceptre and diadem, while 
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the Cathedral was made ready for his coronation, with 
rich adorning and two thrones, one for Frederick III 
and the other for the expectant king. As Freeman 
says : “We laugh when Charles has got everything 
ready for his coronation and the Lord of the World 
suddenly decamps in the night, leaving Charles . . . 
to go back a mere duke as he came.” Was this merely 
an ins tance of the extraordinary attack of doubt and 
vacillation which, more than once, was to ruin the 
prospects of his son Maximilian, or, with the recent 
memory of Peronne, had the Emperor’s suspicions 
been awakened ? 

We shall never know, but in any case the conse- 
quences of this rash, uncourteous flight were most 
serious. Commines quaintly remarks that “ interviews 
between great princes are a grievous mistake and great 
evils follow from them ” ; also, as he points out, there 
soon followed the war of Neuss, 1 one of the Hansa 
towns, besieged by Charles of Burgundy in July 1474. 
The beleaguered fortress stood on a solitary height 
above the marshy plain from which the Rhine had 
receded ; it was well fortified and so gallantly defended 
that it held out against the investment and fierce 
bombardment of an overwhelming army, during eleven 
long months of assaults and sorties. 

Frederick III held a Diet at Felsburg in October 
to consider means of helping the brave city, but it was 
not until the winter had passed away that a great 
host of feudal vassals, princes, counts, and archbishops 
— such as had not been gathered to the support of the 
Empire for 200 years — set forth to follow their lord 

1 A fortified city of Dusseldorf. 
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ever mig ht chance. Edward IY had sent his 
brother-in-law Rivers to be on the spot ; Yolande 
of Savoy at Ges had constant prayers and pro- 
cessions, while the Duke of Milan kept relays of 
couriers from his palace to the Burgundian camp ; 
and Louis XI, the most interested of all, awaited 
the event at Lyons.” 1 

Morat is well placed on the eastern bank of the 
lake of that name, so that help could arrive from 
the other cantons, and the men of Zurich in par- 
ticular showed heroic courage and endurance. The 
town was besieged on June 8, and an attempt to 
take it by assault was repelled with great loss. The 
final battle took place on June 22 in drenching rain, 
when the Swiss attacked with steady impetuous 
courage, and against their serried ranks of spears, 
the squadrons of Burgundy hurled themselves in 
vain. The struggle was long and terrible, and the 
fighting lasted from noon until the close of the long 
summer day ; and two-thirds of the splendid army 
of Duke Charles fell in battle, or were drowned in 
the waters of the lake. He fought with desperate 
courage, and escaped with his life to the castle of La 
Riviere, near Pontarlier, where he remained for two 
months in gloomy despair. But his soul was 
unconquered, for on hearing that Nancy was attacked 
by Rene of Lorraine, he hastened to the rescue, only 
to learn that the beleaguered city had already fallen. 

It was not until the “ Vigil of the Kings,” Sunday, 
January 5, 1477, that the last act in this tragic 

1 “ Life of Louis XI.” Christopher Hare. 
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drama took place. A great army was approaching 
the walls of Nancy, under command of the young 
Duke of Lorraine, and Charles, fiercely putting aside 
the counsel of his faithful vassals, resolved to go 
forth and meet the foe. The reveille sounded before 
daybreak, and as the doomed prince fastened his 
helmet, the golden lion of Elanders on the crest 
fell to the ground. “ Hoc est signum Dei,” he is 
reported to have said. 

In the fateful battle which followed, the over- 
whelming numbers and magnificent valour of the 
Swiss levies carried all before them. Yet ever in 
the thick of the fight, the mighty Duke on his black 
horse charged with desperate courage, and was 
amongst the last to fall on that fatal field. His 
end was shrouded in mystery, and it was long before 
his subjects would believe in his death : “ Surely 
their splendid lord was but biding his time, and 
would come again to shine forth in his greatness 
and glory ! ” 
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Critical position of Marir <<j linr-fund-i She apye.hi l V • 

her betrothed -He arrives in ifhett Hit m < *."s V 

the heiress of the mst lands , l lhi> r>n,h, e 

, — (far m-iVA France Hattie the Sput* I • If .<<*—.*.» n 

Birth of a daughter, Mariuerite < '.ytute -l t ‘tf int ;■>, !'■■■ 1 •••**» 
— 1480 —Brtijsised erusade M at imthan I' :t •. » fir e-iv * •’ i ■ 

Netherlands Death >»/ Marie of itw inn,!*/ H 1 *-' 

W E have now rearhed a n>o-t *- 1 it i* >1 |»n>*d m 
the lift 1 of Maximilian, wlu-n it mtih'i almo-t 
by a stroke of chanee that lit- was wafted e h ilit- 
full tide of fortune. The great Duke > f Hu-mm-iv 
had fallen — his last duty unfulfilled hu Maim, in- 
sole heiress, was still an unpiotnfeil g-.il, < - \ j.< 
to the uneharteml claim* of any ambits in mi* r 
who might win her by right «*f n.i;«ju< ?. In that 
hour of disaster, even her betrothal to M.um ih.u> 
by no means assured him the prism for w bah I < 
father had laboured so long am! n. a- aiu.umh , i- r 
the final catastrophe found the bridegroom iju.n- 
unprepaml to play the part id a ehnalnm-. kjaght 
and rescue, his lady in distress. 

Never was help more needed, for the }>..• mm ,.f 
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was at the mercy of her rebellions subjects, the 
burghers of Ghent, who had already extorted from 
her the “ Great Privilege,” 1 refused with the other 
chief cities to pay taxes, and, in spite of her tears and 
entreaties, had actually put to death two of her most 
trusted counsellors. Deprived of her friends, beset 
by danger on every side, for Louis XI was pressing 
her to marry his son Charles, a boy of five, she 
managed, although closely watched and kept in a 
kind of imprisonment, to send a touching letter of 
appeal to the Archduke Maximilian. 

“ Most dear and friendly lord and brother, from 
my heart I greet you. . . . You must not doubt 
that I will agree to the treaty made between us by 
my lord and father, now in glory, and will be a true 
wife to you ... for I may not doubt you. The 
bearer knows how I am hemmed in, though I can- 
not open my mind to him . . . may God grant us our 
hearts’ desire. I pray you not to linger, as your 
coming will bring help and comfort to my lands . . . 
but if you come not, my lands can look for no aid . . . 
and I may be driven to do that which I would not, 
by force against my will, if you forsake me.” 

It is difficult to understand the long delay before 
the princely lover was able to obey this urgent 
summons. Perhaps the fullest explanation is given 
by Maximilian himself in those quaint chronicles, 
the “ Weisskiinig ” and “ Teuerdank,” the prose 
epics of his life, which he dictated in later years to 
his secretary. It is most interesting to notice how 

1 Which revoked the authority of Charles the Bold, and gave the 
people the right of self-government 



lovingly lie dwells upon tin* siu!m« t amain iip-i 
eventful time, richly embroidering the memories <»f 
the past in his imagination. We have a very full 
account of that 44 mighty warn..!,” Charje •. liar 
gundy, the “ King of the Flaming Ir.-n,” .... called 
from the chain of the Order of the < b dd.-n Fleece, 
instituted hy the father of Charles the Feld. Tin i 
chain or collar is composed *'«•( double t.-.d , infer, 
woven with flint stones emitting spark. • fire." 
Wo learn how the news rame that the King <<f the 
Flaming Iron was killed in battle, and the "two 
Queens” heard it with grief and heart rending 
lamentation. “The old Queen was Margaret >>f 
York, sister of Edward IV, the third wife ..{ IhJ.e 
Charles, and the young Queen was Marie his daughter 
When her letter reached Maximilian, he e..m.ulfrd 
his fatlter, who considered the matter and p..mvd 
out “firstly, the honour of the marriage ; s.-omdiv, 
the usefulness of tlie posse- i..n •, ; ;jmdl>. , the < are 
ho should take to obtain all thi->. , . '1 j. -!p,..i 

the young Weisskiinig replied : " My f.g le : , nothing 
is better than real honour, and nothing mere pleasing 
to God than to live in His commandment-., . , 
Therefore he decided to g.» and many the princess, 
the “ noble queen of honour,..” 

But the old Weisskiinig, the Km per. <r Frederick, 
remarked that he had it war upon hr. hand-, against 
the “ Green King" (Matthias* Kin« *4 llimp.tfv), 
md added . I will give y**u f**r tm,v anuy, 
that you may learn tu make war, /■.* • flail it v**u 
come to the government of f In* tjureiihi n»untr\ wn 
may know how to deal with your mnn uV* Tin* 
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“ the son accepted very gladly. . . Then follows 
a full account of that educational war, which may 
have taught Maximilian something, yet it scarcely 
seems an appropriate time when his promised bride 
was in such terrible need of immediate help. No 
doubt there were money difficulties as well, as was 
the usual case with the Hapsburg family, but the 
fact remains that it was not until May 21, that the 
bridegroom-elect actually started from Vienna, with 
a magnificent suite in attendance upon him, “ many 
archbishops, bishops, and princes, with a great number 
of knights.” Even then, a long halt was made at 
Cologne, and Commines explains that Maximilian 
waited there to receive money from Marie to continue 
the journey. However this may be, it was not until 
August 18 that the Archduke and his noble company 
of lords and gentlemen reached Ghent. 

It is very curious to notice in the “ Teuerdank ” 
that Maximilian himself is quite conscious that his 
laggard behaviour with regard to the rescue of his 
bride requires much explanation and apology. In 
this allegorical story, which was first privately 
printed on parchment in 1517, only two years before 
the death of Maximilian, he relates how, after the 
death of the fabulously wealthy “ King Romreich ” 
(Charles of Burgundy), his only daughter, the “ Prin- 
cess Ehrenreich ” (Marie), sees from her father’s 
will that only the “ Ritter Teuerdank ” (Maxi- 
milian) is worthy to marry her. She summons him 
to her help, as she is beset with troubles, and he sets 
forth to meet her with his trusty comrade Erenhold. 
But the devil has a spite against the young prince 
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ventures, while his enemies al ■< : ■ t a..M ■ ’ h:"i 

three captains of evil, who do all . v.n i>> iso* 

him on to destruction. The name of th * i 

“ Fiirwittig,” who personifies t!ie \a:n nude*.,... 
youth to glory in its own mode ami * 1- 
the second is “ rnfulo,” who repiv < • j . • , v..u’h'-. 
wild passion for ud venture and *:.!%•■! 1% I, a d and 
sea; and the most danger. *u : of all j.. “ V ;<i. ’Lard,” 
the emblem of jealousy, who «-n mar. T< m-rdnrk 
into the blackest peril-.. < 'f « . ::i ,<• ; 1 •• 
young Prince emerges unhanr.ed f:..j • / 

through his own virtue and the n. • p. ... . s . < 
love. But even yet another t. * unr' 1 f. . 
he has to lead a unmade again s t } .- . v , !. . 

at once become his faithful vasal-, dm .>.* L * , 
resplendent with honour and gh.iv, l.-e 
court of the Princess Kltrenrejch and h n u- !.••• 
takes place with due magnificence. 

As we follow the history of Maximilian. h.d! 
see how extremely character!' t ie t f bun m ibn 
extravagant romance, for nil through bn , t-.d 
life he was quite happy in the unf nuiM-d e..> * .dm . .■ 
that he could do no wrong. We Lai! bam- ... . ... a n 
later to refer to these and other bt-i.o, •, w. *L . ..f 
our hero, which tire chiefly valuable for th.-ir .ph-ndid 
illustrations by ilans Burgkmair and la.' i 

designers. 

We have, a striking account , from an v, g; . 
of the young Archduke s triumphal .-nm, , 

Ghent on that August day of H77, Id..- ....me ehmd 
rous paladin of old story. “ Gallant h r -dmg a 
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mighty chestnut horse, clad in silver armour with 
uncovered head, his bright flowing locks bound with 
a diadem of pearls and precious stones, Maximilian 
appeared so glorious in his young majesty, so strong 
in his manliness that I knew not which to admire 
most, the beauty of his youth, the brave show of 
his manhood, or the rich promise for the future. 
He was a joy to behold, that splendid man ! ” 1 
“ The day after the arrival of the young White 
King, his marriage with the Queen of the Flaming 
Iron was carried out with great pomp in the Cathedral, 
at six o'clock in the morning, in the presence of a 
splendid company, the Bishop of Tornach at the 
altar, supported by the Papal Legate, while the young 
Charles of Guelders and his sister bore the tapers 
before the bride. She was sumptuously clad in 
gold-embroidered damask and a golden girdle set 
with jewels round her waist, a cloak of ermine on 
her shoulders and the magnificent crown of Bur- 
gundy, one blaze of gems, on her head. “ After the 
Te Deum Laudamus was sung with loud musical 
accompaniments, they left the church in royal order 
for the wedding feast — where there was much music, 
fine singing, and wonderful joy. . . .” After describing 
the great festivities which followed, the “ Weisskiinig ” 
continues : “ I will now number the mightiest 

countries the Queen possessed and which the young 
White King took under his sway ; viz. the two 
countries, Upper and Lower Burgundy, Luxemburg 
and Tischy ; the three countries, Brabant, Lorraine, 

1 Letter of Wilhelm v. Hoverde, dated August 23, 1477. See 
Janssen, i. 592. 



46 MAXIMILIAN THE DREAMER 

and Guelderland ; the five countries, Hainault, 
Holland, Zeeland, Flanders, and Artois ; the six 
countries, Picardy, Friesland, Zutphen, Namur, 
Salines, and Malines ; besides many other countries, 
dominions, towns, and castles, more than I can here 
number or name. . . .” 

A goodly heritage indeed ; hut this was no light 
burden for a youth of eighteen, and Maximilian 
had much trouble in store. But from the beginning 
the marriage seems to have been a very happy one, 
and their mutual affection never failed. In a con- 
fidential letter to his friend Sigismund Priischenk, 
Maximilian writes four months later, December 7, 
1477: 

" I have a lovely, good, and virtuous wife who 
fills me with content, for which I give thanks to 
God. She is tall but slender of body, much smaller 
than ‘ die Rosina/ 1 and snow-white. She has 
brown hair, a small nose, a little head and face, her 
eyes brown, tinged with grey, beautiful and clear. 
The mouth is somewhat high, but well-defined 
and red. . . . My wife is a thorough sportswoman 
with hawk and hound. She has a greyhound that is 
very swift. It sleeps generally all night in our 
room. ...” * 

Marie on her side was devoted to her husband, 
and she left all affairs of State and policy entirely 
in his hands. As we have seen, the burghers of 
the Netherland cities were masterful and resolute 

1 See Von Kraus, p. 30. A young girl from wliom Maximilian 
had a tearful parting. 

* Yon Kraus, p. 27. 
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young nobles were willing to serve under him on 
foot. 

There does not appear to have been any event 
of importance before the Duchess Marie gave birth 
to her son at Bruges, on June 22, 1478 ; an occasion 
of great rejoicing. The infant prince received the 
name of Philippe from his Burgundian grandfather, 
and was held at the font by Margaret of York, the 
widow of Duke Charles, who had always been a 
warm friend of Marie. She raised the child in her 
arms before the assembled people, with the words : 
“ My children, behold your young lord, Philippe of 
the blood of the Emperor of the Romans.” She 
also gave him a collar of rubies, while the Sire de 
Ravenstein offered a superb sword of gold, and 
M. de St. Pol added, as another suitable christening 
present, a helmet decorated with pearls and precious 
stones. The birth of his heir was a supreme joy 
to Maximilian, as it ensured the Hapsburg succession 
combined with the great possessions of Burgundy. 

Meantime there were many dangers before the 
young Archduke, for although there was still a 
temporary truce with France, Louis XI was making 
steady preparations for the renewal of the war. He 
had ordered new and improved cannon to be made, 
and was strengthening his alliance with the Swiss 
League, and engaging a large force of mercenaries 
from them. The Emperor Frederick, who was 
unable to help his son with soldiers or money, tried 
what diplomacy would do, and wrote long letters 
to Louis XI, urging him to restore the lands of 
Burgundy which he had taken. To this appeal 
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the French King replied in learned Latin epistles, 
pointing out that his dispute with Maximilian had 
no connection with the Empire, and expressing his 
surprise that at this critical moment for Christianity, 
the nations of Europe should not combine against 
the Turks instead of making war with each other. 

Louis wrote in the same strain to Pope Sixtus IV, 
and threatened a General Council when his friends 
in Italy were attacked ; he was at peace with England 
and concluded a treaty with Ferdinand and Isabel 
of Spain on October 9, 1478, thus making ready 
for the coming struggle with Maximilian, who was 
technically the first to break the truce, by retaking 
Cambray. The national army which he had so well 
trained, now stood the young Prince in good service, 
for in the campaign which followed, he won his first 
victory over the French in pitched battle, near the 
village of Guinegaste, about a league south of the 
fortress of Therouanne, which he was on his way to 
besiege. The French general, Philippe de Creve- 
coeur, trusting to his cavalry, had charged a small 
body of the enemy’s horsemen, who broke before their 
attack and were hotly pursued. Meanwhile the 
French “ franc-archers ” attacked the Flemish pike- 
men, gallantly led by Maximilian, who sprang from 
his horse and rushed into the midst of their ranks 
when they were driven back, shouting to his nobles 
to follow. There was a splendid rally, which turned 
the fortune of the day ; for when Crevecoeur and his 
men-at-arms returned from their rash pursuit, it 
was to find their infantry scattered and the enemy 
in possession of the field. So great was the flight 
4 
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of the French army that the encounter has often 
been called the “ Battle of the Spurs,” although 
the French object to this name, as they were told 
not “ to give battle.” 

The contest had lasted for six hours, and 7,000 
men are said to have been left upon the field, yet, as 
Sismondi remarks, “ it was in fact indecisive and 
useless to the apparent victor.” 

When Maximilian returned to Ghent, he had a 
triumphal entry, for he was met at the city gate 
by his wife and infant son, and greeted by the hearty 
welcome of the citizens as he rode home through 
the streets with his boy in his arms. For the moment 
he was the popular hero, but he was unable to make 
any practical use of his success, which was followed 
soon after by the disastrous capture of the Flemish 
herring-fleet, which supplied most of Europe with 
salt fish. This was a fortunate exploit for the French 
navy, to which Louis XI had devoted much care 
and interest, tie had also greatly improved his 
army by replacing the “ free-archers ” with a new 
body of heavily armed infantry, raised by taxes on 
the various cities of France, which now had to con- 
tribute money instead of men. To the foresight 
and talent of this King, his successors were indebted 
for their victories on the Continent. 

At the beginning of the following year, on Jan- 
uary 10, 1480, there was born to the Duchess Marie, 
at Brussels, a daughter who received the name of 
Marguerite. Her baptism took place in the ancient 
cathedral of Sainte Gudule, her sponsors being the 
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be a menace to bis dominions. But tbe first stroke 
of Death was destined to fall in bis own borne, and 
to plunge him into tbe lowest depths of sorrow and 
disaster. 

In September of this year, tbe Duchess Marie bad 
given birth to another son, who lived but a few days. 
However, the young wife was not long in recovering 
her health and spirits, and during the winter which 
followed, she was able to enjoy her favourite hunting, 
to which she was as passionately devoted as Maxi- 
milian himself. Early in the spring of 1482, on a 
bright March morning, the princely pair rode forth 
with a gay company, from their palace at Bruges, 
for a hawking expedition in the low-lying marshy 
swamps of the meadows which girdle the city. Here 
the herons are wont to congregate on the sedgy banks 
of the canals, and there was every prospect of ex- 
cellent sport. Marie, full of eagerness as she led the 
way, for her falcon had just struck a heron, put her 
horse at a dyke, but he missed his footing, stumbled 
and fell, throwing his rider heavily to the ground. 
With no thought of herself, her only desire being 
not to alarm her husband, the Duchess made light 
of the accident, and it is doubtful if she received 
proper medical care in time ; but in any case, the 
injury, proved fatal. Within less than three weeks, 
the great heiress of Burgundy and its vast dominions — 
tenderly loved wife and happy mother — was to pass 
away, to the terrible grief of the bereaved Maximilian. 
Overwhelmed with despair, he had lost all self-control 
in her sick-chamber, and broke down with such heart- 
rending sobs, that poor Marie herself had to implore 
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sorrow and desolation behind her, after less than four 
brief years of happy married life. Maximilian felt 
her death most bitterly, and never hereafter could he 
speak or hear her name without emotion. His grief 
was shared by all who knew the gentle Duchess, and 
she was mourned even by her turbulent subjects. 
There is a curious contemporary manuscript in the 
Library of Boulogne, which speaks warmly in her 
praise and then almost rises to poetry in allusion to 
her dear name. “ Marie is the name spoken by angels, 
and so much honoured that nothing can equal it. . . - 
The soul that meditates on it is sanctified, the voice 
that utters it is clarified, the person who hears it is 
fortunate, and she who bears it is assured of all 
that is most sweet and sanctified. ...” 1 

1 Histoire abregee du Pays et Comte d’ Artois, par Francis Baulduon* 
Jurisconsulte natif de la Ville d 5 Arras. 
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defied all authority during a .-ham.-iul rub- H i.-.* 
years, whim he was defeated by Maximilian a.*.-! paid 
the penalty of his misdeeds at .Mac.; r:> hf . F.u -i* 
was raging at Ctreeht, many towns of f i> .ll.it,. i «<•»■«• 
pillaged, and Haarlem was only avrd By fie- p.ivo . • .* 
of a heavy fine to the rebels. Th>- young \o Ld 
found himself ijuite powerle.vs to iivltI his »u?hortf v, 
with his children practically pmi>n<-r.-> m the hands of 
his turbulent, subjects, and he could let pr. them 
from opening a formal negotiation with Bourn with 
whom they hud long been carrying on «•< r<-t intrigui-s, 
The Council of four, with Raven,!. m at if. load, 
which had been appointed to govern Fbueh-is .-n 
behalf of the boy Bluitppe, ..i,! u > 1\ igm *r.>d 
Maximilian, and met at ,\1.. t to earrv out ?h**ir <<wn 
purpose, of an alliance with France, whi> h would 


assum fluMr nun rumn.mvial mmrnM *, TSmv wnrn 
muiy tu sannUm all jHthimal run salnrut i<m-i fur limit* 
own uiivant ag** ami urjv r**atlv tu agmn t < » auvt lung. 

la»uts XI I tii* i hum* ipntn a :? ut ♦* nmmgh fn turmmn 
tins, and hn rmuarUnti !** i uinimm- i!mi tin kirnw 

tiuw nmnli thus** nmn ni t {limit u mv imimmi f u rn • 
hrlliun uml t m Imlmmn again 4 thn H»m m nf Bur- 
gumly. t liny iri-m In inn fn tia v u hmml ftmir 
hmtr, l*»r tlm f uh nhihirmi am m t hmr immls, tlm 
Arrhdukn h vary mmng, hn faflmr is .ut til living, fltmm 
is war <m tarn :Uf|n, ami hrmt|n> h»* m a huvignnr 
W till* »Ut a strung furrn uf lit i n\ut/‘ 

Thn Kriuinh King was juMilmi hv t lm rvrnt , ami 

tin fuuk mivauiagu nf this < urn* im unmif fu 
<*i ♦ruin* in a im < .? a<i van! agnuti i fmatv with thn 
aiTugiin? ]>!nl»iu.im nf ( ihmit . i lm '* {Varnuf Arras/' 
ariangnB <* *r hn^mlH’r 1 M'J, rummnf ml fu thn 
litairmgn <4 flm hahv Margimntn with f tin Baujinn 
( hurlm ; atm Wan !u hn n<lunatn«i m Kraurn ami tu 
Bring as tmr *i«»wty Aifnr. ami Framim -CurnttA 

Brmnn BtuiijijM*, mat thn hmr, was tu t|u hutnagn tu 
tfums XI fur Mamim-s, a lung nuig »v*t ml jhuiiI, against 
whinh his gram Hat tmr i harhn ut Uurgumiv hail 
fuilgtn with sunti tin .jinratn t h*t «<nn tlia! iufi, \h fur 
Maximilian* tm u as m»t nvmi * «>ir4ilfu| m thn mat trr, 
ur SUlfnrnii tu ha Vn a Viunn m tlm f uUlmii ; hut hn was 
furmi} tu autumn! ami tu .sign thn Trnaty in Maivh 
li^vh tirninr j*nmilty «»f luung tun wimin inn nun frmn 
tlm St afnm \Vuuit*in«i alim m his j»ritju ami lint 
iiffnnt a *m I In* Vuung fatlmf saw Iuh lift In <iaughtnf 
hum imi uvnr tu th« f mum <4 lih hnmgn mminv, win In 
hw hmr ymtr ohi sun Bhilij^m, tin* hmr uf tlm vmi 
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possessions? of Burgundy, remained in tin- gmudun-h’p 
of tile men of Ghent. As his tramd < 'i:\ In 

Marche described the situation : “ Mon •, m 1’Ai. In- 
due, noste prince, ressemble a isaii.t Ku-tac.*, a * jut 
uil blip ravit son fils et nil Ivon .*a Isis-. 

In the Treaty of Ana? Lour? XI had ind.-rd hr. n 
successful beyond all his expectation ■ l-'*" Lords 

of Ghent,” as he called these arrogant pl.-bnam,, 

who were led by one Guppenol.% u in •• n .do 1 ! •. * ! .r 

had calmly granted as the dowry of the h?*!<- ptu.i ■ 
not only Artois ami Kranehr-(‘oint e, but *!-»• lain, of 
Auxerrois, Maconuai.?. and t haiolon, o • i i • •• of 

which had they the slightest legal conn.. I. It ej.K 

remained for the Freni h K u.g ?■* *.»!,•• m n.< 
possession of them. Tin* divaty a! >• p-.'ain >d 
that Marguerite, a child of three, w a-, t>. at - 
sent to Arras, ami there given into i b>- hand of :i... 
French Com m issione rs . 

Maximilian, her father, had m> v.<i« <• in the matter, 
but was compelled to ye-id, and w ■■ may m ag me 
his indignation when his daughter was rrorf.-d by a 
company of burghers across the frontier and • t.-d 
over by her mother’s friend. Madame .!•• Uaven-.f.-a,, 
to the Lords of C'reveeumr, of B.-auj.-u and of 
Albrct ; to be placed in the guardianship *<f the Lady 
Anne de. Beau j mi, the King's daughter. are 

thankful to know that the young child was all ! 
to keep her nurse, whose husband, !.-• \ . do 

Bousant.on, accompanied her with tl<- <f 

“ maitre d'hotel.” 

A long and weary journey awaited Marge,. t-*.- }„ hr.* 
she passed through Paris, where she win L j.ourably 




an 


DTfdwd, an*! at lungfh brought in :aft*ty to fhn 
bank > *4 thr imim, Tin* Ihmphin rhmbm m**t lu*r 

limit Ainl^i'^ at tb»* villain* of Mufairiu It* Uavnm 
v% I niv a tvivui, *ny of h* ? r* h.il w a » pum f hmugh, 
atal t ha ii;,u nan a ** .m i'oimnmra ahuv:; ralla it , 
wa •> r*dnbraf**d u it h t Imu! m« *-u p* »mp am! <vri?immy 
a link* latrf. Tin*r»* vwm pnmrn! a 4a!»*lv and am 

{Houng munpany , am baviadma < *i AuMna, w it li 

!**■■» id tin* Fkmi di 4 am -, om* * *! win »m vvt*» to a 
full mvMunt *4 f!m v, rddmg. W** atm fold how thr 
Ibmphm »*! forth with a unm ♦•!* gm.tf Krojjrh bnd\ 
pi * * vd»*< i I a r!an« *m» and ! rump*-? ’a ami how H 
uaa**d out u d<* unml i h.* arm.il *.4 fin* bnd«* t rarrint 
in flu* arm ■■ *4 Madam** d** S*gn\ w Jim wa • m pjiurt ml 
on **it h**r -.ub* lw Madam** \mn* do Hmuijrii and 
Mudatnn I’Admuak'. Tim »»iaU»»n afl«*r tin* maniugu 
m** w »r> pi * >m atm » * i b v tin* Abb* 4 dr Sam! I a if m, 
win » * “inpamd tin* 1 »i id«* and bn* bum **»m to Qumi 
K-ulwr and King Ahuanuuu and tinm wrut *»n to 
dnanubr all tin* f aim an Muigu<*nt of t hr NHSmrlatidii 
and fin* hmj.uim 

b'Uls XI did tin 1 h>ng anrvrvn thia f ritHlljili of 
tlij»h»nm«'y , in* dnd about t\m month* latut* on 
August M*h 1 I H d, at Hraam Inn To urn, ill t hr nmn 
f«*rtiil»ln avniraium that In* had provided in hm own 
WliV for l )n* futur** of 1 nh aoii. }fn dunghf-rr Amir, 
inairnd tin* hud *d ll* aujntp Him bdt lirgonl <4 
tin* kingdom b*’t h t hatha* ln*r brother, and Mar- 
giiiuif** im infant bndm b*mg hdt. rntindy m Urt 
rhargm 11m w an m truth ii mnrvrihm*» pinm of 

giimd fof'luiar for tin* ilfth* pnnmvi, \v ho w im dratllini! 
tii riicnvin during In 2 iUay m Fianrtu flu* 111**1%! kind 


and judicious cart* and at t hr* -an;*’ tnia* : 1 1 j unu-aiaHy 
excellent education. Anne de Beaujeti, w tie •*! {’terre 
Duo de Bourbon, was a woman of very line i uaract »-r 
and of splendid intellect , worthy m <-\ •■v} v<- [»• ■ ? of 
the high position in which she was phu-.-d by h- r tat !or 
as Regent of the kingdom «>f France during the 
minority of her brother Charles \ 111 >ie- governed 
the great realm with a wise and vig.-roii rule, while, 
ill her magnifieeut Court at An hoi ! •• was a 
generous patron of learned men and art no,. T" tin- 
circle of young girls, mostly of noble birth, who were 
brought up in her household, as wa the . u t.-m of 
those days, sht* acted the part of a good moth, r who 
watched over their individual training with patient 
and devoted care. 

In the days to come, Marguerite wa to do full 
justice to this wise training, b>r he to., wan. to be a 
distinguished and sucre.*, *ful ruler and diplomat!,}, 
a patron of art and learning, while -.he also follow. -d 
the example of the Lady of Beaujeu m her pa - ionu!<* 
love for the chase. Nodi.uht the peaceful, rehmd, 
and well-ordered life at \mb>.i;e during th.. . rito al 
ten years of Marguerite’s life, provided a far imoe 
suitable atmosphere than tlmt of a Klemr.h my 
constantly disturbed by the broils of l.-b.-lhoui 
burghers. 

Amongst the companions of the young Au-umii 
princess were the delicate Susatme, heir.-.. . .,f Bourbon 
and, later the wife of her impetmui > rou .m t has !»■ ; 
also Louise de Savoie, w ho married t hurle. d’< hleam, 
Comte d’Angoulome, and is known to fame as the 
mother of Francois I ; in later days holding conference 
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gave a warm welcome to Perkin Warbeck and others, 
and was called “ aunt of all the pretenders.” 

If the position of Maximilian had somewhat im- 
proved in Flanders, he was yet in the unfortunate 
position of being powerless to afford adequate help 
to his father, the Emperor Frederick III, in the hour 
of his deepest need, when the Magyar King Matthias 
Corvinus succeeded in conquering the Duchy of 
Lower Austria and taking possession of the city of 
Vienna, which he kept until his death, in 1490. This 
was a great blow to the old Emperor, and in his 
personal loss as a Iiapsburg, he does not appear to 
have found compensation in the election of his son 
Maximilian as King of the Eomans and Emperor- 
Elect, which was carried through the Diet of 1486. 
Strange to say, Frederick actually opposed the 
elevation of his son, possibly from jealousy and being 
unwilling to share his authority. 

Many reasons had combined to ensure the choice 
of Maximilian. In the first place he was the strongest 
of the German princes ; Archduke of Austria, Count 
of Tyrol, Duke of Styria and Carinthia, and feudal 
lord of lands in Alsace, Swabia, and Switzerland. By 
his marriage with Marie de Bourgogne he was also 
ruler of Flanders and Burgundian States, the richest 
part of the domains of Charles the Bold. Then, too, 
he was recommended by his personal character, for 
he had already given proof of splendid courage, and 
had shown himself magnanimous after the conquest 
of Ghent, in 1485, by declaring a general amnesty 
to all but the ringleaders in the rebellion. Last, but 
not least, although the Empire was not hereditary, 


had u a|r*ri;u t Until !** t hr o *11 *•!* it- r;it u*n «*! tin* 
rlrr! t am 

Th*’ iH*i t.{ ! h»- Kn.juiv ilhurhatm*), Vm : ;u» aficiout 
amt frail it maid i huis< ih a jairrh frudal hudy 
uri^m vi ;."Uif'»v!iat mtnrafr and t»harur*\ In tin* 

vi%sv *.4 an ini j»»*nal rlrrtmn, t hr i v ; nun l*» luiAr hrrit 

nr i^inall v thin* Im ? r**r! am j*nnrra <»r 

j^r*ai! h *rd i 1* 4 and d»**' id**d fh* 4 * h* an* * 4 fin* imtinii, 
uiui w «* find f *«»}»•• t r h,m l\ \u ll!nd drrhiniuj that 
hv ill 1 1 j i*' lint *rul ru*t»'in tin* fijahl *4 rjitur-.m^ f hr 
Ihaiui?! !»«•!• an!- ?*‘ a.r*, rn **lrr! • *r Thrar 

umv t h»* thirr \ §vh I »v J »t • » >4 Mama, I S »1* ^mi***, and 
Tn«*r, fh«* < run! Ihuatmr m ! hr Uhnna flip* Jhikr * 4 
Sav*ny, fin* Mnrmmvr * 4 Ihandrnhuttf, and f hr Km^ 
*4 H> «h»'una > wh»>, a a h aaumiri , Man r\< lu«l»*d f r* *f it 
liny ahntr in flu- * *ain»-d f*\rr]*t tin* rh-r? mu *4 thr* 

KllU*. ’lli*' -s»* rlr«!>a* i la-trr*I ?*» hi* t h«* MilT i^.ai *n 

»4 ! h«* H- Jna.n Sm-atr, and thrir ih:rn jam 5 u ally 
M-fllrd I In* »jU‘‘ ■* -n. TU *u arhunn and uiuuimi**in 

cilia' lata! l* »Ti ViH‘) ? hr i> a !: a! " hh a f a »n , f!i«’' ;-M*r«*U«i 

Mil nr III I hr 1 hr third at a# r \Mm friM'lird 

V. Ith t in* a j*]*r< <\ a! * 1 \h** **! hrr imhh-a and 1 hr H* * hitJU4 
ti*»fi id tin* limit if udn 

Thn M a a till* }>r*»»r?-.a tthl* h r* ultrd m tin- tail'uim* 

ti**!i *4 Mntiimhuii *>ii \j»3il 1 } , i iHd, i f Au«’hrii 4 
with ?! m dmd» in *4 t hath maj/nr. hv ? hi**** Arrh 
hialupj'-a *4 Manm, < * >h *j*hr , and Ti a r, Willi atut^ 

litid lila-amf i-rfrila-nad, Ifr f hua h**r t Ula* h*m 

njijjal'rid *4 !lir lu.j^U'ia! Thr^im, wh:*4i w«<uld hr hia 
14 frw Vauira hifrtU nil tin* timith *4 hli'dnn* li HI, m 

llitlh tun! with hun t hr An *t rum mmiarrh} imty 
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said to begin, if tbe Holy Empire in its old meaning 
comes to an end. Tbe accession of Maximilian I 
coincides with so many important developments that 
it may be looked upon as a landmark in bistory. 

Tbe old order was passing away, and tbe new birtb, 
tbe Eenaissance, bad taken its rise in Italy and already 
crossed tbe Alps. Ancient custom and tradition 
bad received a fatal blow in 1453, with tbe taking of 
Constantinople and tbe fall of tbe Eastern Empire. 
In tbe latter half of tbe fifteenth century, tbe so-called 
New Learning bad spread far and wide ; a return 
to classical taste in letters, in art, and in architecture. 
Printing bad brought tbe treasures of learning within 
reach of all, and books were no longer confined to tbe 
clergy ; tbe invention of gunpowder was changing 
tbe face of war, and making of no avail tbe chivalry 
of gallant knights like Bayard ; while regular drilled 
troops were steadily replacing tbe militia of feudal 
vassals. But perhaps tbe one event which brought 
most change to tbe ideas of men, was tbe stupendous 
widening of their horizon by tbe discovery of America, 
and tbe effect of this was heightened by tbe new 
teaching of tbe geographer and astronomer that 
their world was no firm plain with encircling ocean — • 
tbe centre of tbe universe — but a mere globe swept 
round in a solar system amidst countless others. 
Tbe thoughts and beliefs of men were shaken to their 
very foundation, and we can scarcely wonder that 
tbe long-revered scholastic philosophy of tbe Middle 
Ages was treated with ridicule, and men began to 
look upon tbe Gothic cathedrals and abbeys with 
tbe same indifference as they felt towards the mysti- 
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rt>m and <i»*vi*iinri of ?hmr fnjvfathrr.s who had raiartl 
timm. 

Aa ayy of :.jd«* nd* »ur and luxury in ovary depart - 
nu'iif of lit** had da\uu*d wh»*n inaii’a limi dmdtv wuh 
to gratify tho ta-.fa and tlm ;riun-i ; to nuika t ho 
ha. t m rv«*ry- way of this ptvsonf world, Tim result 
was a kind of naind Haganiam utirrly alnm to thn 
ajunt of hygono mu adm s and a.mrtim It U not 
Mirpnang f hmvf< »iv that, with oihrr b«dnda of tho 
jnn4 ug<*-», tin* ahadowy gtvatno.xs of tin* Homan Km* 
jur«* fad*'d away m t h»^ ahongm* light of tin* Kntium- 
MUirm liitiood h* na « f* * 1 1 h wo u«*o tin* H**ly Unman 
Kiupiro pavting into t h«* i human Kingdom, and m 
\w follow t h»* atrjii of Maxundmm vn* ahull uppmuatn 
I rim as mu* of ihr la t knight a of mndnoval t hivalry 
and tin* lira! patriot K mg t»{ modrm du}\s. 



CHAPTER VI 


WARS AGAINST BRUGES AND FRANCE 

1486—1494 

More troubles in Flanders — Maximilian taken 'prisoner by the men of 
Bruges — His release — The city attacked by Frederick III — Long 
and tedious war follows — Maximilian betrothed to Anne de Bretagne 
— Charles VIII marries Anne — Peace of Senlis — Marguerite sent 
back to Germany — Death of the Emperor Frederick III — Maximilian 
marries Bianca Sforza , niece of the Duke of Milan . 

A FTER his coronation as “ King of the Romans/’ 
Maximilian returned to the Netherlands in 
the summer of 1486, and went to Malines to fetch 
his son the Duke Philippe, in order to accompany him 
in a kind of royal progress through his dominions. 
Even the democratic burghers could not be quite 
unconscious of the glamour which attended the 
Archduke’s new dignity, and he met with a very 
favourable reception in Brabant and the other pro- 
vinces. His subjects had gained their purpose, and 
rejoiced in being at peace with France, but Maxi- 
milian was still full of bitterness and his heart was 
set upon revenge. He openly broke the Treaty of 
Arras by taking possession of Omer, but the next 
year this city was again occupied by the French under 
Philippe de Cr&vecceur, and the only result of his 
useless campaign was to excite the indignation of the 
people by the presence of his German and Swiss 
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When at. length new- ratio- t hut the Kmpetor was 
actually marching upon Bruge,, the r from*. t piv . -mv 
was put upon h is sun to yiehi t" the demand <>t his 
subjects, and nut until lie had done .o, and had gnen 
hostages, was he set tree v, hm the . n ; * t ml army 
was almost at the gates. Maximilian had promt. ed 
to leave Flanders within four dux ; of hi » dehveranre, 
but when he met Frederick 111 at I.oiix.un, advancing 
full of wrath against rebellion; l.tege, he appear; to 
have felt himself compelled as a prime ot tlx.* F.mjnre, 
and not "for his own i|uarrel,’’ to jom m the < .me 
paigll. It must lmve been a im ’ painful po -t* 
for the. Archduke, as a man oi honour, to tar.d. hi. 
VOW, but this is the excuse advanced by h; parti 

A long ami tedious war folloued, v, "!i v.u;. -n' 
success; Philip of (’lews, the ho. tape 1. a* Bin.*.- , 
having become t lie leader of t le- rebel!;, m, \* ]■-*..'* h, 
after abandoning the siege of tJl»«*nf , «! •• Kn p- t»r 
returned to (Jernmny in October, and Mav.imiian 
followed him later, having uppunted Dulm \lbe>r of 
Saxony ns his governor iu the ,Ni*th> ilmd In tins 
position, the Duke proved hut. ..-If a ■ pleed-d i’> te nd, 
and after suppressing an outbieak m Holland, h<* v,a > 
completely victorious in Brabant, wlo-ie the Be;...* 
of Frankfort with France »a< w.tm.h . m.-d 

by the whole country, more c p.-nallx by loia.im 
and Bruges, which ixad suiteivd t.-mblx both jn.m 
war and plague. Driven to extremity, Ha* < .* a of 
Flanders sued for pardon to their h-rd, and in retain 
for his acknowledgment us Urgent many burner 
privileges were, restored to the burghers. 

But scarcely was this settled before fresh dis- 
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f it ft LUif'* • Bp dm »»u* * 1 1 1 r * ? ? 1 1 1 - ah v.uirr of Ihikr 
AlU-rf in t h-rmanv. Ih im- and i !hmi wnv u.ua ! 

till* rhir! • *•!*-! .* 1»- T , and !};•■!•** U..fi al *» U jMVUf 1* lUg 

<d fj f i h m i j.*m a's’ wi*<» i »* av ?lm kmum* *d th»* \ :rmm 
whilr fhmr i n '• n a !md «d i\v hrrad and a mrrtt 
r |irr .»•, f * * \r • V ft* fhnr m*rdn ThlM HU -iMndrd ll* 
wh-.; J.i f mvrd i*v u * h-ad«*r i «»n m*w ; <d I hr ivturn of 
Alhrrt *d Savniv, and pm hrd nmmatdv, wh.-n again 
t ha t * * v. m. tv* urm d ! « » fhmr allrgunrr. Hit* hmi 
plarr |u v irM w a < S-uv-., whriv f. h*’ h*»rd «d Mavrin- 
Mrl 11 , fiiih.-r *d Philip of drvri. dud duiing I hr 
Hlrgr. 

ll a * intrjvd mg Inal that KnglBh . hi}* * a.*ni hy 
Umrv \ 1 1 }md I almn part m thm at tank, Maxi, 
nuluui ha\mg t"ii> hah d an u4 limit r idhanri* xv it It tin* 
Kiiph h Kuun v, li « * had tr ariil 1 y lliftdr a ffirndly 
r.t inanrrn.il ima?v w if h Bnigmu Thr King *d t!m 
KiUnair- wa» madv !*» d»» anything m hi . hut nd <d 
Kranrr, and in H!«* hr had hrm aurrr.v.ful m urmng- 
iuju' a mat nag** with \nn«n thr hriiv * of Brrfugnr, 
\vh«»-jr failmr* iHilm Kranron U» had dird two yrnr.i 
hrft av, ullrr making a rompni.ory pram with tin? 
Prnirli Uryrn?, Anm- dr Braujrtn Thr lhirhw-4 Anna 
of BrHagmn 1dm Mari*’ dr Bonrg**gnr hrforr lu*r, hud 
thought !** 1 1 1 i 1 1 *i j»t< *f n't * *r Hi t hr A rrhdukr i »f A U at na» 
and all arrafi^rmmt *» w«-rr mndr for a marrmgr with 
Imn 1. v pi* » x v **n Mai »di III* l-U^h But unfort unaf *dy 
Maxunihaii wan always a lay^iinl iu l**vr, and tm 
didayt'd f*. ha fm thr }m!p id lim hndr and maim 
Mltr «»l hrJ. 

Af that rim ami imnurjit t h * 1 drat Si <d Matf hiaH 
Cjiirviiar-i King td liungaiy (April d) armurd tn givn 


him a splendid opport unity «<f »*.*»*. .v.-t Vienna 
and Lower Austria, ami all hi; t li< *t! *. f hf , wen- turned 
towards an immediate exp -dit ion. He ua . ure. . fa} 
in oxpolling the Hungarian-- t'l * -n i hi-; father" eapifal ; 
and although Wladislav <-f iSnle-mia t < -* <k tin- place . .f 
Matthias on the throne of Hungary, the am-ieur eon 
tract was ultimately renewed th it, in d> fault of mule 
heirs, Maximilian should eventually .-uic. Tin- 
war in Hungary did m<t to an emi mud 

November Mill, when tin* Pear.* of Pjv-.bun.' u. lt 
signed. Meantime tin* negligent .suitor of \« - .• ,},. 
Bretagne was destined to pa> dearly f--r hi, delay 
and apparent, indilTerem-e. lake fin- lam. - . of p, ur 
gundy, Anne had many suitor.-, and ah hough her 
wedding to the Austrian Archduke hn-1 .if lu-* b -m 
concluded hy proxy in Dee.-ml-i IPjn, n--r hmg could 
secure this precious hride |,»j her 1. -i . i ‘ . p..| ,.- ..} 
presence, and protection. 

Yet always a dreamer, and absorbed bi tin- m 
terosts of the moment, Musumhim lingered m he. 
eastern provinces, while tin- young Fremh King, 
aware of the supreme ijuportai.ee for iTune of 
Anne s inheritance, pressed on ). : pm mi "f lu* 
Duchess, a girl of bar -!v Jiff *’*’13 , U'-ii'j h#* ■;!«<£/* 4 * i 1 1 f 
HenncH and cnmpeJlrtl to hitdj*! t h*« t»Tiuo L#*r ; 

to break off her marriage contrai l with the King of 
the Romans, and become t}„. wife of churl.-- V 111 
without even waiting for the needful dr-p.-i .di-.n 
from the Rope. 

This took place in December Mid, ai d v.- may 
imagine) the dismay and indignation of Maximilian, 
who thus was not only robbed of his own bride, but 


saw Ijh damdifor Man»ii*’rif«* tw-i! off and ivpudiat f*I 
lifter havuu; bo.’U h»r t*ndu yoar* 1* ** * ?;•'» i upon n:\ t ho 
nominal t^m.-n of Kranro. In hn imm** wrath nf 
t hU drfiaid ! *fv;u‘h * *t fait h, !m w oidd havo Kurnpo 
in a Rt;,u bu? 1 1 1 * - t human n» «blra and fhn Flunddi 
bnrtdwta nM;«- r to h»dp hint in a war agumat 
Kraunn, win!*’ hw allmi, Hanrv VI i of 

Knyland uni t iordinand <4 Spam, \\ <iv pu.atathai by 
bribo •. »»f land or iu»*n».*v I * * fonako hm ran a\ 

Tito Ttva! \ of \traa had boon oham«dr/uly broken, 
and ttw Hajobnim prid«« had boon rnmlly wumidod* 
for t ha? pmaf I i * #11*0* had t*V« r boon Won* to (L'ain 
ntoiv 1 » n if * j \ bv rnatnauo than by r* >n<[Uo.d , In 
flna ra ! *o tin* » »!d dr * >‘lt v.,o rrrtainly n«»f jvnlmod ; 

I j-'-ll v a r '' v; * ta f«- r. i .Votn* **>.]?•<* 

■N j ♦■;•.« M a it ^ viho, ii.a n?a Voooi. 

Tin* ait Hall* *11 W. 1 -: .lilt limri* M-rimf* fli.m till* fiM't 
that Maiym-nt.* .4 ituri.'ui5ii) w its ..till lift niiu’ii m 
Kruno*. ii.i :.t !•] >1 \v. i.* t itl.i- ti t<« return in*r dowry, 
umt fin-i.* «.» . i r< , li t ikiiU'* in tiy Kroioh 

«uj>jH*n <4 * luul.-i *4 Kyuu'iui, wtn» 1'iirty in HU2 
Wii:i i's«*! fi«i* Jr* an tin tnri-iyn jinmtt. At length 
lot it'll fi.nl f.i yiv<> u aV }>t {H.lit'V, ami, aft t*r 
mu i m Ait'.i ., aorj>!rd Swiaa umlia 

ti»*n toward ■ a truo* with Krano*. which w;i . followed 
by th>* 1’. ;m »* >4 S>*nh . mi M«v lilt, 1 Hilt, in which it, 
u ii.i an iUn'i-i i that theyoun^ Austrian j»rmo*n« ahould 
In* hi-n! hi'isu* ati>i lined <4 h«*f dowry ahotiid be j^iVm 
hath, Thin «i ijjri-' *ii< » Ji on ttn* Jtart uf Charles \ 1 1 i 
tint n* .1 juf t w it h tin* a{tj»r<tva! **f all lh« ruuneilturtf, 
iu r tin* Sir.* <it* Uranvilln remarked : '* Si It* r > >y moji 


maistre vouiait croire mon conseu, u iwiuiaio 
jamais fille ne fillette, ville ne villette. . . . 

However, the young girl, who was now thirteen, was 
escorted back to her native land with all honour and 
dignity, and we are told that when the burghers of 
Cambray welcomed her with the cry of “ Noel ! ” she 
called out joyously “ Vive Bourgogne ! ” At Valen- 
ciennes, where her French guard of honour was to leave 
her, Ma rguerite had a splendid reception, the streets, 
from the city gate to the town hall, being decorated 
with tapestry hangings and lighted with innumerable 
torches. The town guilds met her in stately pro- 
cession, and entertained her with historical pageants ; 
such as the Anointing of the King of the Romans, 
the Story of Sainte Marguerite, Pegasus Flying in the 
Air, Daniel and Habakkuk, the Five Foolish and the 
Five Wise Virgins, and at the end a young girl coming 
forth with a flower, a marguerite. 

After leaving Valenciennes the young princess 
had a narrow escape from a plot of some “ Land- 
sknechte ” to take her captive and hold her in 
pledge for the pay due to them. This incident gives 
some idea of the disturbed condition of the country. 
During the next four years Marguerite appears to 
have spent most of her time at Namur. Meantimo 
steps were taken to carry out the other conditions 
of the Peace of Senlis. Artois and the Franche-Comte 
remained with Burgundy, though Arras reverted to 
France in exchange for other towns. 

In this same year, 1493, occurred the death of the 
Emperor Frederick III, who for some years had 
retired from public business, most unwillingly, as 



lii» alu aV;> had a i'UhH'ii-.j Irrlmj/ i «f jmlun.v towards 
h* ■ ’"J»- ilr 1 '•■■i ha '-i 1 - ini:.- m f.uhin: h#-atth> 

Mi’vru-!* f ♦ » * i i ; li. ray t? ! hr l-Mi.r , nf MU,* l.nf, , s \i 

1* ? 1h! a * I' Jr* ’*'"u ■'*••! i»* al!**v, an njirrat mu 

h* !•«* Jh-i l« and at h*!u*fh wli»*n taahmiu^ thr 

ay^ay “1 ann-m.^mn a’ t!-.* Lmr tn«‘,i mt ; " Alas! 
Kit*; r r I* i r« i**i a l , *!..«* \ « *u mu.-a }** ar !»* nil j»« rdrnty 

t hr fim huaim- * fhrl.nir.r ! Ihaf hr vnm fml Iniur 

imtlrt*-*! In r!ii‘!;!V t }» l ■» imli^Iiity t for hr dirt} m ml! 

ultriM aid ■•, it :■ ■ am h -in raimy inn iinuiv mrlciis,, 

mu \ny\ i-.? Hh I I’Ja. a* t a-r *d ,. r u*ut\ t<4?hl, 
Uuni,.i* h. . hmn r*vu <d tiff v Hit.-.- unn if may h r 
aai«l t hat 1 h»* - !a] <! ‘ • a* I an f m* nfy had Iren fviftirrt} 
tu a jnr jv had^a. 

Hi ’ 1 a* »ii Ma * in. ihaii had ? i » * t* 1 *»t» *jnr til fraht v 
a j wit! Aral jmmi a; (had ..f fin* Kinpirv, Hr hail 
iu?h#\ifM !>»•, n ni .,\ Jr f.» i ■ , u i \ Hi! ju •< | »rn{*rr .v-.i v n 
J*»r, a! In** fd «*!. 4 wh:«'h had falirii {darr Hjirr 
ill'i rl.-rtii.n, t|ir I * ; i S' I * * Vi !!;*!.. i.-ii * <h’»t IliiM'V nf f fir u\i\ 
hmjiri<*r had < arm d fin* d».y. K vm wfarii a! f h*** 

I d**! nf 1’ lal'd.d’if , ! i Mh Ff’driirh, who Wantrd 
ItinUrV f*T hi*) i Uf kid* « ln*|nt* t had Jin *!!U ani <:« if i ■- 
°* tin*) v* «ir hut mi i md tat!. At Hun im- 
|«»rfant Id*-!, m whit h th»* imjmrmt rifim \wtv first 

1 4 1 ! i i ! 1 1 * ■* 1 1 * ■ 1 1 !■* tain* f hnr J»larr, Hrrt ht*M, t hr patriot 
Airht-1 dmji id .Manna hud rajjrrlv urjjnf for f hr 
m*rn|id t im»* tin* ^r*’at »d»jn f i nf t hr ** Inilidfrirdr 
t*r PuMm iVarr # and i hr f* »nmif i* *n nf »n Imjirnul 
t Villi'! i »! J n .* n’*“ , 

Hr*%if hnjuv'i had 1 *♦*« *ii niirr tunr** at;, fhn 

lh<'t «<l Nnrjjf ui>*, Ml»l, ttii.-n Mnxtmiiuui imti 
wai jiily ? in ' r iiiiil had irriiiu- 


ATA/1.-C* Jk it A * ■» 


mended that, tin* Public IVaiT, in* lead <>f being 
carried for ton years, should hi* pr, el. timed fur trrr, 
with a suit aide Court to carry it • den ion . Bui tin* 
well-meaning voting sovereign \va > ever one to give 
way to the impulse of tin* moment ; ho vva a dreamer 
whose mind was so full oi magnitie, lit plan ; of 
international intervent ion, that he had m> tum* or 
energy to devote to the more homely ta 1. of im 
proving the condition of hi . own eountrv. Hi. 
absorbing ideal at tin* time of hi', father’., death, 
was tint desire to assert his imperial aw*, lent ^ m 
Italy, which his enemy Charles \ 1 1 1 ten alo-ady 
making preparations to invade. 

The Kmperor was at this time oti t eim of fnend 
ship with Ludovico Sfor/a, the ruler of Milan, who 
thought his alliance sntfieientlv <le irahle to op, v 
Maximilian the hand of his nieee, Hum.i Maria, null 
a princely dowry of HUU.OUti ducat *. Thn \o-mg 
lady, who had attained the mature age of inmtv 
one, was the daughter of Galeas/o Main Shura, 
Duke of Milan and Bonn of Savoy. The Stoi,*.u 
family wort! of peasant origin, a fact which the 
proud German nobles could never forgive m tie* 
bride of their lord, although his need >4 money v. a ; 
so great that her dowry more than atoned he ) - i 
lowly descent. Bianca had already been fwjee 
betrothed, first to Philibert l«* i'lm- ,-ur Duke of 
Savoy, and after bis untimely death to tin* elde.j 
son of Matthias Corvinus King of llmg.uv, w ho 
being disinherited, lost his exj*< 5 • d bride a - . Well 
as his kingdom. 

On this third occasion, when her marriage w aa 


carried out successfully, the Italian princess may 
well have been elated at the high position of Empress 
which awaited her, and her mother, the widowed 
Duchess Bona, wept with joy and satisfied ambition ; 
for Bianca’s future life of sadness and disappointment 
was hidden in the future. A splendid marriage 
ceremony took place by proxy at Milan; then 
followed a long and terrible journey in the dead of 
winter over “ those fearful, cruel mountains,” crossing 
the Stelvio Pass in storm and snow and reaching 
Innsbruck on Christmas Eve to find that her laggard 
bridegroom was still at Vienna. Here he remained 
for the next three months, and only with difficulty 
was he induced to meet his bride at Ala on March 9. 
Maximilian always declared that his heart was buried 
with his first wife, Marie of Burgundy, and he never 
felt much interest in poor Bianca, although he 
treated her with unfailing courtesy. She accom- 
panied her husband in the summer of 1494 to the 
Netherlands, where he went to transfer the govern- 
ment to his son Philippe, who was declared to have 
attained his majority at sixteen. The young prince 
and his sister Marguerite welcomed the imperial 
bridegroom and bride with splendid festivities at 
Maestricht, where they held a gay court with the 
nobles of the province. 

Marguerite does not appear to have had much in 
common with her stepmother, for in the mass of 
correspondence which has been preserved, between 
her father and herself, we never find even a casual 
mention of the Empress, until the mention of her 
last illness and death, in a few compassionate letters. 



ill* Ull lo w« niu MUimv ^uuurj, HU Uir pupil < 
Anne de Beaujou would have little .a input hv wii 
a frivolous lady wlm delighted in tin* evtravagaj 
fashions of Milan, and was brought i: j • by a in.uh.- 
“dame de petit, sens/’ us t'ouumne-, railed b* r. b 
had occasion to know the Lady Mona well, for ,%1 
was a sister of Charlotte of Savoy. •< n of Louis X 
and she lived for years at the Frmeh Court. 
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uii«*!hi*r !n L;i ilk‘::!n*i'ti«>n» Tin* r*j*rdit i«»n had 
I# «lij 4 t *rrn I hr- Mr nirti }*r**jrrt nf I harh'f, hut tliti 
»*j*j«*?*Ui«*n *4 la, nnirr, til* 1 Itrgriit A nu»% had 
{»!'*• v*'ijt*"«l 4 ? i n« < * nnjdiHhinrnl until 1m umjMnty 
wu'\ i|rrhifr«i and hr w u’-i tun i»w n madrr, Hi? had 
tv Ui ddliutr r^niMra f*»t lui» atu!ut)nUH |*f*t*jrr!if, 1 ll*5 
Ufa!. tom lilt* rhiilli t n Milan faUlidrd fhr Ui affiant) 
i» f f hr Jirvf Ihula* «*f Oilrun « to VhIhi! urn \ i:\vunt i, 
\V lit **»r right ft* Mirrrret hrf fill !it*r had 1 *rr Ji tiilgt ll*- 
tnird hy ii Ihijjait Ilnrf, 4 hit w-ruiifl Frriirlt chum 
Wii-it In Nujilrit, hu h Qurt’ii Juannu un hvt death, ill 
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sought him and offered to surrender everything, 
but the citizens of Florence rose against their lord 
on his return, and expelled him. The French Kin g 
was received with servile acclamations in Lucca and 
Pisa, where he left a garrison, and continuing his 
march to Florence, he was welcomed with due 
honour, although the large army which he had 
brought with him soon gave the citizens cause for 
complaint. 

Worse was to follow, for Charles insisted upon 
receiving a large sum of money as well as the towns 
of Sarzana, Pietra Santa, Pisa, and Livorno. In 
vain Capponi threatened to call the people of Florence 
to arms, the French demands had to be granted 
before the French army would leave the city. Charles 
now pursued his triumphant progress towards Rome, 
and Pope Alexander VI recognised his critical posi- 
tion, for the Eternal City could not be defended 
against this overwhelming force. After much anxiety 
and vacillation, he gave up any idea of resistance, 
and the French King entered Rome on the last day 
of that eventful year. 

When Charles VIII left Rome on January 28, all 
his demands were satisfied and he took with him 
Caesar Borgia, Cardinal of Valencia, as the Pope's 
Legate (but in reality as a hostage), to give a kind of 
religious authority to his military expedition. All 
was prosperous for a time, as the people had fled 
before him, leaving the country waste, and Alfonso 
King of Naples had resigned in favour of his popular 
son Ferrantino. Fortress after fortress surrendered 
without a blow, Gaeta and Capua threw open their 
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gat as, and at langt h Naph a sant ambus, das t < * in vita 
tha mining of bar r< an (tiaror. Tha Ftvnah antarnd 
tin* capital on Fahruary *JL\ and, full of triumph anti 
vain a lory at tlnur amusing .-unv^, guva tln*mstdws 
Up to ihdolaht plan U!‘a ^ 

Flmrlas app»*ujvd to ha va attained all his desires, 
Vat f ha iv Wafa lmt want mg rail aih significant warn ■ 
nigs of routing t rouble. ( a* sir Borgia had mudu 
hi ’» a rape fj«*m tin* Flanali ramp at Yellatri, where a 
Spanish amhu*iy had inrf tin* French King with 
raproaahal f. »r 1* i l Hit**! faivhro with t ha Holy Fat hat\ 
Ludovico S!or;*a % h»»w halo* of Milan, indignant at 
bring jvf'ii »*d Sarsuna and Fiat ra Santa its his part 
of t ha ;>pt‘ii, w as alraady j* bniug inf riguas against him, 
CliarF':. w.c. a row had King of Nuplas and attempt ad 
to malm :.“hif 4 u aful laws, hut, as Fommiuas describes 
tin* behaviour of f ha French : “ Wa .-pant our time in 
pair! y , ant art aiumant s, darning and !* »un lament s, and 
givw ;>,n in i« den! and \ aih, w a .scarce r» Urddetvd t ha 
Labans to ha man/* Snah conduct could hot fail 
to niaat with tin* Nama.?dn which it deserved, 

Maaut i in a was sent as ambassador to 

Venice to pai undo that tmpojtafi! Sfala It* take 
iii t iva par! <»n t ha aide of France. If. came us ii 
shock at varprce to him whan ha was informed hy 
tha 1 toga on Marali III , t tUfi* that ha had joined an 
idhaia a with "our Holy Fat har tin* Fopa t t ha Kings 
id i 1 1 a Houiah s and of ( a 4 ih\ and t ha f hike of Milan 
for f ha d«danrt^ of Italy.** Fniijiiiiftes was da nrad to 
inform Kmg ( hailca of this, and to add tliaf the 
Venetian ambassadors in atfetuiuner upon him were 
tai return to Venire. Tin* French King was noon 
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bolt from the blue but he delayed hi; departure 
from Naples until nearly the end of May. 

With profound interest ami the deep.- .t indignut ion, 
Maximilian had wutehed from afar every i. p <d this 
triumphant invasion, which seemed a deadly M"W 
to imperial interests in Italy. Nothing could e\reed 
his desire to juinthe League against the I retail, v>hieh 
had in great measure been started by the freaeb*-ry 
of the Duke of Milan, Ferdinand <>f Spam, who bad 
his own designs upon Naples, was one oi tin* m> • .t 
urgent in promoting this secret eon. piracy again -I 
Charles Vi II. In ortler to make ..lire the Km 
peror’s support, lie suggested a doubb- alliance be- 
tween their families; the marriage t.f h: .■ n the 
Infante Don .Juan, heir to tin* Spanish thorn.-, With 
the Princess Marguerite of Austria, and that of his 
daughter Juana with the young Archduke Philippe. 
These weddings, of whieh all the advantage was 
destined to be on the side of Austria, were ;.m ■■ ■esshdiy 
carried out the following year. 

But Maximilian was powerless to talo* any useful 
part in the struggle without the sinew of war, and 
he found it absolutely necessary to obtain a large 
grant of money. The Diet of Monas was therefore 
summoned to meet in March Hdb, but there was 
much diiliculty in procuring the attendance of tie* 
Electors at this important m.i,, notwithstanding 
urgent persuasion. The Kmperor in person made 
a strong appeal to the Estates to vote him an immr 
diate grant in order to check the success of the Flench 
in Italy ; ho also demanded a regular nubiudy fur 
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twelve years in order to form a standing army of 
Landsknechte and so redeem the honour of the 
Empire. 

He was listened to with marked coldness and 
indifference, and it was Berthold of Mainz who rose 
to announce that the Electors could only grant 
money on their own terms, and that redress must 
come before supply. This great leader of the de- 
mocracy had at last found his opportunity, and he 
needs here a few words of special notice. Count 
Berthold of Henneberg, Archbishop of Mainz, was 
now a man of fifty-three, who for the last eleven years 
had not only ruled his province with justice and 
wisdom, but had distinguished himself as an Elector 
by his vigour and eloquence and by his patriotic 
enthusiasm on the subject of national policy and 
reform. He was more a statesman than a priestly 
bishop, and his heart was set upon a national united 
life for his country, and to this end he devoted himself 
with the utmost courage and perseverance. Only 
by sad experience did he discover that it was a 
visionary task to inspire with his own enthusiasm 
the petty feudal lords, who only really cared for their 
own selfish interests. Still for a time, he won over 
the whole college of Electors and was definitely 
accepted as their leader. They fully agreed with his 
pertinent demand at the Diet of Worms : “ Why 
should their German States, whose country needed all 
their devotion, and whose only hope was in peace, 
go out of their way to undertake a long and 
tedious war in an alien land ? ” Yet on certain 
conditions, the Diet might be induced to give the 


King of the Romans the financial help which he 
required. 

The old demands which Berthold had made in 
1485 were again put forth with renewed urgency. 
The Landfriede, or Public Peace, and other reforms 
were again fully explained ; but the first necessity 
was for the appointment of a permanent Imperial 
Council, to represent the Electors and all the other 
Estates of the Empire. This was to have supreme 
authority and no act of Maximilian was to be con- 
sidered legal without its approval. The only real 
authority which it was proposed to give the sovereign 
was absolute command in time of war, but hostilities 
were never to begin without the permission of the 
Council. If any difficulty arose about the decision of 
the Council, Maximilian would only have a single 
vote like any other member. In conclusion, if he 
accepted this democratic scheme, a “ Common Penny ” 
would be levied and an army raised “ to be under the 
orders of the Council.” Now this Common Penny 
had always been a stumbling-block. It was a curious 
mixture of income tax and poll tax, a roughly assessed 
and rudely graduated property tax. The knights 
had always refused to pay it, while the abbots and 
clergy refused to recognise the demands of a merely 
secular body. 

We cannot wonder that the Emperor looked upon 
these proposals from his subjects as a veiled demand 
that he would resign his rule over them ; but he 
kept his temper and cleverly contrived to discuss 
minor points of debate. Then he made a proposal 
that the Council, whose value he fully acknowledged, 


would only In* required to art independently during 
t ht*. sovereign's absence ; to this ho uddt*d other 
suggestions whieh would make it merely a royal 
{ 'otineil, eoiujih-telv subordinate to the royal wishes. 
This was fully discussed (Uirim; a process of long 
and weary negotiation, and at length the reforming 
members ol the 1 )iet came to the conclusion that it- 
would he wi .er to give up their Kxeeut ive Council 
than suiter it to be so t ram-fonued. 

This took place on Align t i , and the 1 )iet then 
turned to the other suggestion-. the Common Penny, 
the Public Peace, and the Imperial Court ol Justice, 
which Maximilian had already declared his willingness 
to accept . The l.aiidfuede was proclaimed in per- 
petuity, and private war was absolutely forbidden 
to all feudal subjects Under penult) of the hall of the 
Kmpiiv. This law of Public Peace was apparently 
to be carried out. bv making those who dwelt within 
twenty miles, of an armed quarrel, responsible for it, 
and bound to interfere. 1! they were unable to 
make peace, t lie }»iet was bound to vindicate the law. 
Pleading in Court was to take the place of violence. 

The new Imperial Tribunal was to have at its head 
u chief Judge who was chosen by the sovereign, with 
sixteen assessors under him, half of knightly rank 
and the other half hoefor.-i of Law-, who were to he 
elected hv the Hutu tea, and whose authority was 
supreme. Homan Paw was to be administered in 
thin Court, which was new in Ctermnny with regard 
to land rights, although the maxima of Homan Law 
in dual mum a “Corpus Juris" had been in a great, 
ino&aure accepted since the age. of Conrad 111 (1138™ 


this decision of the Imperial Court, Homan Law- 
spread not only to the Netherlands, hut to the Cut eh 
East Indies, to Ceylon, and to South Africa. 

The newly formed Tribunal was not to follow the 
sovereign, but to remain at some fixed place at the 
will of the Estates, by whom also its officers were to 
be paid, thus making it independent of tin* Em- 
peror. The Council had supreme jurisdiction over 
all people and all lawsuits, and its decrees wen* to 
be immediately carried out. It was also decided 
that the Diet was to meet every year, and no impor- 
tant matter could he settled even hy tin* monarch 
without its formal consent. Maximilian wa; com 
polled to agree to this, hut In* felt it was quite a 
different thing from a Council always sitting with 
absolute control over everything. The m*w universal 
tax, the Common Penny, was estahli led for four 
years, was to he collected locally, and then given 
into the care of seven imperial treasurers, carefully 
chosen by the Emperor and his subjects. In return 
for his concessions, Maximilian was allowed to tain* 
150,000 florins from this fund to pay tin* expenses 
of his Italian expedition. Hut it was not until 
September that the Diet of Worms broke up, and 
events had made such rapid progress that it was now 
too late for him to intervene in Italy, for tin* French 
had escaped. 

We left Charles VI 11 still master of Naples, from 
which ho reluctantly retreated on May PI , Mho, 
taking only half of his army and leaving tin* rest with 
the Viceroy, Charles do Moiitpensier, to protect his 



conquests against King Perrantmu, who had recently 
landed in Calabria, ami was supported by Spain. 
When (hr French King arrival at. Rome, tin* Pop e 
had taken refuge at Urvieto, and (diaries confirmed 
his journey by Pisa to Sprzia. where he left 2,000 
foot soldiers and fiUO cavalry to opp< ise (Jenoa. 
Ponfremoli Mtnvndered to him and In* was thus 
master oi the Pans, beyond which the army of tin* 
League was lying in wait f«»r him. With intinite 
labour, the heavy artillery was drawn by the Swiss 
mercenaries over the steep mountain pally and at 
length the .straggling columns i.f the army reached 
Form* vo in the valley oi the Taro, and encamped 
there ft if the night. The opposing forces had taken 
up their tat ion on the right Isaak of the river, where 
they had funned a fortified camp. They were conn 
nrnnded by Francesco Uou&igu Marquis of Mantua, 
and w ere m strong fierce, about '10,000 men in f he 
pay of \ mure. Amongst these wen* several thotn 
sands of St radio? s, the fierce horsemen of Albania, 
and a retfam number of troops from Milan. 

The next morning, July 0, the French King decided 
to cross the Taro and force a wav along the left 
bank, w Ijiefi warn accomplished with much difficulty* 
as there had been heavy ram and the river was in 
Hood. The army of f diaries had been reduced by 
famine and fev«*r until it scarcely numbered nine 
thousand. In the vanguard was a strong body of 
men at arms, flu* chief pari of the artillery, and 
about three thousand Swiss. This portion, gallantly 
commanded by tin* King in person, became .separated 
from the rest of t he army, and was attacked by the 


force of the battle fell upon the rear, which was 
hardly pressed by the force under France: m tJonzaga. 
All this took place in a tremendous thunderstorm, 
which echoed through the hills as though all the 
artillery of heaven took part in the eontlirt. At a 
critical moment, the »St rail hits caught sight of the 
baggage waggons moving away from the river, and 
made off with one consent in pursuit, giving them- 
selves up to plunder. The Italian horsemen, who 
made a brave attack, were outflanked and put to 
flight, being pursued as far as the ford. This brought 
confusion to the army of the allies, many of whom 
took no part in the battle. 

So fierce was the fighting that, although it lusted 
a bare half-hour, there was fearful blood, Led, for 
few prisoners were taken, and the fallen men at arms 
were killed with hatchets by the camp followers. 
Both sides claimed the vietnrv ; but the French 
certainly had the best of it, us they thus suem-ded 
in forcing their way through an overwhelming force, 
and marching off unmolested during the night, 
Charles had lost, all the rich treasures of his vamp, 
but he may well have been thankful to hitW r;u‘iijirt| 
with his life. 

The French King reached Asti on July 15 , to find 
that his fleet had been taken by (h*noa, and that 
all the precious and valuable plunder which had hem 
brought from Naples was lost, to him. As f, , r hi ; 
cousin, Louis of Orleans, he had unwisely allowed 
himself to be besieged in Novara, mat urgent help 
was needed to save the garrison. All the radiant 
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hopes with which Charles had set forth on his career 
of conquest, were crushed and destroyed ; nothing 
remained for him but to make a truce at Vercelli, 
and take his way back across the Alps, a sadder and 
a wiser man. He did not reach Lyons until after 
the middle of October. 


CHAPTER VIII 



MARRIAGE ALLIANCES OP THE HOUSE OP HAPSBURG 

1495—1500 

Maximilian arranges a double alliance with Spain : his daughter Mar- 
guerite to marry the Infante Juan, and the Archduke Charles to 
marry Princess Juana, who by a series of deaths becomes heiress 
of Spain — Her son Charles born in 1500 — Maximilian raises an 
army and invades Italy — His disastrous failure — War with the 
Swiss — Louis XII defeats Lodovico of Milan, who is taken prisoner 
— Diet of Augsburg. 

D URING- the following year, 1496, Maximilian 
concluded his negotiations with Ferdinand 
and Isabel of Spain for the double alliance which 
was to connect their Houses. The Archduke Philippe 
was to marry Juana, the second daughter of the 
Spanish sovereigns, and the Princess Marguerite 
was to become the wife of the Infante Don Juan, 
heir to the throne of Spain. The arrangement was 
the more easily concluded as the exchange of princesses 
would obviate any difficult question of dowry on 
either side. 

Juana was now seventeen years old, a year younger 
than Philippe, who, besides his splendid position as 
lord of all the dominions of his mother, was heir of 
Austria and other lands, and was also rumoured to be 
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*' ill** inns? hand <uim voting man in Kurnpo.” Tina 
wt-t }i iin ijc was t<» tak»* plan* first, ami it was sullied 
I hat tlm SpunBh prmr**; , , h* m l< } sail to »m tin* port 
of Laivda, jssir Sant him 1* * r, <*n Align. -t 1*2, 1 4tHk 
under tin* pnUerfinn of an armed thvt, a-, there was 
war with Kram-e at t hat tun**. Tin* voyage was a 
terrible e\pi-nejie»« in neigh weather, and when the 
fleet nr. driven f * *r deafer int t > the harbour of Port- 
land, two i-aravid » were mis dug ; another vessel 
f«mndetvd on t h»* r«*as? i J Handers, and poor Juana 
In. St s» »liii* of Ju r prr Miia! at tendant * as \\ rll as most 
of her r'wh wedding pr«* vnt ■ . 

Sim was r«v»-i\ni at \ntwerp, wh**re sin* did not, 
arrive until September IS, be Marguerite, Imr at t * p - 
mother, and. Margaret ni \ * *rk , 1 , n\uij;» , r Ihirhrs.s 
ui Burgundy ; But Pluhppe was away m flu* Tyrol. 
Tim Spanish I «nd«* 1 ravelled **n to Julia t * » meet him, 
and Vi a a tv t»Jd that .In* iwik h«*r mala in Spanish 
ladiem,” and wa . r.v* »rted f»\ a band nf made. 
Tin 4 young Atvhdule* appear* t<» have been as uandi a 
laggard m Bvr in In-, father, for tin 4 marriage did 
U»*t talo* {dan* fill lain m Oefober. Brussels had 
been idin.srii for their re u*h*nr«s and a palaee pre- 
pared J* *r ! linn in that ritv. 

Meant wm i In* Spanish tl#*v t and flu* Indies in* 
wait mg nn fhv Infanta, w ere to return in the nuite 
of the Bnn^rs.s Marguerite, and they art. sail to 
brave mire more fin* terror# uf f he oreun, in January 
M‘JT. Tins voyage was at ill moo* atnrmy than the 
lord „ and fit * 4 /Japs me! with aurh tremendous gale# 
that nuffit* nf f firm writ* w reeked, and tin* Prmee&s 
hermdf w an in muu*mo danger* Hut aim dm wed a 
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brave heart and tried to cheer her ladies, even writing 
a distich on her adventures : 

Ci-gist Margot, la gente demoiselle, 

Qu’eut deux maris, et si mourut pucelle. 

Fortunately this quaint epitaph was not required, 
although the noble company were driven by stress 
of weather into an English port. Queen Isabel of 
Spain had written to ask for hospitality, in case of 
need, from Henry VII, and he sent a courteous 
letter to Marguerite praying her to remain at South- 
ampton as long as she pleased, “ for we believe that 
the movement and roaring of the sea is disagreeable 
to Your Highness and the ladies who accompany you.” 

The Austrian princess had a magnificent reception 
when, early in March, she landed safely at the port 
of Santander, and she was warmly welcomed at 
Burgos by the Queen of Spain. The wedding took 
place as soon as Lent was over, and every promise 
of happiness seemed to await the young bride, for 
the Infante Juan, heir to so great a kingdom, had also 
every charm of person and character, and was spoken 
of as the “ delight of his parents and the idol of his 
people.” But all too soon these brilliant hopes 
were shattered ; once more Marguerite was pursued 
by misfortune. Barely eighteen months later her 
beloved husband was taken from her by the deadly 
pestilence which ever seemed to lurk in those medi- 
aeval cities, and when, a little later, her child was 
born, the hoped-for heir of Spain and her vast de- 
pendencies, “ Elle eut bien courte joie de son en- 
fantement et n’eut guere titre de mere ,” 1 for the 
1 Le Maire, Jehan, “Triomphe d’honneur et de vertu.” 
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fragile ha hr did but oj »eii her eyes for nnt‘ brief 
moment and parsed awu\. 

The Mirce , n »n now passed ft* flu* eldest daughter 
of th»* S|»;ini h .o ivrreigm-, l .nhel Queen of Portugal, 

A son wa i i inrn to ii«*r m August 141)8, hut it was 
lit th«* **ONt of In* in* »1 ht*r life, and tin* infant prince 
died t w«» year ; later. halving Juana of Spain, tin* 
w if*** of t lit** Archduke Philippe heire*^ of Spain and 
tin* rich d } i’i *vi*n**'i of tin* New World, Bv thin 
Strang** fatality tin* marriage of Philipp**, which hud 
seemed of nuudt hri importanre than that of his 
hist rr, proved ultimately to excreise flu* great esi 
inlhtenee on tin* history of Kurope. 'Tin* old adage 
was mi re mon* j n rifn**!, that *“ hv marriage Austria 
won m« uv ; ; u?vr s » than hv war/' for tin* son horn to 
Philipp** and Juana at ilhent, on February -M, 1500, 
afterwards th«* Kmperor Uiarle.-t V, became heir 
t*» va ■t doiniiii*»i»s, beyond even the wildest dreams 
of Ins grandfather Maximilian. 

A daughter had already been horn to Juana in 
, November 141*8, who received the name of Kleoimni, 
from h**r Portuguese great grandmother, There Itad 
hei-n great h ia it ir ? » t»u this occasion, hut they were 
far surpassed by the rejoicings on tin* birth of the 
heir. He t reel ve< t the name « *f ( buries, in memory 
of the mighty Ihtke of Burgundy, whose widow, tin* 
l towage r l hiefn* . Margaret of York, held the infant 
at the font, and gave him u splendid cup inlaid with 

p!VC |« UJs at * Uj.es , 

This masterful lady Mill upheld the claims of tin* 
pretended Uiidmrd of York in order to carry on her 
vendetta against the House of Lancaster, and Maxi- 
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milian having also encouraged him, Henry VII 
retorted by putting a stop to the commerce between 
his subjects and the Netherlands. But Duke Philippe 
had already shown a tendency to rule independently 
of his father’s control, and now, at the entreaty of 
the burghers, he made overtures of peace to England, 
and the result was the signing of the “ Magnus Inter- 
cursus,” which proclaimed freedom of trade once 
more. It was not only in matters of commerce that 
the young Archduke differed from the Emperor, for 
he was guided by the advice of G-uillaume de Croy, 
Seigneur de Chievres, whose aim was a permanent 
alliance with Prance. This was opposed to the 
whole policy of Maximilian, who had recently been 
thwarted in the scheme nearest to his heart. 

In the autumn of 1496 Charles VIII was pre- 
paring for a fresh invasion into Italy, having won 
over the Swiss Cantons and Florence ; on this the 
rival States of Milan and Venice, becoming alarmed, 
invited the help of the Emperor, with an offer to 
pay each 30,000 ducats for three months towards 
the pay of his troops, thus making him their con- 
dottiere. The views of Maximilian on this subject 
are best expressed in his own words : “ Italy has 
for centuries experienced what it means for the 
people, if no Emperor is there to restrain unruly 
passions, and hence the friends of the people have 
ever looked with favour on the imperial power and 
longed for the return of the Emperor/’ 1 

His pride was not hurt by the offer of pecuniary 
help, for indeed he was always short of money. 

1 Janssen, i. 586. 
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honeymoon with hi.; .'.ermid wife, Bianca, lit* cou- 
nt ant ly had tn !*-;i \ «• ..nine precious jewel in pawn 
whfji In- multi it"! pay hi; inn bills. Attain, in a 
letter daii-ti May 27 , HUB, his enuneillurs at Worms 
send HU urgent reijue.'it (nr funds to meet tin- house- 
hold rxpt'it, a'-;, a ; i lit* Queen ami her ladies have 
provision f«»r Hilly three or four day a lunger ; ami 
if within that tilin' n<> money mines, t* vi* u their supply 
of fund will fillin' tn an end.” ' 

In eager hale Maximilian began the preparut ions 
fur hi t e.xpedit inn, having Urn mntpelled after all 
tn borrow the tieee.viarv money from the great 
bankers, tin- Euggers, while In* awaited a grant from 
the Estates id tin- realm. He had summoned the 
Diet tn inert lam at ( 'htavetuta, and when the princes 
refused tn ith ; i the Alps, he compromised an far an 
to appoint landau mi the Lake of (on, ‘.tuner, a meat 
ineonvenient plane, wht*h the Emperor hail chosen 
a; being near Italy. Hut never had he found the 
primes Je.'t'i amenable to hia will, for the few who 
attended brought neither the money due from the 
Common finny, tmr the (junta of soldiers de- 
manded for tin* Italian expedition. Bert hold of 
Main/, .lei/eil hw opportunity and addressed the Diet 
in passionate appeal. What eared they for conquest 
in Italy, and why should their hardly earned money 
go to purchase doubtful military glory in a foreign 
land, where success would only bring them fresh 
anxiety and expense i In the absence of the Em- 
peror, lie insisted upon the carrying out of the Edict 

* M %*erLr. ilrtofwociuttti/' K*X 


of Worms, and secured other important measures. 
Finally it was arranged that another Diet should 
meet at Worms the following spring. 

Meantime Maximilian had raised a company of 
horsemen and a body of Swiss mercenaries, so that 
by the end of September he had the nucleus of a 
small army gathered round him at Vigevano. Lodo- 
vico had an interview with him at Munster, where he 
was with a hunting party. There was still further 
delay, but at length the forces of the League met 
at Genoa in very unpropitious weather. From thence 
the Emperor moved on to Pisa and attempted the 
siege of Livorno, the seaport of Florence. The 
fleets of Venice and Genoa attacked from the sea 
and occupied the harbour, but help came from 
Florence and from the French fleet, and in November 
Maximilian felt compelled to raise the siege and 
would have attacked Florence, but there were rumours 
that his line of attack would be cut off. He reached 
Pavia at the beginning of December, and here learnt 
that a truce had been concluded between France and 
the King of Spain. He had met with nothing but 
disappointment and disaster, his resources were now 
exhausted, and vowing that “ against the will of 
God and men he would not wage this war,” he hurried 
across the Alps, refusing to listen to the entreaties of 
the Papal Legate. 

The failure of this disastrous expedition left the 
influence of France more powerful than ever in Italy, 
but the premature death of Charles VIII on April 7, 
1498, changed the situation for a time. He was 
succeeded by Louis XII, who was still more set upon 
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conquest in Italy than his cousin, for besides Naples, 
he made claim to Milan as the heir of Valentine 
Visconti. His first public act was to divorce his 
wife Jeanne and to marry Anne de Bretagne, the 
widow of Charles VIII. To carry out this shameful 
proceeding, he was obliged to humiliate himself before 
the Pope Alexander VI, and he began at once to 
carry out the cunning policy of winning over each 
member of the League in succession. Once more 
the young Archduke Philippe was induced to act in 
direct opposition to his father^ policy, and to con- 
clude with Prance a separate Treaty of Brussels, by 
which he renounced all claims to the Duchy of Bur- 
gundy, in return for the restoration of the towns in 
Picardy ; and he even promised to pay homage to 
France for Artois and Flanders. 

Maximilian was furious, and again had recourse 
to the Diet, which was then sitting at Worms, but he 
caused it to be moved to the city of Freiburg in the 
Breisgau. He made a violent speech against the 
Estates, declaring that they cared nothing for the 
glory of the Empire and only hindered him in his 
foreign policy. “ I have been betrayed in Italy,” 
he exclaimed, “ I have been forsaken in Germany ; 
but I will no more suffer myself to be bound hand 
and foot as at Worms. Say what you will to me, I 
will carry on the war myself. I would sooner re- 
nounce my oath at Frankfort, for I rule the House 
of Austria as well as the Empire.” 

In this state of discord no great success was 
possible. But Maximilian set forth on an unprofitable 
punitive expedition against Charles Count of Egmond, 

7 
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their feeling by insulting proverbs and songs, besides 
being quick with their hands when they had an oppor- 
tunity for retaliation. They could not forget how 
their fathers had rolled the proud rider and his horse 
underfoot at the victorious battles of Granson, Morat, 
and Nancy ; and these heroic memories caused them 
to meet the aristocratic insults and scorn of the knights 
with an equal contempt. This was an unpardonable 
crime in the eyes of the German princes, who were 
convinced that the Swiss were disloyal and trouble- 
some members, and should be taught their place. 
They welcomed the inevitable war as much as Maxi- 
milian disliked it, and his friend Pirkheimer, who 
commanded the Nuremberg troops, says that “ those 
who were dear to the sovereign were the cause of this 
fighting, as they had provoked it by their injuries 
and exactions/’ He goes on to remark that “ these 
nobles were not so bold in resisting an army as apt at 
robbery and the plundering of travellers, for they 
were strenuous in that exaction which they had in- 
herited from their ancestors, thinking it no small 
proof of nobility to live like a thief from plunder and 
on the misery of others.” 

These Swiss had defeated the ancestors of Maxi- 
milian, and they had slain Charles of Burgundy, the 
father of his wife Marie. But the men of the Alpine 
valleys were dear to him for their splendid strength 
and courage ; they were the finest mercenaries in 
Europe, and his great desire was to enrol them under 
his banner to fight against the Turks and, incidentally, 
to carry out his revenge against France. Pirkheimer 
cannot praise them enough. The mountaineers in 
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the Swiss militia were sworn to instant obedience 
under pain of death, to silence in battle, to never 
forsake the ranks or turn their backs on the enemy, 
or carry on pillage or destruction without orders. 
Churches must not be dishonoured, non-combatants 
were to be spared, but on the other hand all captives 
taken in battle were to be slain and not held for 
ransom. “ They could be killed themselves also, 
but in no way could they be captured.” Thus in 
that very war, the Archduke in vain offered a hundred 
gold pieces for a prisoner whom he might question. 

Perhaps the horrors of war, to those who do not 
fight, have never been more vividly described than 
in this incident related by the sympathetic Pirk- 
heimer : 

“ In a large mountain valley, whose villages were 
burnt and deserted, we met two old women driving 
about forty little boys and girls like a flock of sheep. 
All were starved to the most extreme emaciation and, 
except that they moved, not unlike corpses, so that it 
was horrible to see. I asked the old women where 
they were leading their miserable herd. Hardly had 
they replied, when we came to a meadow. They 
turned in and falling on their knees began to eat 
grass like cattle, except that they picked it first with 
their hands instead of biting it from the roots. They 
had already learned the varieties of the herbage, 
and knew what was bitter or insipid, what sweeter 
or pleasanter to the taste. I was horrified at so 
dreadful a sight, and stood for a long time like one 
who cannot trust his senses. 

“ Then the woman asked : ‘ Do you see why this 



wretched crowd is It'd here { Well would it; h 
been if none of thorn had born born . . . ihoir fail 
have fallen by tin* sword, thoir mothers liavo, ( 
ttf .starvation, thrir property lias boon oarriod oil 
booty, thoir houses burnt ; wo two wretches, lotto) 
with age, aro loft to lead this mi. -oral *tc h<*rti 
boasts to pasture, and so far as wo ran, keep tl 
alive on mass. Me liojn* that, a short, (into, 
roliovo thorn and ns from mir mheries. They v 
twin* as many, but in a brtof timo ih<*y won* rodu 
jo this number, since daily soim* tl it* «*f want 
hunger, far happier m a <pti>*k d<*ath than in lot 

life.' 

" When i had soon and hoard those t hint's l n 
not restrain my tears, pitying the pitiable human 
and detesting, as every into man ought, the fur 
war.” 1 

Tin* onlv troops upon which Maximilian oottld p 
anv real trust, won* those belonging to tint Swal 
la-ague. This confederacy had boon formed by 
Kmghts of St. (leorgo ; it comprised all the chiv 
of Southern ( o-rnmny, and for a whole genera 
had greatly contributed to the peace and welfar 
that portion of the Kmptrr. d’ho strength of 
League was due in tin small measure to the fact ! 
both towns and knights had ignored their jeahm 
and combined with the I’rinees in its formation, 
rest of Maximilian’s army consisted of undiscipl 
levies, with incompetent generals, who could not r 
the gallant Swiss militia. 1 Hiring the six mo 
while tin* war lasted one disaster after aim 
4 TrAn’tlait*! w! by 1’nnl Wn 1 
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overwhelmed the arms of Austria. On the fatal 
field of Dornach, July 24, 1499, Henry of Furstenberg, 
a Count of the Empire, fell with four thousand of 
his best soldiers after a most gallant fight, when the 
Swiss, in smaller force, put the imperial army to 
hopeless flight, with the loss of their artillery and 
banners. 

Pirkheimer, the companion in misfortune of his 
lord, declares that “ in the midst of irreparable 
disaster, he never saw the slightest sign of per- 
turbation in Maximilian.” He faced his losses 
bravely, but he could not turn the tide of fortune or 
instil his spirit into his army. He retreated for a 
time to his castle of Lindau, until in September he 
was persuaded by his friends in Italy, especially 
Lodovico of Milan, to sign the Peace of Basel, which 
made the Swiss practically independent, although 
they remained nominally subject to the Empire. 

It is possible that on this occasion, as on so many 
others, Maximilian gave up too readily, when steady 
persistence might have won in the end. The Venetian 
statesman Quirini 1 thus describes such a phase of 
his character : 

“ He had an excellent intelligence and is cleverer 
than any of his advisers in finding many expedients 
for every need. But however many he may dis- 
cover, he does not know how to carry out any of 
them, and so he is as lacking in the power of execu- 
tion, as he is ready in the power of invention. And 
although, out of two or three remedies for an evil 
which suggest themselves to his mind, he may choose 
1 “ Relazioni,” etc., Serie I, vol, vii. p. 27. 
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one of thi' best, nevertheless, In* dues nut carry out 
his design because, suddenly, before he can execute 
if, some other plan takes shape in his mind which he 
thinks better, and thus he is so eager to change from 
a good thing to a better thing, that time and occasion 
pass away before he does anything.” 

This success of the Swiss was a serious disaster, 
for not. only was the Empire deprived of its most, 
hardy and valuable subjects, but they had won a 
unique position in Kurope, where henceforth they 
were so feared and respected that no army was 
complete without a body of their mercenaries. Louis 
XU reaped the greatest advantage from his alliance 
with the Swiss, for there was now nothing to hinder 
his expedition against Milan, and with the defeat at 
Poriuich of the imperial army, the. fate of Ludovico 
Sforza was sealed. As we have seen, the French 
King had already won over Alexander VI to his side, 
and he now gained the friendship of Venice by the 
oiler of Cremona, so that he met with no obstacle 
when he crossed the Alps at the end of .Inly 1499, 
wit h an army ,000 men. 1 ! is general had already 
passed on in front, ami before the end of May had 
descended upon Asti with 15,000 men. 

In vain had Lodovieo sent the most urgent en- 
treaties to Maximilian, imploring him to send the 
promised reinforcements. Trivubsio invaded t he terri- 
tory of Milan with a strong force and took the castle 
of Anuona, while the Venetians passed across the 
eastern frontier and advanced towards the river 
Adda. Yet still the troops of the Empire did not 
arrive, and, in despair, Ludovico wrote to his niece, 



hemmed in and reduced to extremity, and beseech- 
ing her in obtain speedy mid HiVctu.d help fn*m 
ht*r husband. 

With gn-ut difficulty Maximilian mi >-d a strong 
(lerman fnree and sent it t" th>* help of his ally before 
the end of tht' inniith. I nf< *rt uu.t* e! v the troop,*: 
arrived too late, for when they reaehed the frontier 
of Italy they met the Duke {lying h*r hi life; he 
had been betrayed at the Let moment, and hi* euy 
of Milan had surrendered to the Kni.rh. 

One by one. all the ritie of the Milan-" opened 
their gates to the enemy and yielded without a bhov, 
and when Alessandria was lost by treaehery, I.odovieo 
gave up hope, and having already sent oft In . young 
sons and his treasure, he made hi • e * a] <»• t . • t bim.mv. 
Before, leaving, he had exacted a soh'tnn promise from 
hia Castellan at Milan that he would hold the citadel 
which was strongly garrisoned and expect mg relief 
from the Germans as a saered trust. Bit? within a 
month, the unfaithful governor sold his precious 
charge to Trivulsio, and when I.odovieo, lying ill at 
Innsbruck, heard the news, he cried : " Since the 

days of Judas there has never been so I«*nl a traitor 
as Bernardino del (Wte." On hearing of the full 
of Milan, lands XII set forth on a triumphal progress 
through Italy, passing in state through VereeHi, 
Vigovano, and Bavia, until he reaehed the rlimax of 
his success at Milan, where in procession with (Mr 
dinals, ambassadors from all the chief cities of Italy, 
and even the personal friemls of jhodoviro, he made 
his victorious entry with pride and exultation. 


Thr fallen Ihikr < »f Milan wu > rmuvrd wit h t hr 
warmest sympathy and kindnr.- ; bv Urn Kiuprmr, 
who rmtlil, howrvns giv** lam but lit t !*•* suhstant ial 
hrlp. Yrt 1 #* u 1* * v irt » ir v<m 1 to mala* onr last 
ntf map! to m train his dominions ; In* rngagrd thr 
nrrvhvs of S.OOU Swiss uruvrnarir and with hrlp of 
thr Burgundian guard In* matin a dr pmdr ntfark 
upon Milan, wlnrh iwoltrd m hi favour on hVhnmrv 
2, IhtHP A f«*w day , la!»*r t hr Kivnrh garrison in thr 
Fastrllo wan roiuprllrd to nurrrndrr. Not onlv nan 
his capit at now in t In- hands of | hr Bukm but Torluna, 
Vttj'lmrn, and t In* rhnd pianos of In *n ;.bard V otlrt* mom 
rrfuntrd to thru* aibuounrr. 

Yrt this was only a brio! and transitory nurrrss, 
for thr Ktvnrh army, nudm Ha Trriunttillr and Bayard, 
hi mu jointnl tin* t roups hdf in 1 1 ill V and advanrrd into 
Lombardy wit h an ovrrw Imbuing form. hudoviru 
did not wait until flaw had rrarlnM Milan, but matin 
his rsrapr by night with his m*ut. Jb* rmrhrd 
.Novum in safety, but rally in April In* was hrsjrgrd 
flirm by thr Krmrh army. NVxt flu* Swiss mrrmu- 
arira in flu* pay of t hr 1 Julio dmiamd that thry would 
not tight against thru* follow rountrymrn in thr 
Firiirli rump ; tiu-y laid ilown floor arms and Hod»- 
viro was I ir f fay **d and fakrn prinotirr. Hr was 
rarri*’d to Kranrr and impnaonrd in thr dungron of 
Lorbrs, whrtr hr dird trn yram latrr. 

If n*» rhalirrd that it was on thr vary day wluoi thr 
[hikr bdl into tin* hands »*f hjs rmonios and his rarrnr 
anno to an rial. that, tin* Kmp*os»r m**t thr Ksf atrn 
it tin* I hot of Augsburg. Hr now oiTrrrd to makn 
;ufier.iiniiiiiS* fur tin at ill Imprd to mutinur his nfrugglr 
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with France, and could do nothing without money. 
The Co mm on Penny was heartily disliked by 
everybody, as, amongst other evils, it involved the 
assembling of a Diet every year. Maximilian pro- 
posed that in its stead, the Estates should raise a 
permanent army of 34,000 men and provide for its 
maintenance. After much discussion a compromise 
was arrived at in July. Instead of a standing army, 
one was to be formed for six years ; four hundred 
householders combining to pay and keep one foot- 
soldier. The citizens of imperial towns, the clergy, 
and the religious orders were to contribute one florin 
for each forty florins of income, while the Jews were 
to be taxed at a florin per head. Barons and Counts 
of the Empire were to raise one horseman for each 
4,000 florins of income, while the Princes were liable 
for 500 horsemen each. But the most important 
point which Maximilian had to yield was that a 
Council of Regency should be formed, which was to 
settle matters of finance and war, and even rule the 
foreign policy, which hitherto had been settled by 
the Emperor. 

This Council, which was a great triumph for Bert- 
hold of Mainz, was to consist of twenty-one members, 
of whom two were chosen by the towns of the Em- 
pire, sixteen by the Princes and Electors, while 
Maximilian only named two and the President ; thus 
leaving the whole power in the hands of the Princes. 
They even settled the place of meeting, at Niirnberg, 
and Maximilian, full of anger and disgust, hastened 
off to console himself with hunting in the Tyrol. But 
the worst was yet to come, when this new Council 
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of Tiogonoy at omv mado a truoo with Louis XU, 
leaving iiim in p< issrssjun <jf .Milan. 

Finding himsolf absolutory holploss, tho disap- 
point rd monarch, quito dotorminod nut to submit to 
t ho I Hot , Hogan to opon nogot iat ions on his own 
account with Franco. In this ho was encouraged hy 
his mui Philippe and hy the King of Spain, who was 
ul roady plotting for Naples. It was soft loci that tho 
infant Prince, Charles of Austria, should In* hot rot hod 
to Claude, tho dunghtor of Louis XII and Anno do 
Bretagne; tin* French King was to roroivo tho. in- 
vestiture of Milan, and in rotum was to pay Germany 
tho sum of St htitlU crowns. He was ul; o to givo every 
assistance to Maximilian in his proposed visit to 
Honan to ho on*w noil hy tin* Bopo, and ho promisod 
to join m tho projects of a Cru ado against flit' Turks, 
tho object which was always noarost to tho heart of 
tin* imporial dreamer. But this i natty was in roality 
a forced roiu t*; ,hon on oithor sid**, and was probably 
never mount to In* curried out m its ml indy. 
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I’HILiri’K AN'O .11 'ANA IN SI‘ UN 

moo i:.n7 

The widowed dau>jhl<r of MnrimiUan, Marjun it- , tnnmtri T! s.V ■<! 11 
of A’niY.y Philippe ant Juana visit A; n-. Pht’tppe tmiles an 
allianre with hoi it XI! Minimi!-, an en-ja-tts tn n ttar ■ t sue- 
n'n.iinn in tlrrmnny Ilf has tr eddes with the t. stitei lit* n • ! >•/ 
orrr Uurhhrs l If nth of ImM of S-.ntn, 1 - ** ' i Phtht t - ami 
Juana rreeire thr mitt* of al!r tinner f t < t title /' ith / thr 
Anhdukr Philippe Thr madness / I.Ooji .0. i»«i. 

M KANTIMH til.* widows! Manm-rit.' of Autria 
Imtl remained in Spain, uhmv . in- v. a< t r**uf **< I 
with f lit; uf must kindtn- t and aib-ot a >n by Qtn-ou 
Isabel and her daughters, fh<- younge t >4 whom, 
Katharine, wan already 1 *«-f r<>t !’.«•< i to Arthur i'rincc 
of Walt's. Vt't we cannot \v* >n« l**r that the daughter 
of Maximilian longed fur her own country, ami that 
slit; gladly returned borne early in lutiti, ?.. take up 
her abode at. flu; Court of lu-r broth. -r I'inhppe. Tin; 
Kmperor was an in vrf craft' tnuffh makt-r and was 
soon arranging for her another marriage, whuh would 
advance his grandiose ;;ehemeu 

Ah ho si ill htipt'ii t * » compter Italy sotm- day, it was 
a matter of importation for him to seeure an alliance 
with Savoy. The reigning I hike, I'luhla-rf II 1<> 
Beau, had already fought by hi. side in th»* war 

JtIH 


agautsi Florence m ny/, aim <ust inguisneu mmsm 
as a gallant soldier. It was altogether a most suitable 
alliance, and the. marriage eont raet was signed at 
Brussels on Sept ember llti, Intitk By this time 
Marguerite must have become quite accustomed to 
wedding journeys, but this one, from the .Netherlands 
to Savoy, was on a splendid scale and quite a t riuuiphul 
progress, I hike Bhihbert had sent a company of two 
hundred and tiff y knights to fetch his bride, and a 
gallant show of Flemish nobles wen* to accompany 
her as far as (b tieva. The old clmudclers give a 
minute account of her eventful journey; bow the 
Court ladies joined her at l ’my, how she was wel- 
comed and entertained at every city through which 
she passed, and the splendid presents she received.* 
Not until she iunl ascended the pine dad slopes and 
crossed the snowy ridge of the Jura, did the Princess 
at length meet her bridegroom : “ .Monseigneur 

Philibert de Savoie, fort et puissant, ef beau, grand 
peisonnage et jeune." We will leave her to the 
endless wedding festivities and to the enjoyment of 
her brief married happiness, while we return to 
events still more closely connected with the history 
of Maximilian and the success of his ambitious 
hopes. 

The marriage *4 his son the Archduke Philippe 
with .Juana, daughter of Ferdinand and Isabel, had 
proved a supreme triumph of diplomacy, for, as wo 
have already seen, by a series of premature deaths, 
this lady had become heiress of Aragon and Castile 
and all the rich possessions of the New World. Aftor 

• lim " Marguerite et Austen/' pj». Si! X? (c'hiwO.jitiw iinre). 
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the birth of their son Charles, it had become necessary 
for Juana and Philippe to visit Spain in order that 
they might receive the oath of allegiance from their 
future subjects, as heirs to the throne. Their marriage 
had not been a happy one from the first, for the 
young Archduke was not attracted by his Spanish 
bride, who was somewhat plain and of uncertain 
temper, and he appears to have early given her cause 
for jealousy. It is possible that at this time poor 
Juana had already shown signs of the coming 
insanity which was to darken so many years of 
her life. 

After much delay, Philippe was at length induced 
to set forth with his wife, in October 1501, and as 
there was peace with Prance at the moment, they 
were able to take the journey by land, passing through 
Brabant and Hainault, resting at Mons and Cambray, 
and passing the frontier into France at St. Quentin, 
where they were hospitably received. At Compi^gne, 
they stayed in the ancient castle of Charles the 
Bold of Burgundy, continuing their journey the 
next day through the famous forest. Prom St. 
Denis they made a state entrance into Paris, where 
they were welcomed with suitable honours, but 
they did not meet the French King until their arrival 
at his Court in Blois, on December 12. Magnificent 
entertainments were here given in their honour ; 
there was hunting and hawking for the young Arch- 
duke, and Louis XII also played the “ jeu de paume ” 
with him, and they both showed forth their' valour 
in a tournament. At the same time they discussed 
politics, and renewed the arrangement by which the 
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baby Charles of Austria was to marry the Princess 
Claude of France, of about the same age. Anne 
de Bretagne bad set ber heart upon this match, which, 
like so many other matrimonial plans, never came 
to pass. 

Juana and her husband reached Navarre in January, 
and continued their jpurney to Bayonne through 
heavy snowstorms, crossing the mountains with 
much difficulty in bitter wintry weather. Passing 
on through Vitoria, they rested for a time at Burgos 
as guests of the Constable of Castile ; they con- 
tinued their travels by Valladolid, Medina de Campo, 
and Segovia, until at length they reached Madrid 
on March 3, hailed everywhere with enthusiasm 
by the people. The illness of the Archduke caused 
some delay, but at length came the journey’s end 
at Toledo and the meeting with King Ferdinand 
and Queen Isabella. Great festivities were pre- 
pared, but the next day the Court had to go into 
mourning for the death of Arthur, the eldest son 
of Henry VII, who had married Katharine of 
Aragon. 

It was not until later that the oaths of allegiance 
to their future sovereigns were taken by the Cortes, 
both at Toledo and at Zaragossa, and Philippe, who 
was tired of the stately and ceremonious Spanish 
etiquette, declared his intention of returning home 
before the end of the year. Most unwillingly Juana 
had to be left behind, as she was expecting a child — 
Ferdinand, her second son, was born in the following 
March, 1503. After his birth her mind gave way, 
she was subject to sudden attacks, “ which made 
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her seem like one distraught ” if she were opposed 
in any way, and her condition was a source of great 
anxiety to her mother. 

Meantime the Archduke had returned through 
France and concluded a peace with Louis XII, to 
the great annoyance of Ferdinand, as the victories 
of the Great Captain had almost conquered the 
whole kingdom of Naples for him, and he suffered 
the war to continue in Italy, until the whole kingdom 
of Naples had become a Spanish province. 

Meanwhile Maximilian was at open war with the 
Estates, denounced Bexthold of Mainz as a traitor, 
and tried to raise an army, in the old-fashioned 
way, by calling upon each prince to send his vassals. 
In the struggle which ensued, there was almost a 
state of anarchy in the realm, and in the end the 
Emperor found that he could not assert his preroga- 
tive, but must bide his time and win by diplomacy. 
After one more vain attempt to recover the Duchy 
of Guelders from Charles of Egmont, Maximilian 
undertook another war, in the very heart of Germany, 
which concerned him still more nearly. 

The death of George the Rich, Duke of Bavaria- 
Jjandshut, December 1503, had been followed by a 
disputed succession. According to the law of the 
Empire and a family agreement, Albert IV of Munich 
and his brother Wolfgang were the heirs, but the 
old Duke left his estates to his daughter Elizabeth, 
wife of Rupert, a son of the Elector Palatine, who 
at once took possession. Maximilian was called in 
as mediator, and he decided in favour of Albert 
Duke of Bavaria, who had married his sister Kuni- 


PHILIPPE AND JUANA 


113 


gonda 1 in 1487. However, lie first offered Rupert 
a third of his father-in-law’s possessions, hut this 
being refused, he took the field at the head of a 
strong army, being joined by Wurtemberg, Bruns- 
wick, Hesse, and the troops of the Swabian League. 
The sudden death of Rupert, and later of his wife, 
did not end the war, as the Elector Palatine con- 
tinued to fight for his grandsons. 

An important battle took place near Regensburg, 
where the Emperor greatly distinguished himself by 
his splendid courage ; he led his right wing to the 
charge, and drove the Bohemian mercenaries of the 
Elector back to their camp, which they had built 
up with baggage waggons. A desperate rally drove 
back the attacking party, and Maximilian was 
surrounded and dragged from his horse by the Bo- 
hemians with the long grappling-hooks fastened to 
their lances. All hope seemed lost, when Eric of 
Brunswick dashed to his rescue and scattered his 
foes. The gallant monarch then rallied his troops 
and led them on to victory, inflicting heavy loss 
upon the Bohemians. He carried on his success 
by the siege of Kufstein, where his heavy artillery 
achieved an easy victory, and soon after the cam- 
paign came to an end. The Empire received a share 
of the spoils ; Hagenau and the Ortenau from the 
Palatine, Kuffstein, Ractenberg and other lordships 
from Bavaria, the most valuable being the Zillerthal, 
which formed a strong frontier to the north-east of 
the Tyrol. 

The success of Maximilian had given him great • 
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renown, and his position became still more firm by 
the death of his old opponent Berthold of Mainz in 
the winter of 1504, especially as the new Elector was 
a cousin of his own. He now looked forward to his 
coronation at Rome and the realisation of his dream 
of a united Crusade against the Turk. With the help 
of his son Philippe, he won a decisive victory the 
next s umm er over Charles of Guelders, took possession 
of Hattem, and then made a most satisfactory truce 
of two years. The victorious Princes entered Cologne 
in triumph, in the parti-coloured costume of Lands- 
knechte, with their eighteen-foot spears over their 
shoulders ; they then gave a banquet attended by 
more than a thousand of the nobles and knights of 
Germany. 

Meanwhile Juana had remained in Spain, against 
her will, for more than a year after the birth of her 
second son, full of bitter lamentation and com- 
plaint of her husband’s absence. It was not till 
the summer of 1505 that her parents were compelled 
to suffer her return by sea to the Netherlands. Here 
a daughter was born to her in September of the 
following year, and two months later she insisted 
upon accompanying the Archduke, who was com- 
pelled to visit Spain for the purpose of asserting 
his rights, which were in danger since the death of 
Queen Isabel (November 26, 1504), who had left 
Juana Queen of Castile, Leon, Granada, etc. The 
Flemish fleet met with such terrible gales that 
the royal party was driven on to the English coast 
,at Weymouth. Henry VII, for whom this was a 
stroke of fortune, received them almost as State 
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primmer*, for they were not allowed to depart until 
Philipp had signed a treaty greatly to the advantage 
of the English King. They then continued their 
journey anti found Ferdinand, who had recently 
married (Jermaine tie Fuix, ttpnly hostile to their 
claims, although the great nobles of Castile hastened 
to do homage to their Queen Juana. 

Philipp was much troubled by the news that the 
King of France, notwithstanding his recent promisee, 
was helping Charles of (Judders with men and money, 
and he at once wrote a manly letter of complaint to 
Cardinal George d'Ainboise, Legate in France, in 
which he expresses hi* amazement that King Louis 
should take the aide of his enemies, and can scarcely 
believe that the report in true. Then he continues : 
** All the same, if the treaty with mo has been broken, 
do not doubt that i have so cowardly a heart, nor 
are my parents and possessions in this world m 
email, that 1 will not employ them and my life itself, 
ladore allowing myself to be thus outraged in a 
matter where my rights are ho good as in this one. . , , 
I protest here and before God that it will be in spite 
of myself and against my will, if I have to make 
war against the King of France, and if it come to paw, 
all the evils which ensue to Christendom I lay on Ida 
conscience . . . and farewell, my goml cousin and 
true friend, to whom I pray that Owl may grant 
your desires. 

** Written in my city of Valladolid, July 24, 1506.” * 

The Cardinal d'Ambowe answers with a kind of 
proud apology for the policy of France, and strongly 
1 14 Lettctt tie tmm XII/* vdL L j*. #§* 
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kingdom, nominally as Regent for his grandson 
Charles. The rest of the life of this unfortunate 
lady was one long tragedy. Four months later, 
January 14, 1507, a fourth daughter was born to 
her, Catalina, who was suffered to grow* up in the 
gloom of her poor mother’s prison-palace of Tor- 
desilhts. 

The faithful chronicler of the House of Burgundy, 
gives a most pathetic account of the solemn funeral 
service in memory of the young Archduke, held at 
Malines on Sunday, July 18, 1507. To the Emperor 
Maximilian the death of his only son, on whom all his 
hopes were fixed, was a terrible blow, and his loss was 
greatly felt throughout the hereditary lands of 
Burgundy. All the {ample of Malines came forth to 
do honour to their dead lord- the city guilds, the 
deputies of the States, the officers, the priests, the 
chaplains ; high and low', with their myriad of eroam, 
of banners, of flaring torches, join in the great pro- 
cession and throng into the ancient Church of Saint 
Rombault. Then follow the Princes, the ambassadors, 
the Bishops, the great lorda and the knighta of the 
land ; led by gorgeous heralds, in various eoata-of- 
arms, on splendid war-horses, bearing emblazoned 
banner* of Hapaburg and Burgundy, and all the broad 
lands of the dead Philipp. 

Within the magnificent church the central figure 
was the seven -year-old Charles, the heir of his father’s 
vast psHeswkms, who sat facing the carved pulpit, 
while to him was addressed the funeral oration. Then 
at the end of the High Mass, when the Bishop *pk« 
the words *' Kt verbtun taro factum eat all the herald* 
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cast down their banners and laid them prostrate on 
the marble floor in front of the high altar. Next 
King-at-Arms of the Golden Fleece threw down his 
staff of office, with the thrice-repeated cry : “ Le roi 
est mort.” 

After a brief interval of silence he raised his staff 
on high, proclaiming aloud : “ Vive don Charles par 
la grace de Dieu archiduc d'Autriche, prince des 
Espagnes,” etc. Now, one by one, the heralds 
raised their banners from the ground, each one in turn 
crying aloud some fresh title of that stately roll-call. 
“ Toison d’Or ” now took the great sword from the 
altar, and held it before the Archduke Charles, with 
the words : “ Imperial and royal Prince, this sword 
of justice is given to you from God and your noble 
ancestors, that you may protect the Most Holy Faith 
and all your Kingdoms. . . He kissed the sword 
before giving it into the hands of the little Prince, who 
took it by the hilt, holding up the point, and so went 
forward to kneel at the high altar. Thus did Charles V 
enter upon his vast inheritance, a burden bravely 
and nobly borne through long years of conflict and 
struggle, but which in the far-off days to come the 
great Emperor, on whose dominions the sun never set, 
would be thankful to lay down, and seek the peaceful 
refuge of a hermit's cell. 


CHAPTER X 


I 


TROUBLES OF MAXIMILIAN— HISTORY 01 
O U 1 hO EE LA N D 

1507 

Frtik imuhif* ft# Mnnmilmn aft§r $ht dmth mf M,m HmHtUy nf 
Mm mpe -The Nrthrrfand* hu claim M th* iUgmty^War 

wUk (Imld&m tturti## of Me Mmme nf tluMrr» from 1471, u^km 

fhsk e Arnold wM his SttUt M VhmltM nf Burgundy % againd the miU 

hi » atm A dtd l and ku pttmpl*- - - Jrrtprtmihte mitmr af Ohatlu i 0/ 
QmUkt®- - dfiray* #*jyswsf«t % /'rafter, 

A FTER the death of hia son Philippe of Castile, 
Maximilian found himself involved in fresh 
troubles and responsibilities. The Estates of the 
Netherlands at first refused to allow his claim to the 
Regency on behalf of his grandson Charles, who was 
barely six years old, and they were encouraged by 
King lamia XII to form a Council of Regency. But 
the Electors were so much alarmed by internal troubles 
and the threatening attitude of foreign Powers that 
they at length submitted reluctantly to admit the 
claims of Maximilian. 

On every aide the country was hemmed in by foes, 
for ail the important kingdoms of Europe combined 
in hostility against the House of Hapsburg. Thus 
Henry VII of England, Louis XII of Franco, Ferdi- 
nand of Spain, Pope Julius II in Rome, were only 

n» 
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awaiting their opportunity to strike an overwhelming 
blow. But nearest, anti most urgent of internal dangers 
was that from the active enmity of Charles Kgmond, 
self-styled Duke of Guelder*. This restless and un- 
ceasing contest is m constantly referred to in this 
history, that it will 1 hj desirable to give a full account 
of the position of this rebellious State, and the circum- 
stances which had so long made it a thorn in the side 
of Maximilian. 

The House of Guelder* bad been famous for its 
dynastio quarrels during several generations, but wti 
will only go back to the year 1471 when Arnold, Duke 
of Guelder*, pledged his duchy to Charles of Burgundy, 
in defiance of the laws of his land and the wishes of 
his people, who were in a state of ojs»n rebellion 
against him, assisted by his son Adolf, He received 
300,000 Rhenish florins from the Duke of Burgundy, 
who had not long to bide his time, for Arnold of 
Gueldera died two years later, and there was no force 
sufficient to oppose the powerful Charles the Bold, 
who seised Guelder# by force of arms and governed 
it with the same stem rule as his other dominions. 
Adolf of Guelder* was taken prisoner, but was set 
free on the death of Charles, and fell at Tommy, 
fighting for his daughter Marie of Burgundy, Am 
a matter of precaution the grandchildren of Arnold — 
the young Charles and his slater Philippa— worc kept 
in a kind of honourable captivity at the Court of 
Burgundy. We are told that the children were 
pretent at the w«Mmg of Maximilian with the Princem 
Marie of Burgundy, and that they bore torches Wort 
the bride in the marriage prooesekm. 



As the boy Charles grew older, he received his 
first military training amongst the soldiers of the 
Archduke, until t he day when he was taken prisoner 
by Louis Xli at Betlmne. The crafty King of Franco 
treated the lad with the utmost kindness, and in the 
year 1402, when the cities of Guelderland eagerly paid 
the ransom demanded, act him free and gave him 
armed support ti> recover the lands of his ancestors. 
A handsome, gallant young prince, he was received 
with enthusiasm by the people of Guelderland, a hardy 
and warlike race, who were only awaiting their op- 
portunity to free themselves from the alien rule of 
Burgundy, now in the hands of Maximilian. We can 
only marvel at the long anti successful struggle of 
this small Northern State, which thus dared to defy 
the powerful House of Hapuhurg in defence of its 
independence. But we must Imar in mind that the 
chief efforts of the Austrian Archduke, especially 
after his election as King of the Homans, were directed 
against Italy ami France; also that young Charles 
of Guelder* could always rely upon help from 
Louis XU, either given in secret or openly. 

It would be t««» long to tell the whole »tary of this 
internecine war, which went on for some time before 
1#?, when a truce wa» concluded, but was noon 
broken by the impetuous Charles, and Maximilian took 
the field in person and gained a temporary success. 
After the treaty with Franca in 1501, which was to 
bo sealed by the marriage of tho infant Charles with 
the daughter of lamia XII, the Archduke again re- 
newed his attempt to recover the duchy of Oueldew, 
which would now lose the assistance of a French ally. 
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But the gallant ycmng Charles of Guelder* fought 
with desperate courage mut skill, warmly supported 
by hi* subjects, until Maximil inn was obliged to turn 
his attention to another war which was still mure 
important to his interests, when George the Rah, 
Duke of Bavam-LntuMtuf, died, and left a will 
which was fiercely contested by lire and a worth Here 
the Hapsburg sovereign displayed splendid courage 
and energy, and the inheritance of Duke George was 
divided according to the decision of Maximilian, in 
favour of the husband of his sister Kunigonda. 

In the year 1(503, it was Philipp, m»w King of 
Castile, on whom devolved the duty of holding his 
own in Guelderl&ml, and he mnsentod t» make a 
compromise at lioHendal, by which Charles of Gueklera 
was to be left in possesion of the Nymwegeii and 
Boermonde districts, surrendering the remainder of 
the duchy to Philipp, The ambitious young prince 
does not seem to have felt himself Ixntnd m any way 
by this treaty, and he mum set to work to recover his 
dominions. We hear of him again in the spring of 
1B04, in connection with the fugitive Karl of Suffolk, 
Edmund do la Pole, styled the 4 * White Rose " of 
England, who had escA|ied from England, but- was in 
sore danger of being kept a* a hostage by any foreign 
prince who gave him shelter for a time. Thus when 
Suffolk hoped to got assistance from Duke George of 
Saxony, ho applied to Charles of Guelder* for a pniw- 
porfc to pass through h» country to Friesland, having 
been allowed to leave Aachen by making hk brother 
Richard, there responsible for hk debts. But the 
Duke of Guelder* had hi* own game to play, for Suffolk 
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might he a useful pawn in winning help from Henry 
VII against Philippe of Castile, so, in spite of his safe- 
conduct, the unfortunate Suffolk was arrested and 
shut up in the Castle of Hattem. 

But it so chanced that when in July 1505 the King 
of Castile captured Hattem and Zutphen, he also 
seized the English pretender. Yet as Philippe was at 
that moment having money advanced him by King 
Henry, he could not well protect the fugitive, so he 
suffered him to escape to Wageningen, which belonged 
to Guelders, but as soon as Philippe had received the 
last instalment of English money, he shut up Suffolk 
in the citadel of Namur. When the King of Castile 
was driven by tempest on the English coast, early the 
following year, 1506, he was compelled to give up his 
hostage to Henry VII, who promised to spare his life. 1 

After the death of Philippe, Charles Duke of Guelders 
continued to give constant worry and anxiety to the 
new Regent ; and, as we shall see, he had this great 
advantage over the Princess Marguerite, inasmuch 
as she could not often carry out bold measures, for 
she had to consult her father and her generals at 
every step ; while the Duke Charles, being his own 
master, was free to act with prompt decision when any 
delay or hesitation might have proved fatal. It 
will be well to give a broad outline of the subsequent 
career of this brave and ambitious young Duke of 
Guelders, as it will make the story more simple to 
follow although we may have to allude again to certain 
events in following the later reign of Marguerite 
Duchess of Savoy as Regent of the Netherlands. 

* Suffolk was beheaded on April 30, 1513. 
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One of the moat important of Duke Charles « strong- 
holds was the fortress of Pouderoyon, which w m well 
fortified, situated on the frontier of Brabant and 
Holland, not far from the river Mens**, and planed 
most conveniently for frequent border raids into 
the neighbouring countries. It hm been mid by hw 
enemies that this young captain was in the habit of 
fighting more like a brigand than a prince. But in 
those days the terms may almost be said to have been 
interohangettble. 

We have already seen, by the efforts made at 
various times in the Diets of the Empire, in the 
struggle to secure the Jamdfriedo (Public Peace), 
how difficult it was to check private war between 
neighbouring lords, in the absence of any power 
strong enough to restrain those turbulent knights. 
The rubber lords waylaid the merchants travelling 
near their strongholds, and even the great princes 
war© quit© willing to support such lawlessness. All 
travel was absolutely unsafe in the earlier day* of 
Maximilian’s reign, and we cannot fad to remember 
the relentless manner in which unpaid mercen&rtee 
lived everywhere by pillage and highway robbery. 
In short we cannot mm that Charles of Clueldera 
differed much in this respect from other rulers of the 
land. 

In the year 1607 a desperate attack warn made upon 
the peat military centre of Ouelderland, the Castle 
of Pouderoyen. Count Jean of Egmontl, the chief 
oaptain of the Regent of the Netherlands, collected 
the fighting men of Holland and Bow»4e-due under 
hi* command, and, with th# addition of four hundred 
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paid mercenaries, he laid siege to the stronghold. A 
blockhouse was built before the besieged town and all 
communications were cut off ; but the garrison was 
fortunate in having for commander a gallant old 
soldier, Henri Ens, better known as Suydewint, who 
was more than a match both in craft and valour for 
the besiegers. Time passed on and he defied all their 
attacks until the young Duke of Guelders was able 
to come to the assistance of Pouderoyen and the 
siege was raised. There was a report that the men 
of Holland ran away in cowardly fashion, and the 
Regent was very indignant when she heard of this 
repulse. She wrote to her general : 

“ It is of course true that we must sometime meet 
with misfortune, but it seems to me that we endure 
it more often by our own fault than by Divine Will.” 

Later on this same fortress of Pouderoyen was 
besieged once more by Rodolph Prince of Anhalt, 
who came with a large army and was able to invest 
the place so completely that the garrison were com- 
pelled by famine to surrender, and unfortunately 
their brave captain, Suydewint, was crushed to 
death by a falling beam. But nothing more happened 
in any way commensurate with Anhalt's vast pre- 
parations, for although he had received orders to 
ravage all Guelderland with two thousand foot- 
soldiers of Bois-le-duc, we are told that all the 
“ pietons ” returned home without fighting ! 

As Captain-General of the Netherlands for Maxi- 
milian, Prince Rodolph was to receive a hundred 
golden florins of twenty -eight sous each week ; he 
had twenty-four fighting men on horseback and 
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fourteen " hallebardiers ” for Lis guard, besides 
chariots for transport of tents, baggage, provisions, 
and ammunition. We wonder whether he was better 
paid than his soldiers, who undoubtedly deserted for 
want of money and food. This was always the great 
difficulty with Maximilian, who, with all his vast 
schemes of conquest, was always so terribly short of 
money. We have seen how reluctant the States were 
to vote him any subsidies ; even the small sums 
promised, hardly ever reached the sovereign until 
too late, and the letters of the Regent Marguerite to 
her father are one long lamentation concerning the 
sufferings of her army. 

Here are a few instances. The garrison of Tiel 
in December 1507 implore the Regent to pay them 
that which is owing, as, for the most part, the men 
have no coat or doublet or shirt on their backs, and 
have nothing to eat. If cloth is sent them and 
payment for a fortnight, they will have patience a 
little longer, otherwise they must give up the city 
for want of the necessaries of life. Breda makes the 
same appeal through Henry of Nassau. The Prince 
of Anhalt had already written from the camp before 
Pouderoyen in the same strain. 

Florent of Egmond sends word that the garrison 
of Arnheim threaten to surrender the city : 

“ Madame . . . the Captains have come to tell me 
finally and positively that they cannot hold out ; 
they are in such great necessity and have suffered so 
much, that if money be not sent within fourteen days, 
they will leave the town . . . but I do not know where 
to find even a hundred florins, by credit or other- 
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wtsw . . . and for want of pay, they will abandon the 
city ’* 

The rebel Duke Charles had his own troubles, but 
he was rather more fortunate, for his men were 
fighting for their country and could not have been 
quite ho destitute, ns they were amongst their own 
people. They are reported to have said that they 
would rather fight without pay for their Duke, than 
receive money to take the side of Burgundy. 

When the Peace of t’ambray was signed on Decem- 
ber 10, 1508, it was decided, with regard to the duchy 
of U tedders, that with the county of Xufcphen it 
should remain under the rule of Charles of Egmond 
for the present ; he was to make restitution of ail 
the places he had taken in Holland, while in return 
he was to receive back the fortresses which he had 
lost in Uuelderland. But Charles, the irrepressible, 
was not one to l«n bound by any contract. At the 
very time of signing this one he was at open strife 
with hia neighbour, the warlike Bishop of Utrecht, 
The Duke of Guelder* had sent a strong company of 
his men in boats to take possession of the prelate’s 
house *' Kuinder, ” in a harbour of the sea near 
Holland and Friesland, in a commanding position, 
for the merchant traffic was compelled to pass by that 
way. Indeed this " Kuinder " waa looked upon m 
the key of the situation, and it was a proud moment 
for Duke Charles when his soldiers seized the strong- 
hold, and fortified it still more with bulwarks, after 
pillaging the whole place and taking the Bishop’s 
men prisoners. 

Not content with this act of aggression, Charles of 
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Egmond was giving trouble again the next year, 
and Maximilian urges the Regent to send her Maitre 
d ’hotel, Jerome Vent, to remonstrate with the 
aggressor and persuade him to keep the peace, 
according to his sworn undertaking. But soft words 
did not succeed better than hard blows, and in March, 
1509, we find that Charles has taken the church of 
Barneveld and is making a fortified place of it, thus 
putting the holy edifice to a sacrilegious use. This 
was apparently the last straw, for the King of the 
Romans now uses very strong language in his letter 
to his daughter. 

"... certain devils believe that I am breaking the 
peace while their beloved idol, the aforesaid Charles 
of Egmond, is only too anxious to keep it. Ah ! I 
will revenge myself upon this traitor because he 
has so villainously broken the peace, and turns us 
into ridicule. But I promise you upon my faith, 
that I will soon show by the help of God, to our 
aforesaid traitors, liars, rebels, such a lesson and 
punishment when I meet them, that for a year 
after, they will not save their tongues or their 
ears. ...” 

No result followed all his angry and bombastic 
language. Charles of Guelders seemed to be more 
prosperous than ever, although the young heir to 
the English throne, Henry VIII, had sent Ma xim ilian, 
the previous year, 1,500 archers to help in the war 
against Guelderland. The war went smouldering on 
fox many months, breaking out in one place after 
another, in bold defiance of all treaties. ,■ 

At length, in the beginning of the year 1510, some 
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one makes a most amazing suggestion, which Maxi- 
milian appears to take quite seriously. If peace 
cannot be obtained by fighting, why not try a peace- 
ful alliance, and sacrifice one of the granddaughters 
of the King of the Romans as a bride for this un- 
conquerable brigand prince ? It was the Princess 
Isabelle, the second daughter of Philippe of Castile 
and his wife Juana, then barely nine years old, who 
appears to have been selected. A great deal of 
correspondence followed on the subject, and there 
were most complicated negotiations ; for neither side 
had any confidence in the other. 

These were some of the conditions. Isabelle being 
a minor, the betrothal was to be only by word of 
mouth. If it were broken off after this, the forfeit 
was to be a fine of 200,000 gold florins of the Rhine. 
The young bride was to be taken under strong escort 
to Bois-le-duc, where she was to be received by the 
deputies of the States of Guelders, as “ dame heriti&re 
du pays.” After this ceremony the Princess was to 
return to the care of her aunt, the Regent of the 
Netherlands, until she should attain the age of 
sixteen, when the marriage would be carried out. 
Then follows a long list of the fortresses to be given 
up on each side, and all kinds of minute details as to 
the pension Charles of Guelders is to receive, and, 
amongst other things, how the duchy of Guelders and 
the county of Zutphen are to revert to Maximilian 
if Isabelle dies without leaving a male heir. 

But it is needless to enumerate all the clauses of 
the treaty, as, after lingering on for months, the whole 
matter was abruptly broken off before the end of the 
9 
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year, during which, time hostilities had been going 
on much as usual. The Bishop of Utrecht, whose 
unfortunate proximity to the restless and war-loving 
Charles made him the easiest point of attack, has 
to be helped with an armed force, while he, poor man, 
has to raise five hundred horsemen and fifteen hundred 
foot-soldiers to repair the fortifications of the frontier 
and to guard the approaches of the Rhine, so that 
the passage may be kept open. It is very doubtful 
how far the Duke of G-uelders took this marriage 
scheme seriously, for he stoutly refused to h umil iate 
himself so far as even to pay homage to Maximilian. 

Certainly the idea of rewarding the rebel prince 
with a bride of the House of Hapsburg almost became 
an international scandal. Even Frederick of Eg- 
mond, father of Maximilian’s general, Elorent of 
Egmond, and head of the family, wrote that he could 
not have a treaty of that sort made with his kinsman, 
and absolutely refused his consent. If the Regent 
persisted in such intentions, would she release him 
from his oath of allegiance and suffer him to save his 
own honour and estates % Then Ferdinand, Ring of 
Aragon, expresses his indignation, and adds that in 
all that concerns the children of his daughter Juana, 
he has the first right to be consulted. Lastly Henry 
Vin is very much annoyed and expresses his 
strong objections, for the young Isabelle is a niece 
of his wife Katharine of Aragon. Most diplomatic 
apologies and many explanations have to be offered 
before there is calm once more on the troubled 
waters. 

Meantime Charles of Guelders continues his con- 
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stant policy of aggression. It seems difficult for us 
to understand how such a small State can steadily 
resist, during long years, a powerful prince like Maxi- 
milian. But, in fact, he was too much absorbed in 
his foreign wars to assemble and lead a sufficient 
force to conquer Guelderland, once for all, and thus 
put an end to this ceaseless, irritating petty war. 
So it dragged on, and occasionally the Emperor was 
very much annoyed when his advice was not taken. 
Thus with regard to the siege of Venloo in 1511, he 
had suggested that a blockhouse should be built at 
Wageningen to isolate the city and prevent the 
arrival of help and supplies. But the Flemish general 
and the English captain, “ Edoart Poining,” preferred 
to batter the walls for three days and then attempt 
to take Yenloo by assault ; upon which they were 
driven back with great loss. Maximilian, on hearing 
of this, makes the pious remark that we must take the 
fortune of war as God sends it, but regrets that his 
advice was not taken, “ as we know some little 
about such affairs/'’ 

So Charles continues his turbulent career, with 
varying fortune. He may be placed under the Ban 
of the Empire, or the Pope may pronounce an inter- 
dict against him, but, although he is a zealous Catholic, 
nothing seems to trouble him much. In 1519, the 
year of the Emperor’s death, he is sufficiently pros- 
perous to marry, with much pomp, the daughter of 
the Duke of Luneburg ; while in spite of every 
treaty, he can usually depend upon the help of the 
King of France. So he goes on his way, full of courage 
and ambition until the end of his days in 1538, 
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and I cannot do better than quote as his epitaph 
the words of a French historian : 

“ Homme astucieux, fecond en ressources, souvent 
vaincu mais jamais abattu par les re vers, et qui, 
apr&s chaque defaite, se relive par son genie au 
dessus des coups de la fortune.” 


CHAPTER Xt 
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J N an earlier chapter, wm followed the Princess 
Marguerite, daughter of Maximilian, on her third 
marriage venture, to the fair laud of Kavoy. After 
all her him! expo riant** t»f life and adventure, she was 
bandy two-and -twenty yearn old when, in January 
1502, who became the wife of a young prince of her 
own age, Philibert II to Ikmu, Duka of Savoy. He 
was already well known m a gallant and suocessful 
captain, having served in the army of Maximilian 
during the war against Florence, tm far back as 1497. 
Hk mother, Marguerite do Bourbon, who had died 
in his early ohildhood, wm sister-in-law of the great 
Anne do Beattjjeu, by whom ht» sinter Louise (mother 
of Francois 1) was brought up and married to the 
I)uo d’Angoulfime. Philibert aim* received his early 
education at the Court of the Regent of Franco, and 

m 
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it is quite possible that he may have already met 
his future bride in the pleasant gardens of Amboise, 
as a “ douce et naive enfant/’ 

That delightful old chronicler, Jehan le Maire, 
cannot say enough in praise of the young Duke of 
Savoy. 

“ A prince flourishing in his youth, distinguished 
for his strength and beauty, abounding in possessions, 
reposing in the peaceful tranquillity of his realm, 
feared by his enemies, honoured by his friends, 
loved and served by all his loyal subjects, and to 
whom for the height of his great felicity, so richly 
favoured by the gods, for three years there was 
sent to him as wife and companion a precious celestial 
flower named Marguerite ; the most illustrious lady 
in the world, be it ever so great in its circumference ; 
most worthy daughter of the Majesty Caesar Augus- 
tine of the most invincible King Maximilian, Modera- 
tor of the imperial sceptre of the Romans.” 

He was a wise ruler, for while there was war on 
every side of him, he spared his people the horrors 
of being invaded and overrun by foreign mercenaries, 
proclaiming the neutrality of Savoy. He was 
courted alike by France and Austria, and obtained 
good training for his soldiers by allowing them to 
serve for pay on either side ; a curious plan which 
appears to have been quite approved of in those 
days. Philibert received Louis XII with princely 
hospitality at Turin, while at the same time Maxi- 
milian was entirely friendly to the young Duke, 
and confirmed him in his possession of the lands 
granted to his ancestors by Charles IV. When the 
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French army passed through Savoy, tin* thrifty 
peasants wild thorn provision* unci forage at a good 
prion, while the French King found it worth hia 
while t« jwy JOJXK) livre# » month for the neutrality 
of the ruler. 

Philibert also had the honour of being appointed 
Imperial Vicar for Italy, lie showed broad tolera- 
tion in Advance of hi# age, by encouraging the Jew* 
to take up their abode, and even be treated with 
juatioe, in hi* dominion#. He deserved well of h» 
subject#, f»r tie earned out useful reforms in his 
government, and joined with hi* wife in eager schemes 
for the founding of schools and hospital*. There 
was another great work which they proposed to 
carry out- together. 'Die mother of the Duke, 
Marguerite tie Bourbon, had vowed to build a stately 
sepulchral church at Item, near Bourg-en- Browse ; 
hut who died in 1483, before she could carry out 
her purpose, and had tanfueathed it a* a legacy to 
her infant mm. However, in the day* to uomo, it 
was on Marguerite that devolved, by tntgtn mi** 
fortune the carrying out of the solemn vow, and 
the building of that beautiful church which hna boon 
an enduring treasure for so many pilgrim*. 

Philibert, was a passionate lover of hunting, and 
one day in September 1504, ho wont forth on a sultry 
morning to chase the wild hoar. He rode through 
the thick woods, he crossed the deep valley* and 
climbed the mountaina in pursuit., until the hoar 
which ho «m pursuing oroaned the Alburine, and the 
hunter, in hi* «g«rnoa«, sprung from hi* how and 
pursued the Soto animal on foot. Overcome with 





136 MAXIMILIAN THE DREAMER 

fatigue, weary and thirsty, the young prince drank 
freely of a fountain by the wayside and threw him- 
self on the grass in utter exhaustion. Overheated 
by the chase, he took a chill, which was followed by 
fever, and., notwithstanding the devoted care and 
love of his wife, Philibert died on September 10, 
1504, in the room where he was born at Pont d’Ain. 
His reign had lasted but seven years, and his happy 
mar ried life barely three. The story of his last 
fatal hunting expedition, and of his lamented death, 
is told in quaint allegorical fashion by Jehan le 
Make, who dwells upon the devotion of the Princess 
Marguerite, her vows and prayers for her husband's 
life, and, finally, of her utter desolation. 

After she had outlived the first crushing agony 
of loss, the young widow set herself to carry out 
the vow of Marguerite de Bourbon, by building the 
splendid memorial church at Brou, a work which 
was continued for twenty-five years, at immense 
cost, with the help of all the most famous architects 
and sculptors in Europe. But she was not destined 
long to watch it rising in beauty from the ground, 
for after the death of her brother Philippe, she was 
summoned back to her native land, to govern as 
Regent for her infant nephew Charles, and to under- 
take the care of her orphaned nieces. 

Maximilian had no deske to live amongst tire 
turbulent burghers who had always defied his au- 
thority, and he chose this solution of the difficulty. 
The selection of his daughter was fully justified, as 
we shall see in the long years that follow, by her 
highminded and trustworthy statesmanship as well 
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m by her scrupulous integrity. Of all the period 
which follows, we have a most full and interesting 
account in the hundred* of private letter! which 
passed twtweim tin* imperial father and daughter, 
and which have been moat fortunately preserved 
t« us. 

The document which placed Marguerite in the 
stately position of Governess or Regent of the Nether- 
lands w *»i this comprehensive style ; 

** The guardianship,, regency, and government of 
our dear and much-loved children, Charles Archduke 
of Austrni, Prince of Bpaitt , . . and of his brother 
and sisters ; we appoint her administrator of the 
person*, laid tea and goods, lands, lordships and 
countries «f our said children, with full and entire 
power a ml authority to do, oversew and accomplish 
in all thing.* occurring in the said lands . . . a» much 
in point *4 justice, of favour, and of finances, offices, 
benefit*?!, confirmations and freedom, . « 

It may be interesting at this point to define exactly 
what was mount by the Netherlands at the time 
when Marguerite Ruches* of Savoy began to rule 
over them. W« shall include the whole of the 
modern kingdoms of Belgium and Holland, with a 
slight alteration of the frontier toward* France, 
Tli« province of Lidgp, which ia now included in 
Belgium, was then a baUdndependent State subject 
to the Empire, Flanders and Artois were feudally 
under the rule of Franco ; the Duchy of Brabant, 
the County of liainauit, the County of Namur, all 
imperial, wore comprised in Belgium, The present 
kingdom of Holland consists of the county of Holland, 


the disputed Duchy of Guelders, and the province* 
of West Friesland, Groningen, ami other smaller 
territories, while the bishopric of 1’tmdit was added 
in 1527. Four distinct languages were spoken in 
those lands: French, Dutch or lam- German, Walloon, 
and ordinary High German. The whole of these 
states except Flanders and Artois were part rtf the 
ancient Iiotharingian kingdom ; a debatable land, 
the scene of countless dynastic quarrels, and the 
field of unnumbered fierce battles. Throughout the 
Middle Ages, each of these small territories had a 
ruler of its own ; each one enlarged its boundaries 
in turn by marriage or conquest, or l«a;*tme extinct 
to receive a new nomination from the Etnjmror. 

These provinces contained an industrious and 
thriving population with something of a common 
bond between them, and when limy were by alow 
degrees combined under the sway of Burgundy, 
they were able to act as a nation, for the mutual 
interest of the burghers, though these were by no 
means peaceful subjects of their ruler. The towns 
of the Netherlands began m centres of population 
gathered round some feudal castle, or sacred shrine, 
or most frequently in some situation conveniently 
adapted for trade. They grew strong under the 
patronage of their lords, yet in constant strife with 
^tm, until they had attained an independence which 
»oon made them all-powerful. Each province Iwd 
its own Assembly and Estates, the burghers having 
*dl the real power of government in their hands. 

W© can ace what a difficult tank awaited the 
Bmoesa Marguerite in ruling these shrewd and deter- 
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mined tit in** ns. 'flu* great point in her favour waa 
that, l**m a Fleming. **f the rare of their ancient 
(sovereigns, I he cities were personally attached to 
her. Her reining was welcomed with enthusiasm 
by the jM?ople, anti her return to Brabant was a 
trium|>hal progress. In April IHOT she wn pro* 
cUimni Govern* *riletteri»l of the Netherlands by the 
Estate* at {ant vain, and on July 7 following, aha made 
her forms*! entry into Maltne*. and took poMension 
of the stately psdare prepared for her. 

The rare **f all her brother's children now devolved 
upon her, with the except t«n of the infant Catalina, 
who was left in Spain with her p**nr mother Juana, 
ami Ferdinand, the second eon, aged four, who was 
brought up by Ins grandfather Ferdinand. There 
was Eleonora, the eldest, now nine years old ; Charles*, 
the heir, born on February *i\, 1500 ; Isabelle, bom 
tin August IS, I mu *» ami little Marie, who wo* nob 
quite two year* old. The loving devotion of Mar* 
gtterito to these children, whom she watched over 
with more than a mother's tenderness, never faded 
tbrmighout their chequered live#; although, as we 
shall mm, she had hut little voice in the marriages 
arranged for them later by their grandfather, to carry 
nut th** policy of hi* life. 

The tutor* appointed by .Maximilian for the Arch- 
duke Charles were Guillaume tie Cray, laird of ChiAvrt* 
and Adrian of Utrecht, who was later chonen Pope, 
in Adrian VI. tinder them great men were Route 
Vacua anil lamia VivAs, distinguished scholars who 
undertook the practical part of the boy's education. 
Charles now became the centre around whom all 
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the imperial plana revolved. It was for hw sake that 
Maximilian declared that ho must cross the Alps 
to Italy, and receive the diadem of Empire from 
the Pop?, and for this purpose he retjuired liberal 
help from the Estates. He demanded at* army of 

30.000 men, but in faet was only able to raise about 

12.000 with great difficulty. 

To secure the help or neutrality of Henry VII, he 
actually conceived the wild plan of marrying his 
daughter Marguerite to this King, so much older than 
herself , 4 with the proviso that she should spun! four 
month* of the year in her government of the Nether- 
lands. Rut Marguerite had suffered loo much already 
from her painful experience in France, in Spam, and 
in Savoy during her short life of twenty-six years, 
and aha firmly refused to l«e given in marriage again. 
Her father was compdlcd to he satisfied with her 
loyal help and intelligent devotion to his interests, 
and, with his usual impetuosity, he now prepared for 
the long-desired journey to Rome, where he was to 
receive the imperial crown. Rut di*upp»intment 
awaited him on every side ; the Estates wore morn 
unwilling and dilatory than ever in raising t he promised 
troops ; the Swiss were bought over by French gold, 
and Venice refused to allow Ins gataoage with art 
armed force through her dominions. 

Confident as ever, lw had written to his daughter : 
** Nous trouvorona toujoura le chemiu d*s Rome," hut 
in the end he was forced to yield to adverse fate, 
Hk army was not strong enough to force a way 
through unfriendly States, and he resolved to depart 

* Umry VII wm Sfly-iwii, 
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from immemorial rtretoin and rwiv« hb imperial 
ttfh* m hb »wn * ity of Trent. On February 4, 1508, 
hi* w».» solemnly j*rt*t*Iiiitj»»tf with groat pomp and 
ceremony m tin* a nr i» nt C *«t bedrid, ns " Holy 
Homan Emperor, “ It is true that lie tudted himself 
'* Emperor- Elect/* hut. t« nimnum usage it wan 
always ** Emperor," 1V(» Julius II wm quito 
willing I** agree to this, as the last thing hr wished 
for was the coming of a great German army to 
Home. Th« successors of Maxtintltan l followed 
his example- indeed, only his grandson Charles V 
underwent any form of Papal coronation. 

Hut tint Venetians were not forgiven for refusing hi* 
passage, and the Emperor most unwisely wont to 
war with them, invading their territory from three 

suteie Virenai, Friuli, and the Valley of the Adige. 

Ho felt «o sure of victory that ho wrote, on March I, 
to the Elector of Hsxony ; 

"The Venetians {aunt their lion with two feet in 
the sea, the third on the plains, and tha fourth on the 
mountains. We have nearly won the foot on tha 
mountain*. for only one claw is wanting, which with 
God's help will las ours in eight days, and then w® 
shall conquer the foot on the {Jain* also/* 

Hut the fortune of war was against him. Urn 
general Trautann 1*41 in battle with the Venetians, who 
put to the rout km army with great low*, Pitigliano waa 
successful in the domain* of Verona, white in the 
east, Alvurno aeiaed Gwi, Trieste, and other hereditary 
lands of the Hapsburg*, and the fleet of Venice took 
poswwioii of Fiutnt ami threatened the whole coast. 
In vain Maximilian made desperate effort* to row hii 


and Guelderiand. Marguerite and Matthew lamg 
Bishop of Gurk wore appointed }>y Maximilian to 
receive the French deputies at t'atuhray, in l >ccrinbrr 
1508. A temporary settlement w»« made with 
Guelderiand, where Churlen of Kgmond continued to 
give peraktent trouble, and thru began the real, secret 
business of the league, which was to inelinle the 
Emperor, Pope Julius II, France, and Aragon. 

George d’Amboise spoke for the French King and 
made so many difficulties that only the Huche** of 
Savoy’s threat of returning home, brought him to 
make terms. By their combined action, each of these 
various powers was to recover the cities they rimmed 
m taken by Venice. The Pop demanded Ravenna, 
Rimini, F&ewsa, and other towns of the Romagna ; 
tht Empror desired to recover all the lands taken by 
V«niee in the recent war, adding to these Veruiut, 
Treviso, Padua, Vkjetwa, and Friuli; Spin wm to 
reoeiv® the seaport# of Apulia, Monopoli, Train, Brin- 
dM, and Otranto, while France claimed Bergamo, 
Bresok, Cremona, and the Ghiata d'Adtk, ’ The 
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investiture of Milan was also to be given to the French 
King on payment of 100,000 crowns. 

When all this was settled, war was declared by 
France on April 7, 1509, and a few weeks later Julius 
II proclaimed the ban of the Church against Venice 
and its lands. Maximilian was then making a desperate 
struggle at the Diet of Worms to induce the Estates 
to provide sufficient men and money. But never 
did he meet with less success. He was overwhelmed 
with complaints, the Council broke up in confusion, 
and the Emperor was compelled to raise money by 
pledging tolls, mines, and every source of income to 
pay the troops he had raised. 

Meantime Venice had brought together a splendid 
army of more than 30,000 infantry, with good foreign 
levies of Stradiots and other horsemen. They began 
the campaign by capturing and burning Treviglio, but 
meantime the French had crossed the Adda and taken 
Rivolta. The first important incident was the battle 
of Agnadello, 1509, when the French attacked the 
Venetian army on the march towards Cremona, when 
they were spread out over four miles of rough ground, 
and the artillery was not available. The impetuous 
general Alviano fought with desperate valour, but 
his company was almost destroyed and he himself 
was taken prisoner. Pitigliano with his men-at-arms 
retreated in good order, but the heavy cannon were 
left behind and the day was lost by Venice (May 14, 
1509). 

There is a very interesting letter from Maximilian 
to his daughter, in which he tells the whole 
story : 
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“ Very dear and much, beloved daughter, to-day 
we have received letters from our brother and cousin, 
the King of France, by which he writes to us that on 
the fourteenth of the month he had a battle with 
our common enemies, the Venetians, and that he has 
been victorious and won the same, and remains master 
of the field, having taken prisoner, with several others, 
the principal chief and captain of the army (Barto- 
lommeo d’Alviano). Our ambassador, Messire Andre 
de Burgo, who was present at the battle, writes to 
us that he has seen quite four thousand dead. By 
other letters which the Master of the French Posts 
has written, we learn that there are from ten to 
twelve thousand dead or taken, and that our afore- 
said brother and cousin has gained forty pieces of 
artillery. We hear also that the strength of the said 
Venetians in the battle was twenty thousand men 
and the French a little more. Farewell, my very 
dear and beloved daughter ; may our Lord have you 
in His keeping. 

“ Written at Angelberg, the 18th day of May 1509. 

“ Your good father, Maximilian.” 

It is difficult to account for the extraordinary panic 
which this easy victory of Louis XII caused to the 
Venetians. Apparently it was not so much the 
severity of their defeat as the mutinous behaviour of 
their own militia, who fled and dispersed at once. 
The Republic yielded all the disputed lands so rapidly 
that they lost all the advantages they might have 
gained by skilful negotiation. 




CHAPTER XII 


oo MINQ Of HICNRY VIII, MAXIMILIAN INVADES 

ITALY 

imm i5u 

/i«rt »/ /Wy 17/ «/ Hnylmml, 1 » ■ -Mmrhp, of Henry VIU 
ittrt KtHAm-tm *./ Am&m—tlui ttttmm umtk Venter-- Maximilian 
immdm My *p»tt frail muxmr—TM Pttpt rm m * 

M* *£*« «•/ fortmtffm- MoMM&m® Mrawf m Padm, wh-kh Vrwtm 
k»( rmfuinmt ■ I/* tmUntjf mms tk» wt§K. and rttom M» to 0«mt»»y 
(Nfcwy mf U»f»A »mt llti Prmr-k 

W I 1 1 LK the whole cont inent of Europe was shaken 
by the storm ami stress of war, the old King 
of England, Henry VII, wan slowly pawing away from 
the scene whore he had played so eager a part. Ilia 
death, on April *22 of the year 1609, was a matter of 
international importance, m the plane of the cold and 
crafty man of wide experience was to he taken by a 
young prince of barely eighteen, flamboyant in body 
and mind, whose aneeesbn was greeted by his subjects 
with loud enthusiasm. It may be interesting at this 
point to quote a few contemporary opinions with 
regard to Henry VIII. In a letter of William Blount, 
Lord Mountjoy, to the famous Erasmus, ho says : 

** i have no fear that when you heard that our 
prince, now Henry VIII, whom we may well call our 
Octavius, had succeeded to his father’s throne, all 
10 m 


146 MAXIMILIAN TIIK DUKAMEH 

your mehuudmly Eft v«u at mm*. For what may 
you not promise to yourself fr«*m a prime with whose 
extraordinary anti almost divine character yon am 
well acquainted 1 . . . Hut when you kn«*«' what a 
hero he now shows himself, h«»w wisely he ludiaves, 
what a lover h*> t*» of Justice anti goodness, what 
affection ho bears* to the learned, 1 will venture to 
swear that you will ami no wings to fly to behold this 
new and auspicious star. , . . Avarice i*» expelled the 
country, Liberality scatters wealth with a bounteous 
hand. Our King liwm not desire gold or gems or 
prooioua metals, hut virtue, glory, immortality." 

The Venetian ambassador d»acrtt»e* Henry m " very 
handsome. Nature could not have done more 
for him. 11** is much handsomer than anv other 

aT 

sovereign in Christendom. . . . He is very accom- 
plished, a good musician, »?oro poses well, i« a capital 
horseman, a fun* Jotwtor, speaks French, Latin, utul 
Spanish. . . . He is loud of hunting, and never take* 
this diversion without tiring ttitto «r ten bom*. , , . 
Ho » extremoly fond of tennis. ..." 

Almost the first atop of the young King was to 
carry out h» father's wiahna with regard to hw 
marriage with Katharine of Aragon. To this he 
wa» most strongly urged by Ferdinand of Spain and 
by hi* own Council, who could not hear to km* the 
gold of tha young widow's dowry, i!« wrote to 
Marguerite Duchess of Savoy, that ho would n«t dis- 
obey hJb father’s commands, strengthened m they 
wart by the dwpanmtkm of the Fopo, and by the 
friendship butween England and Austria, m hw sister 
Mary was betrothed to Charles her nephew, and also 
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th« nephew of Katharine. Ho the marriage wa« 
carried out on June II, lea* than two months alter 
his fattier'* death. Then followed the splendid coro- 
nation of King and Queen, after which Meaty found 
time from hi* various amusements, to eomidtr with 
hi* Council the part he should play in European policy. 

A» wo have already seen in the last chapter, Pope 
and Emperor, France and Spain had all mined the 
hue and cry after Vetire ; hut of all these, lamia XII, 
the hereditary foe of England* was in a posit ion to 
profit the most. Ilia recent viotory over Venice at 
Agnndello (May 14, IfMB) had secured for him 
Milan and the territory of Venice m far an the river 
Mitten i ; it also threatened Ferdinand** hold of 
Naples. This was the situation which faced the new 
King of England, a mere hoy who had to hold his 
own amongst such seasoned intriguers m Ferdinand 
of Hpitm* Maximilian of Austria, lamb XII of Franc®, 
and Popu Julius, each of whom wm nearly thro# 
times hia ago. Me w«a indignant to find them all in 
league against Venice, the unchanging ally of England 
and the bulwark of Christendom against the Turk, 

I tottry had friends of his own amongst the di»tm» 
gu wlied scholars of the Republic, her merchants were 
indispensable to the commerce of London, her galleys 
called twice a year at Southampton on the way to 
mill from Flanders, and the trade with Venice was 
moat profitable to both countries. 

On the day after his coronation, the young Bung 
had lamented to the Venetian ambassador the victory 
of France at Agnadello, and, shortly after, he wrote 
to remonstrate with the sovereigns of Europe against 
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the injustice of their Venetian crusade. He also 
commissioned his ambassador at Rome to watch over 
the interests of Venice as well as those of his own 
country, and persuaded the Pope to remove the ban 
of the Church from the Doge and his subjects. 

Instead of making war, however, on France, his 
hereditary foe, his first warlike enterprise was to 
send 1,500 archers to help in the Netherlands against 
Guelders, as had been agreed by treaty. He vainly 
tried to persuade Maximilian to accept arbitration 
and make peace with his life-long enemy, even 
although the French King used the familiar argu- 
ment that all Christendom must unite to turn their 
arms against the Infidel. He wrote in the same strain 
to Ferdinand his father-in-law, announcing that he 
was about to raise an expedition for the destruction 
of the enemies of the Faith. This, he said that he 
owed to God for his peaceful accession, while on 
another occasion he declared " that he cherished, like 
an heirloom, the ardour against the Infidel which he 
inherited from his father.” It must be added that 
this generous purpose did not trouble his later life 
much more than it had done that of the cold Henry 
VII. It turned out to be only one of those useful 
diplomatic fictions, by which any sovereign of that 
time who desired peace could say that it was im- 
perative in order to fight the Turk. 

Yet we must do Henry VIII the justice to own 
that he did raise an expedition for a crusade, which 
sailed from Plymouth in May 1511, to join in the 
King of Spain's attack on the Moors. However, it 
came to no result, for the Christian allies quarrelled 
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soon after landing, and Ferdinand informed the 
English general that he was about to make peace with 
the Infidel, as he had a fresh difficulty to settle at 
home with the King of France. 

Meantime we must return to Maximilian and his 
continued war with Venice. The defeat of Agnadello 
had been so crushing for the moment that the Riders 
of the Republic were willing to make peace almost 
on any terms. They actually offered the Emperor 
the restitution of all his lands which they had taken, 
the imperial suzerainty should be recognised, and a 
large yearly subsidy should be paid in token of 
homage. But the ambassadors of Venice were not 
even allowed to have audience with him, and he 
refused to listen to any advice. The Republic had 
offered him a deadly insult in 1507, when she refused 
his passage through her territory to go to Rome for 
his coronation, and nothing but her utter ruin would 
satisfy his vengeance. 

It was about midsummer that Maximilian once 
more opened the campaign in person at the head of 
15,000 men. The Venetian army had concentrated 
in the direction of the French advance, and he met 
with scarcely any opposition. That which he had 
refused as a gift he would take as his right, and 
fortune favoured him at first, for by the middle of 
July he had regained with but little loss, one after 
another, all the cities which had been taken from him. 
It was with the utmost satisfaction that he received 
the news of the Pope having recovered the cities of 
Romagna, while the Spanish King had been successful 
in seizing the ports of Apulisi,, Full of triumph and 
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exultation, the Emperor laboriously brought bis 
artillery across the Brenner Pass to continue 3ais* 
victorious career, when a sudden change took place - 

The Venetian rule was very popular in all the dis- 
tricts conquered, for it was just, and the taxation 
was lighter than it had ever been before. The towns 
were therefore loyal to the Republic, and as the Em- 
peror could only spare a small garrison in each place > 
his tenure was most insecure. Thus the Venetians 
easily regained Padua, which Maximilian again, be- 
sieged and did much damage with his heavy artillery, 
but he was unable to take the city by the most 
vigorous assaults. At length in October, to tire 
surprise of every one, he suddenly raised the siege 
and returned hastily to the Tyrol. The Chevalier 
Bayard was in the French army before Padua, and 
his faithful chronicler, the “Loyal serviteur,” gives 
such a picturesque and detailed account of tlxis 
strange incident that it is worthy of quotation. 

At the gate of Padua towards Vicenza, the Em- 
peror's artillery had made a great breach in "blre 
fortifications, but the Venetians had dug a wide, 
trench behind, which was filled with gunpowder and 
inflammable materials and could be blown up at} a 
moment’s notice. When the Emperor saw this great) 
hole, he expressed his amazement to the noble lords 
near him that, with so many besiegers, the city In. ad 
not been taken by assault on this side. When Ire 
went back to his tent, having thought over hire 
matter, he sent a letter to the French general. La 
Palisse, describing the breach and suggesting that 
the French gentlemen, the men-at-arms, should lead 
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let him place them on foot with us French men-at- 
arms to make the assault, and then his Lands- 
knechte can follow, if they care to.” 

The Good Knight’s opinion was considered most 
wise, and his message was sent to the Emperor, who 
thought it very fair and reasonable, for he had a high 
sense of honour. So he caused his drums and trum- 
pets to summon all the princes, lords, and captains 
of Germany, Burgundy, and Hainault. When they 
were all assembled in his presence, Maximilian told 
them that he proposed within an hour to make an 
assault upon the city, of which he had already told 
the French gentlemen, who were all anxious to do 
their duty, and who begged that the gentlemen of 
Germany would go with them and follow where they 
showed the way. “ Therefore, gentlemen,” he added, 
“ I earnestly pray that you will accompany them to 
the breach and go on foot with them ; and I hope by 
the help of God that the first assault will deliver the 
enemy into our hands.” 

When the Emperor had finished his speech a 
sudden strange and wonderful noise arose amongst 
the Germans, and lasted for the space of half an hour. 
Then one of them, who was charged to speak for all, 
replied that they were not the sort of people who 
would go on foot, or who would go thus to a breach, 
but that their real condition was to fight like gentle- 
men on horseback. No other answer could Maxi- 
milian obtain, yet, however much it displeased him, 
he gave no sign, but simply said : “ Well, my lords, 
we must consider what is best to be done.” 

Then he immediately called a gentleman of his 
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guard and said to him : “ Go to the tent of my cousin, 
the Lord of La Palisse ; commend me to him and 
to all the French lords . . . and tell them that the 
assault will not be made to-day/' 

The chronicler adds : 

“ I do not know how it was, but the night after 
this happened, the Emperor went off suddenly about 
forty miles from the camp, and from thence ordered 
his people to raise the siege/’ 1 

This is a striking instance of Maximilian’s quick, 
impetuous temper, which made him yield to a sudden 
impulse, regardless of consequences. It was a fatal 
step, for his retreat to the Tyrol did much towards 
breaking up the League against Venice, who gradually 
regained all that she had lost. During the siege, 
Marguerite had received frequent letters from her 
father, and he tries to explain his retreat by the great 
strength of the garrison, their powerful artillery, but 
above all he alludes to the want of spirit and enter- 
prise amongst his own followers, of which the 
chronicler of Bayard gives so vivid an example. Yet 
he had not given up all hope of ultimate success, for 
he ends his letter : “By the help of God ... we will 
constrain them to render us obedience.” 

Unfortunately for Maximilian, the Pope had 
changed his policy. He had obtained all that he de- 
sired, and on February 1510 he came to terms with 
Venice, who consented to yield him all ecclesiastical 
rights, free navigation in the Adriatic, and everything 
else that he demanded. The next object of Julius II 
was to expel the “barbarians” from Italy, and for this 
1 “ The Story of Bayard,” p. 134 (Christopher Hare). 
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DIET OF AUG-SBURG THE WARRIOR POPE JULIUS II 

1510-1511 

Diet of Augsburg refuses supplies for the war in Italy — Maximilian 
tries to raise an army — Pope Julius II makes peace with Venice and 
attacks Ferrara — Siege of Mirandola — Maximilian befriends the 
sons of Lodovico Sforza of Milan — His correspondence with his 
daughter Marguerite — She cannot obtain money for him from the 
Netherlands — Her wise advice. 

S EEN from the national point of view, the 
members of the Diet of Augsburg had made a 
great mistake when in January 1510, they had refused 
the earnest and repeated demands of their sovereign 
for adequate help in the campaign of Italy. By so 
doing they lost for Germany the opportunity of taking 
a predominant place in European politics, and left 
the Pope and Italy entirely in the hands of Prance. 
Maximilian, on the other hand, was passionately de- 
sirous of maintaining the greatness of the Empire and 
rousing the patriotism of his people. 

It is true that the Diet at last grudgingly voted the 
expenses of 1,800 horsemen and 6,000 foot-soldiers 
for six months, but the manner of raising them was 
so slow and inefficient that the troops never took the 
field. Moreover Maximilian could do nothing of 
importance with soldiers levied for so short a period, 
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a greater blow* from which not »t! thmr arttnwt or their 
crafty diplomacy eoukl protec t them, had b<w« •sirttck 
to their commerce by the doubling «f the CUp* *4 
Good Hope, which diverted to ladton their apffitsdtd 
traffic with the Bsu*t, and anon Venice would wmm 
to be ranked m a ftr»t<cUft* Power, 

Pope Julius II, having now obtained all that he 
wanted from Venice, removed the ban of fuuNxa* 
munieatbn from the Republic, and once more turned 
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his thoughts to “ the expulsion of the barbarian.” 
By his success alike in war and cunning diplomacy, 
he had recovered and increased the conquests of his 
predecessor, Alexander VI, and was now in a position 
to satisfy his ambition as a great temporal power. Yet 
he must have realised that he had only done all this 
by allying himself with the foreign invader of Italy, 
and it is possible that some feeling of remorse made 
him desire to drive out the invading French and 
leave his country free. He also saw grounds for alarm 
inthe overwhelming position of the French in Northern 
Italy, he could not forget the loss of his cherished city, 
Genoa, but above all, his hatred of Ferrara was 
scarcely veiled by the pious desire to add to the 
Church’s greatness the dominions of the Duke, who 
was an ally of France. Also his own profitable salt- 
works were interfered with by those of Ferrara at 
Comacchio. 

With these mixed motives, Julius suddenly turned 
against the ally who had been so useful to him, and 
by this disgraceful deed he won the applause of 
Italian patriots and was hailed as the Defender of 
his country. To his fiery, warlike spirit, these last 
years of battle must have been the most triumphant 
and happiest of his life. The war began with an 
incident which gave him the first advantage. The 
French King refused to pay the Swiss mercenaries 
a sum which he considered exorbitant, and when they 
withdrew from his service, the Pope hastened to engage 
them, to the number of fifteen thousand men. He 
then excommunicated Alfonso Duke of Ferrara, and 
Louis XII made the next move in the game by con- 
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voking a Synod of the French clergy at Tours, which 
justified war against the Pope, and threatened a 
General Council. 

Meantime the French held their own, defeating an 
attack on Genoa by sea and land, while they were also 
successful in taking Modena, and attacked Bologna, 
where the Pope was at that moment in ill health. The 
danger was imminent, but the French were driven back 
by the Venetian troops, and the unconquerable spirit 
of the warrior Pope carried all before him. He was 
general of his army, shared the hardships of his 
soldiers and inspired them with his vigour and zeal. 
An incident in this war gives a striking example of his 
spirit. 

It was now late in the year, but he took the field 
himself in the snows of winter, occupied Concordia, 
and by forced marches soon reached the village of 
San Felice, where he set up his camp. He then sent 
word to the widowed Countess of Mirandola that she 
should give up her city, as he required it for his attack 
upon Ferrara. The lady was a daughter of the 
famous general Giovanni Trivulzio, whose courage 
and devotion to France she inherited, and she sent 
reply that “ nothing would induce the Countess of 
Mirandola to give up her city, and that with the 
help of God she would know how to keep it against 
all those who wished to take it from her.” 

Furious at this defiance, the Pope swore that he 
would have the city by favour or force, and com- 
manded his nephew, the Duke of Urbino, to prepare 
for the siege. Bayard and his company were with 
the Duke of Ferrara, and they had taken up their 
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position at a hamlet called Ospitaletto, between two 
arms of the Po, about twelve miles from Ferrara. 
From bere Bayard sent a hundred men-at-arms and 
some cannon, under the command of two young 
knights, to help the garrison of Mirandola, and three 
days later the siege began. 

Meantime Bayard had learnt through his spies that 
Pope Julius himself was proposing to go to the siege of 
Mirandola on the morrow, and that he would travel 
to the camp with cardinals, bishops, and other noble 
churchmen in his suite, but that he would only have 
a guard of a hundred horsemen. This was delightful 
news for the gallant knight, and he proposed to take 
all this goodly company prisoners : a feat which 
would resound through Europe. 

At first all promised well, for the Pope, who was 
an early riser, had started at daybreak in his fitter. 
But he had not gone far before a terrible snowstorm 
came on, and the Cardinal of Pavia exclaimed : “ It 
is not possible to continue the journey ; we must go 
back at once/’ The Pope agreed and was carried 
back to San Felice, knowing nothing of the ambuscade 
which had been prepared by Bayard who had only 
attacked the servants and others sent on in advance. 
But on discovering his mistake, he rushed off in 
pursuit and arrived just as the Pope was hurrying out 
of his fitter. “ If he had delayed while there was 
time to say a paternoster, he would have been caught.” 
When the Pope heard of his narrow escape, it gave 
him such a shock that he had a touch of fever, but 
he rose from his bed more determined than ever to 
take the city. 


I 
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For six days and nights it snowed without ceasing, 
so that within the camp it reached almost the height 
of a man, while the moat and ditches round the walls 
of Mirandola were frozen two feet thick, so that the 
heavy cannon could be brought quite close without 
breaking the ice. Pope Julius was now in the besieg- 
ing camp, and he took the greatest delight in watch- 
ing his artillery battering at the walls until two great 
breaches had been made. The bombarding went on 
for three weeks, and the gallant defenders began to 
lose all hope. During all the bitter weather the 
warrior Pope had been giving orders everywhere, 
almost under fire, wearing armour outside his priestly 
dress. 

Within the walls, the Countess had been a match 
for him in spirit and valour, and not until the forti- 
fications were nearly battered down did she yield to 
the advice of the most gallant soldiers of her garrison, 
and surrender her citadel. Julius determined to make 
the most of his victory, and he refused to take 
possession of the conquered city in the ordinary way, 
by riding in at the head of his forces through the 
gate. He caused a bridge to be thrown across the 
frozen moat, and clambered in through a breach 
in the walls. According to the stipulation, the brave 
Countess was free to depart, and the Pope himself 
escorted her politely out of the city she had so fiercely 
defended. 

When the news reached Ferrara of the fall of 
Mirandola, Duke Alfonso expected an immediate 
attack on his capital, and therefore destroyed the 
bridge he had built across the Po, and prepared to 
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defend the city with hin life. The Gastello of Ferrara, 
standing four-square with it« mighty crenellated 
towers in the very heart of the city, was one of the 
most famous fortresses in the land and was believed 
to be impregnable. 

When the Pup, triumphant in hia success at 
Mirnndola, called a Council of War and suggested 
taking Ferrara by storm, he was assured that only 
by famine couhl it be taken. In order to cut ofi the 
supply of provisions, he was told that it would be 
needful to take the fortress of La Baatida, about 
twenty-five miles from Ferrara. " Certainly we 
must Sutve t hat place ; I shall not rest till it is taken/’ 
was hi* prompt reply, 

A brilliant stratagem wart suggested for seizing La 
Haatida at night by a sudden alarm, but the Pope 
had out reckoned with Bayard, who discovered the 
scheme at the htrtt moment, and with all his skill 
and courage managed to thwart it. It is too long 
to tell the Heroic story in full, but the result was an 
unlooked-for battle which cost the Pop three thou- 
sand of fiis* favit men, besides the loss of all His artillery 
and fits camp furnishing, and many prisoner* of 
importance. This complete victory of the Chevalier 
Bayard, fought on February 2, I5U, was the salva- 
lion of the Duchy of Ferrara. 

Pop Juliu* was furious, and vowed a hundred 
times « day : " Ferrara, Ferrara S I will have you, 
by the body of dm! f " After this defeat everything 
seemed to go against him. TrivuWo, the French 
general, made a descent upon Bologna, drove out the 
Pop"* family, and rectorial to power the ancient 
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family of the Bentivoglio. lit* also recovered Con- 
cordia and Mirandola. The Hope retired to Ravenna ; 
hia fortunes were now at their lowest ebh, hut the will 
of the. fiery old man was unbroken. 

Maximilian used all hia influence to prevent the 
Swiss giving any help to Venice or her allies, for hia 
hatred of the Republic was stronger than ever. Wit 
see this in his letters to his daughter Marguerite, in 
which he gloats over the misfortunes of his enemy, 
** Hippolytus, Cardinal d‘M*te has skin anti drowned 
four thousand men of the Republic who had attacked 
Ferrara, and lias taken eleven galleys of Venice and 
destroyed with his artillery five other galleys, with 
other success. , . , " He adds that he has also news 
that his men in Slavonia have thrown themselves ujmn 
the four hundred 8tmdi»t Venetians and eh ami them 
to the gates of their garrison." 

The Duke of Ferrara writes to Maximilian to 
announce the advantages he has gained over the 
Venetians, such as taking a blockhouse or a mill full 
of provisions. At the same time news are brought of 
a frightful earthquake in Constantinople when nearly 
half the city walls were cast down and over a thousand 
people were skin. The Grand Turk had been coin- 
palled to retire to ** Amiri lope M until such time m th# 
walk of Constantinople should to built up again. 
We next hear how the oily of Bougie in Africa has 
been taken by Fierro do Navarre, admiral of King 
Ferdinand of Aragon. 

The next letter to Marguerite contains news which 
touch her father more closely. It is a terrible blow 
to know that the Holy Father has made peace with 


DIET OP AUGSBURG 


168 


the hated Venetians, and also the Swiss, while there 
is little doubt that King Henry VIII will join them 
before long. The Emperor refuses to listen to any 
persuasion, and declares that he will adheres to the 
League of Camhrny anti remain in alliance with 
Prance, He has raised, at great expense, an army of 
36, IKK) men to march against Venice, and ho adds as 
a kind of farewell direction : '* And if anything should 
happen to us ... I request that you will always take 
good care of our very dear and beloved children, and 
employ yourself in these affairs as best you can.*' 
He has already told Marguerite by word of mouth 
where his ” great treasure" is hidden away in the 
safe place, that she may find it if anything should 
befall him in the coming war. 

If Maximilian was a stern enemy, he could also be 
a most generous friend. In one of his letters to his 
daughter, he desires her to give " the young Duke 
of Milan three thousand livres in addition to the 
annual sum already allowixl him." This is Mai- 
simiUano, the eldest son of the ill-fated Lodovioo 
Bforxa, who with his brother Francesco had been for 
some time brought up at the Court of the Emperor 
and his wife Bianca Bforxa, hut who were now under 
the care of Marguerite anti receiving the same educa- 
tion m the Archduke Charles. There appears to have 
been an alarm at one time that the Pope or the 
Venetians might carry them of! from Malines by 
some subtle device, and the Regent is warned in 
order that she may take every precaution for their 
safety. It is amusing to hear that a dispute had 
arisen between Mawimiliano and the boy Duke of 
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Saxe, on a question of precedence ; and the Em- 
peror, who ia called upon to decide, makes the genial 
suggestion that “ one is iu enter first to-duy and the 
other to-morrow.” 

Incidentally we gain much information from those 
familiar letters between father anti daughter ; thus 
when the Bishop of Arras dies, we understand what 
a plurality of benefices meant in that day, for this is 
the list placed at the disposal of the Emperor, when 
Monseigneur Nicolas de Ruistre gave up his earthly 
possessions: *' L'Eveachfs d ’Arras, la cure de Haar- 
lem, la pr&voste de Saint-Pierre en nfitre villa do 
Louvain, la chanoinie de Terremonde, le person nat 
[cathedral dignity] it. lirabant, la chanoinie de Cour- 
tray, la chnpelle de Flobecq . . . quo Unlit feu fiv&aque 
avoit en son vivant," being also Archdeacon of 
Brussels in the Church of Cambray. 

But the most important ami at the same time the 
most painful part of this ceaseless* correspondence for 
Marguerite, must have been her father's constant 
want of money which compelled him to use her as 
his deputy, in demands upon the States. Thus he 
applies for an income of fifty thousand livrea to be 
voted for his vise every year. The Regent of the 
Netherlands, who makes vain appeals f«>r the neces- 
sary expense of defending her laud# against Guelder# , 
for instance, is greatly dismay ed, Bins know# how 
unwilling her people are to grant money for the Italian 
wars which they so strongly disapprove of, and she 
writ®* to her father : 

“ In all humility, Monseigneur, I must toil you how 
I grieve that there is no means of fulfilling your 
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desire ... of the fifty thousand gold florins which you 
desire to obtain from the lands over here, during your 
life, as you have, written to me several times. Mon- 
seigneur, I have not yet found, by t lie advice of any 
of your servants, that it has been a suitable time, to 
speak of the said matter . . . knowing indeed that 
there would be little result, I have until now put it 
off. ..." 

Marguerite also in vain tries to persuade her father 
that he is being made use of by the King of Franco for 
his own ends, in this war with Venice. We find her 
lamenting, in a private letter to a trusted counsellor, 
that the Emperor should have given up Verona, and 
Lignano on the. Adige to Louis XII in payment for 
money lent ; she fears that the same thing may 
happen with regard to other places. In short, her 
political instinct was far more true and clear-sighted 
than that of Maximilian, who was always carried 
away by his own personal impulses and desires. 


4 


CHAPTEE XIV 


SWISS WAR IN ITALY. DIET OP COLOGNE 

1511-1512 

Maximilian has a wild plan of becoming Pope as well as Emperor — 
But Julius II recovers — Death of the Empress Bianca Sforza — 
The Swiss make war in Italy — Gaston de Foix takes Brescia , but 
dies in the hour of victory before Ravenna — Diet of Cologne — 
Important reforms suggested by Maximilian — Empire divided into 
circles for judicial purposes — Troubles with Charles Duke of 
Guelders . 

W E have another curious insight into the wild 
dreams of the Emperor Maximilian, when 
the Pope was believed to be at the point of death in 
August 1511. He actually wrote to his daughter 
Marguerite with the extraordinary suggestion that 
he should be appointed Coadjutor to Julius II, and 
after his death should be elected Pope. This is the 
letter which some historians have looked upon as 
an elaborate joke, but in which he appears to have 
been quite serious. 

September 18, 1511. 

[Autograph] 

“ Very dear and much beloved daughter ... we 
send to-morrow Monsieur de Gurce, bishop, to Eome 
to the Pope to find some way in which we can agree 
with him to take us a coadjutor, in order that after 
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his death we may be assured of having the Papacy, 
and become a priest and after that a saint, so that 
it will be a necessity that after my death you will 
be constrained to adore me, which will be much glory 
for me. ... I am sending a post to the King of Aragon 
to beg that he will help us to arrive at this. ... I 
begin also to work upon the Cardinals, with whom 
two or three hundred thousand ducats will do mo 
good service. ... I beg you to keep this matter en- 
tirely secret, although I fear that in a few days all 
the world will have to know it, for it is not possible to 
work so great a matter secretly, with so many people 
working . . . and so much money ... I commend 
you to Owl. 

" Written by the hand of your good father 
Maxim IUANU8, future Pope. , . 

In another letter of his, written from Brixen two 
days before to Paul of Liechtenstein, ho states 
positively that ” the Papacy is a function which 
should he held with the Empire, and that he desires 
the honour of uniting them,” To prove that ho was 
in earnest, he entered into negotiation with the 
Fuggers to borrow an immense sum frorti them ” to 
conciliate the Cardinals,” by pledging the crown and 
sceptre of Charlemagne and all the imperial orna- 
ments from his store of treasures. 

Wiki a* this project may seem, it was in fact no 
new idea to combine the spiritual and temporal rule 
of the world. At the time of the Jubilee of the year 
1300, in Rome, Pope Boniface VIII had the same 
extravagant pretensions, for we behold him seated 


on the throne of Constantine, proudly arrayed with 
sword and crown and sceptre, proclaiming aloud to 
tho assembled crowd of pilgrims : “ I am Caesar— 
I am Emperor ! ” 1 It is sometimes held that Dante 
alludes to this scene when he tells us in the “ Purga- 
torio ” that ** Rome was wont to have two suns to 
guide us on the two roads, of God and of the world, 
but now . . . the sword is united to the crosier, from 
which evil will follow." * 

But this wild dream soon faded away when Rope 
Julius suddenly recovered, and showed himself more 
energetic than ever. He concluded a ** 11 olv League " 
with Spain and Venice, nominally to protect the 
dominions of the Church, but secretly with the object 
of driving the. French out of Italy, while Maximilian 
looked on, having made a truce with Venice for ten 
months while he still remained an ally of France. 
During all this time, the war with Guelders had been 
smouldering on, a constant trouble to poor Mar- 
guerite, who was also much distressed by the outbreak 
of hostilities between the Hansa league and the 
Netherlands, when the whole Dutch fleet was cap- 
tured by the men of Lubeck and their allied cities. 
On the accession of Henry VIII, it was through the 
Regent’s mediation that an alliance was made be- 
tween her father and England. 

In January 1012, Maximilian writes to Marguerite 
to announce the death of his wife, the Empress 
Bianca Maria, who had long been in failing health. 

4 1 Another amount U that fehoto woitii woro »|»k» by VIII 

to tho Bxrroy* of ftht imporor Albert I In 
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the offering, . . . and also to hold solemn obsequies 
as are meet and customary for such a Princess. 

“ Given in our town of Freiburg in Brisco, Jan- 
uary, 3, 1512. 

“ Your good father, Maxi.” 

Thus does Maximilian pay his dignified and pious 
tribute to the memory of the Italian lady whom he 
had married from policy, and had always treated 
with due kindness and respect, but usually from 
afar. No such admirable letter as this could he 
have written when he lost his beloved Marie, the 
dear wife of his youth, whose name he could never 
speak without emotion to the end of his days. Mar- 
guerite wrote a beautiful and appropriate reply, and 
then the unloved Bianca shared the common fate 
of oblivion. 

In the splendid tomb at Innsbruck, of the Emperor 
Maximilian, the figure of the Empress Bianca Maria 
may still be seen in that noble company of kings 
and queens of the House of Hapsburg — in beautiful 
bronze-work, clothed in the stiff and stately brocades 
of her lifetime. ' 

Meantime there was trouble in Italy, for the Swiss 
were now making war on their own account. They 
were promised help from Venice, and Gaston de 
Foix, 1 now Governor of Milan, found himself threat- 
ened on the side of Bologna and Parma. Although j 

this bold attempt failed, and the Swiss were obliged 
to retreat in disorder, the beginning of 1512 found 

1 Duo de Nemours, nephew of Louis XII — brother of Germaine de < 

Foix, Queen of Spain. 
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the King of Prance lining hie utmost to obtain the 
help of the eantitiw. lie wan threatened by invasion 
kith by Spain ami England, Venice had recovered 
Bergamo Mini Brescia* while the army of the Holy 
League w<w advancing upon Bologna and Ferrara. 

Breccia wa* looked upon a* the key of Venice ; 
awl when tUston de Potx heart! that the citadel 
still held out, lie haatciicd at ouee through flooded 
rivers and snowstorms to carry help to the French 
garrison. The Uoge of Venice was himself in Brescia 
at the time, and had sent » tneamuiger to Venice for 
a strong force to he sent at once to intercept the 
French army. But So* wa*» too late, for Gaston do 
Foils, with the help of Bayard, who volunteered to 
lend the attack, made n successful assault on the 
city, which wm token. But in the very moment of 
victory, a* he «w crowing the rampart at the head 
of hk men, Bayard was dangerously wounded and 
unable to hinder the itntasncre and pillage which too 
often followed when a place was taken by storm. 
The spoil* taken were valued at three millions of 
crown*, and t!u« bfdjml to ruin the French cause in 
Italy, for many of the soldiers, demoralised by 
plunder, 4*s*»?t«d with their ill-gotten gains and went 
home, 

A* we have seen, Maximilian had long been un- 
certain and vacillating in lib alliance*, but now he 
definitely decided to join Pope Julius and the King 
of Spain. A* usual, there were companies of German 
and Swift* mercenaries both in the Italian army 
amt a bo with the French, and the Emperor, to whom 
they owed some kind of allegiance, sent word to 
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the companies of German Landsknechte that they 
were to retire home at once, and were not to fight 
the armies of the League. Gaston de Foix, general 
at the age of twenty-four, heard of this message 
when he was in the French camp before Ravenna. 
He felt that it was absolutely necessary to make 
some decisive move at once, the more so as Louis 
XII insisted upon immediate battle before his troops 
were recalled for home defence. A council was held, 
and the general opinion was that “ it was better to 
fight than to starve/’ for their supplies were now 
stopped on every side. 

During the night of April 10, 1512, the French 
general threw a bridge over the river Ronco, and 
next morning, Easter Day, he led his army across 
and made an attack on the troops of the League, who 
were encamped and strongly fortified on the southern 
side. Protected on one side by the river, in front 
they were guarded by a line of armed waggons. 
The battle began with an attack of artillery on each 
side, followed by a desperate engagement between 
the opposing cavalry, in which it is said that the 
Spaniards carried out their usual tactics of constantly 
taking aim at the horses of the French ; for they 
have a proverb which says : “ When the horse is 
dead, the man-at-arms is lost.” 

It was late in the day, and already the tide of 
victory was on the side of the French when Bayard, 
who was riding in pursuit of the flying enemy, said 
to the Due de Nemours : “ Praise be to God, you 
have won the battle, my lord, and the world will 
ring with your fame. I pray you to remain here 
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by the bridge and rally your men-at-arms to keep 
them from pillaging the camp, but do not leave, 
I entreat you, till we return.” But in the tumult 
which followed, Gaston saw some of his men attacked, 
and, with his usual impetuous chivalry, rode forth 
to their rescue, without waiting to see who followed 
him, and in the melee was unhorsed and killed. 
The battle was won, and Ravenna was taken, but 
it was indeed dearly bought by the loss of so gallant 
a leader. 

La Palisse, who was now in command of the 
French army, was unable to profit much by his victory, 
or even to keep control over his motley troops. The 
warrior Pope was more than a match* for him in 
diplomacy as well as in actual fighting, and he 
managed to conclude a truce between the Emperor 
and Venice, although the Republic could not be 
induced to yield Verona and Vicenza to him. How- 
ever, Maximilian allowed 18,000 Swiss to pass through 
the Tyrol on their way to join the Venetians, and 
somewhat later he was induced to join the Holy 
League. This made it needful that he should obtain 
the sinews of war from his Estates, and he went to 
Trier to meet the assembled Diet. But, once more, 
he found it a hopeless task to obtain any help from 
his subjects for a foreign war which they entirely 
disapproved of, and after wasting much time in dis- 
cussion, he left in despair for the Netherlands. 
Although the Diet met again later at Cologne, the 
Emperor could obtain only such trifling assistance 
that he was unable to take any active part in the 
expulsion of the French from Milan. 
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But the Diet of Cologne (1512) achieved one im- 
portant result, although it was only completely 
carried out in the future. Since 1500 the Empire 
had been divided into Circles, and Maximilian now 
suggested that new Circles should be added to the 
six already existing. The seventh, of the Lower 
Rhine, was to include the lands of the four 
Rhenish Electors. The eighth, of Lower Saxony, 
was to be composed of the dominions of the Elector 
of Saxony and Brandenburg, those of the Duke of 
Pomerania and others. The ninth and tenth Circles 
were to be formed from Maximilian’s hereditary 
dominions in Austria and Burgundy. Each Circle 
was to have a Captain to carry out the decisions of 
the Imperial Chamber. But when it was proposed 
that the Captains should be supported by an armed 
force, the Estates took alarm, so that in point of fact, 
this scheme, once so dear to the heart of Berthold 
of Mainz, was not actually carried out until many 
years later. 

Meantime Marguerite finds that her Regency of 
the Netherlands is no sinecure. She has trouble and 
complaints on every side. The States of Utrecht 
write to make a grievous complaint that her general, 
Florent d’Egmond, had attacked their city and 
done much damage, the canals being frozen at the 
time, and he would have taken the city, had not a 
troop of cavalry from Guelders given the alarm and 
checked the assault. Marguerite expresses her deep 
regret and says that she has ordered Egmond to 
repair the damage and set free his prisoners. This 
general of hers will not give her the chance of a quiet 


SWISS WAR IN ITALY 


175 


life, and she thinks he. is much to blame, for the 
constant warfare. Charles of Guolders is certainly 
of this opinion, for he also writes to “ Madame,’* 
complaining that his subjects are “ always being 
pillaged and devoured,” whiles ho concludes most 
courteously, praying that. God will grant her a good 
life and a long one, and signing himself : “ Your 
very humble and very obedient servant and cousin, 
Charles.” 

After this, we are not prepared to hear that three 
days later, the men of Gueldera surprise and take the 
city of Harderwick, in spite of all treaties, and that 
the turbulent Charles is tampering with the allegiance 
of the men of Amsterdam, and giving serious annoy- 
ance to the Bishop of Utrecht. But there was 
worse still to name. Marguerite writes to her father 
from Ghent, in April, that a company of twenty- 
four Flemish merchants with a safe-conduct were 
on their way to Frankfort when they wore set upon 
by a hundred horsemen of Guelders, who killed three 
and wounded others, taking the rest prisoners and 
holding them to ransom, “ which is a great scandal 
and loss to the aforesaid poor merchants.” There 
are indignant complaints from Malines and Ant- 
werp, where the burghers insist that the road shall 
be made safe for their merchandise. This last out- 
rage became an international scandal. 

The Regent of the Netherlands appeals to the King 
of France to interfere, as Duke Charles is in his 
pay ; the merchants must be set free and receive 
restitution, and the town of Harderwick must be 
restored to her. Louis XII apparently complies, 
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for Charles of Guelders courteously explains that 
he has already given up the town of Weeap and the 
Castle of Muiden at his Majesty’s request, but “ as 
lor Harderwiok, although it. was taken without his 
permission, ho cannot possibly give it up. . . 

The King appears to be playing a double part, for 
he writes a most friendly and pious letter to Maximi- 
lian, disclaiming all connection with the Duke of 
Guelders, and he also sends the most complimentary 
and flattering letters to Marguerite : Jts vous tierm 
si bonne, si sage, si vertueuse,” . , . but he still sends 
help to the rebel Prince. Tim Regent is obliged to 
carry on the war in desperate circumstances, lor her 
father has no money to send her, her generals make 
pitiful appeals for the soldiers' pay ; they are starving 
and in rags, and are compelled to " manger le bon- 
homme.” This is the quaint phrase from the old 
French folk-song : 

('aw*, ernmm, goaa 4'tutmm rt 

1)<* et In ISuahtitsittw 

Qul da ipagtemp* Ikmlmmm® m mmm% 

The terrible meaning is plain enough ; the peasant 
is literally pillaged by these, unpaid mercenaries of all 
he possesses, eaten out of house ami home. Yet no 
compromise is possible, and this war of Guelders eon- 
tinueswith thestraugest episodes, which arcokrunicled 
in such full detail that they would almost require a 
volume to themselves. We can only allude to a few 
incidents. The important town of Rommel, on the 
river Waal, is taken by the cunning stratagem of a 
vessel laden with faggots, under which a number of 
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soldiers from Guelderiand were hidden. The Bishop 
of Utrecht gives much trouble, and the convents of 
the city send money to Duke Charles, and treasures 
of the Cathedral are secretly sent to him. The town 
of llattem is given up by tilts treachery of the com- 
mander, whose mistress persuades him to sell it 
to Charles for 8,000 gold florins. 

Then Marguerite writes more hopefully to the 
Emperor ; she has raised 15,000 good horsemen and 
6,000 foot-soldiers, and also has sixteen " serpentines” 
(form of cannon) in their train. It is true that she 
has not much powder, but she hopes to obtain some. 
She boldly applies to Henry VIII for help, and he 
sends her a certain number of men-at-arms under 
Edward Poyning. These acquit themselves very 
well, especially the English artillery, “ and fight much 
better than any others.” She has already spent her 
dowry on the war, and her coffers are now empty, 
although she expects 20,000 crowns shortly from 
Spain (her own dowry). The army must be kept up 
at any cost, for Hie stage of Venloo is a matter of 
urgent importance, as it will place the neighbouring 
country in her hands. 

It is difficult to make a selection from the immense 
number of letters which passed between Maximilian 
and his daughter. They arc extremely interesting 
and characteristic of them both. Marguerite usually 
writes from Mali ties, her chief place of residence, or 
occasionally from Ghent, Brussels, or Antwerp. Those 
from the Emperor are addressed from all parts of his 
vast dominions ; from a busy seaport, an ancient 
city, a country village, a tent encamped before some 
12 
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hostile town, or the lonely keep of some feudal castle. 
His restless energy is marvellous, and nothing can 
conquer his inveterate optimism. In the midst of 
the most serious State difficulties, he goes forth with 
the heart of a boy to enjoy his favourite pastime of 
the chase, the passion of his life which he cannot 
speak of without enthusiasm. He alludes to his 
exploits in his letters to his daughter, in whom he finds 
a kindred spirit. Always a dreamer, he has the knack 
of finding some high and noble motive for anything 
which delights him. Thus in his book on hunting, 
written for the benefit of his grandsons and descen- 
dants, he writes : 

“Always rejoice in the great pleasure of hunting, 
for thy recreation and health, also for the comfort of 
thy subjects ; because through hunting you become 
better known both to poor and rich. . . . 

“The rich as well as the poor have daily access to you 
while you are engaged in hunting and so can complain 
of their needs and present them to you — and you can 
hear their complaints with pleasure, for during the 
enjoyment of the hunt you can listen to the petitions 
of the poor. To this end, I would always have you 
take your secretary and some counsellors with you 
when you go a-hunting, so that you maybe ready 
to give satisfaction to the common man, when he 
approaches and comes near to see you — a thing you 
can do better on a hunting trip than in houses. . . .. 

“ In order to lose no time, you must never fail to 
do this except when the falcons fly or the hounds run.” 


CHAPTER XV 


MAXIMILIAN JOINS A LEAGUE WITH LEO X, 
ENGLAND, AND SPAIN 

1512—1515 

Variant alliances proponed jar the Archduke Charles*— Maximilian joins 
« league with Pope Im X, England, and Spain— Louis XU invades 
Italy and it defeated at Novara, IBIS— Maximilian wins the battle 
of the Npurs at Ouinegastc~The Mmpmtr, Marguerite, and the 
ArcMuke Charles meet Henry VUI and Wotsey at Tournay— Peace 
concluded with France— Louis XII marries Mary of England, 
sister of Henry VIII— Death of Louis XII— Francois I invades 
Italy, 

rpHE Emperor Maximilian always took immense 
~L interest in all that concerned liia grand- 
children. They arc constantly mentioned in his 
letters to Marguerite, who watched over them with a 
mother’s care ; every little incident in their daily life 
is mentioned, every childish illness, and above all, 
that which concerns their religious training. He enters 
into minute details with regard to their first com- 
munion, and is most careful as to their attendants. 
No change can ever be made in the household without 
consulting him, and as they grow older, the subject 
of marriage negotiations for them is rarely out of his 
mind. 

Already seven or eight treaties had been signed 
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in respect of a suitable alliance for the young Prince 
Charles ; he was barely eighteen months old when 
Claude of France, the infant daughter of lamia XII, 
was betrothed to him, and this engagement was 
renewed in 1502, 1504, and 1505 ; then in J uly 1508 
Mary of England, daughter of Henry VII, takes the 
place of the French Princess, and in 1509 site sends 
him a ring. There wen* several other princesses sug- 
gested, but in the end Charles was destined to make 
his own choice of a wife. As for his sisters, we have 
frequent allusions to Marguerite's anxiety about their 
future, and it is a serious subject of regret to her that 
them are so few princes available. However, she 
succeeded in making marriage arrangements for all her 
nieces a few years later, and we have an interesting 
account of a meeting with Maximilian to discuss one 
suggested alliance. 

lie writes to request that his daughter shall bring 
the young princesses to Brussels with their suites 
and char ttite and a guard of men-at-arms ; litters are 
to be sent for the journey and apartments in his 
palace will be. prepared for them. He also sends 
venison : “ le sommier d’un cerf que jay pris, pour 
les festoyer.” Finally a letter arrives from the Castle 
of La Vueren announcing that be will arrive at one 
o’clock to have time for a long talk with his daughter, 
and the supper, where they will all meet, is to be at 
five o’clock. 

There was much to discuss, for Marguerite was 
always entrusted to further the negotiations with 
Henry VIII, and now she has to win over the English 
ambassadors and obtain the money promised towards 
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the war. There was the question as to sending to 
Milan young Massimiliano Sforza, the eldest son of 
the unfortunate Lodovico, who had been in the oare 
of Marguerite since the death of the Empress Bianca. 
She strongly advised the Emperor to support the 
lad's claim to the Duchy of Milan, thus proving that 
he did not wish to keep it for himself. But the most 
important question to decide was the proposed mar- 
riage of “ Madame Marie," the third granddaughter, 
aged nine, with Louis, the son of Wladislav YII 
King of Hungary. Unlike so many other schemes 
of Maximilian, this wedding actually took place in 
1521, with most important results. 

Unfortunately, the Regent has nothing but bad 
news to report about the war with Gueldcrs. The 
city of Woudrichem at the mouth of the Meuse, 
belonging to her friend the Countess of Hornes, has 
been taken by the indomitable Charles, and only 
recovered with great difficulty, for, as Henri de 
Nassau writes : “ the nights are so dark and our men 
are so often tipsy that I fear they will be no good. . . 
The towns of Tiel and Wissen are taken by the men 
of Guelders, and Marguerite bitterly laments the 
desolation of the hapless peasants, pillaged alike by 
friend and foe, more especially in the fiat country of 
Brabant. 

The following year, 1518, begins more hopefully 
with a league between the Emperor and the Pope, 
both offensive and defensive. Maximilian is to 
adhere to the Lateran Council and refuse to recognise 
the schismatic Council of Pisa. The Pope, in return, 
is to place the interdict of the Church on Venioe, and 
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if needful on Charles of Guelders and his lands. But 
fortunately for his reputation Julius II did not live to 
carry out the scheme. The great fighting Pope, who 
had loved nothing better than to change his tiara for 
a helmet, and his sceptre for a sword, brought his 
warlike career to an end in February, and was suc- 
ceeded by Leo X, the art- and pleasure-loving Medici 
Cardinal. 

The new Pope found himself in a difficult position, 
and was ready to form an alliance, in March, with 
the Emperor, Spain, and England, to drive the 
French out of Italy and divide their conquests. The 
Swiss had been employed to such purpose in the 
rescue of Milan that they were practically masters 
of the city, and the young Duke, Massimiliano Sforza, 
only ruled by their will. Maximilian had been at 
length convinced by his daughter of the importance 
of alliance with Henry VIII, and by her diplomacy, 
a treaty was concluded on April 5, 1513, between 
himself, Spain, and England, from which last he was 
to receive 100,000 golden crowns, while the marriage 
of his grandson Charles with Mary of England was to 
complete the compact. 

Meantime Louis XII had lost Navarre, but nothing 
daunted, he once more crossed the Alps, and the 
Venetian forces advanced to his support. A French 
fleet soon held Genoa, and the invader was so success- 
ful that before the end of May, only Novara and Como 
were left to the Duke of Milan. But early in June 
the French army attacked Novara which was held 
by the Swiss, and a decisive battle followed in which 
the foot-soldiers of the cantons, without any help 
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of cavalry or artillery, won the day by their desperate 
spirit and courage. Once more the French were 
driven hack across the mountain frontier of the 
Mont Cenis, leaving all their baggage behind, and the 
Venetians met with a severe defeat from the imperial 
troops. Thus was Milan again lost and won. 

Before the end of June, Louis XII had to faoe 
another foe, for the English army landed at Calais, 
under the command of the King himself. He had 
not followed the advice given him by the. Emperor, 
who had sent, t hrough his daughter, a complete plan 
of invasion. Henry was to land at Crotoy, a few 
leagues from Boulogne. 

" And our good brother is to know that the tide 
there is three hours low, and the other nine hours 
high . . . and that the sand is so clinging that for 
big horses and men-at-arms it will be necessary to 
have a bridge which may be used in any state of 
tins tide. It is true that I have not tried it myself, 
but for thirty years I have wished to do so. . . . Our 
father-in-law, the. Duke [Charles of Burgundy], came 
once by the mouth of the river Somme and thought 
to take Amiens by assault, but his enterprise failed 
by one bridge, for it was not a good one and be lost 
many brave men, but he went off into Normandy and 
ravaged all the country. ... I would advise my good 
brother to make his way to Saint Quentin and take 
that city, so as to have provisions for his army in all 
the country around. . . . And I will be there in 
person with a good company of men-at-arms. . . . " 

Maximilian left Namur on July 22, passes! through 
Grammont, Oudenarde, and Aire, then moved the 
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camp to Guineggsto to prevent the French from 
sending provisions to the besieged town of Th&rnuanne, 
before which Henry w m encamped with his army. It 
seems strange to know that the Emperor was practi- 
cally acting as a condottiere to England, receiving pay 
of a hundred crowns a day, and personally at the 
head of the campaign. On August Hi, he was success- 
ful in a spirited engagement, muting the French 
troops who were taking help to the beleaguered city ; 
the Duo ile Longueville and the Chevalier Bayard 
were amongst the prisoners, and the French are 
always indignant at this bring called the ** Battle of 
Spurs," for they maintain that fin* small company 
engaged were not sent to fight, but were ordered to 
retreat in case of attack. But the result of tins success 
was the surrender of Thermmnne on August 28, when 
the fortifications were destroyed and the city was act 
on fire. 

The next place besieged was Tottrmty, and on hi* 
way there, Henry VHl paid a visit to the Brinces* 
Marguerite at Lille, After t lie capitulation of Tmirnay, 
an important political meeting was held in this city, 
and the Emperor was very anxious that his daughter 
•hould be present to assist with the negotiations. 
When we consider the important position held by the 
Regent of the Netherlands, there is a curious little 
feminine touch in her hitter from Lille on September 
23, in which ahu says ; 

“lam willing to ride thither if it will be for your 
good service . . . but otherwise u w not seemly for 
a widow woman to go trotting about and to visit 
armies for pleasure. ...” 


MAXIMILIAN JOINS A LEAGUE 185 


It was indeed a noteworthy meeting of great sove- 
reigns. Marguerite brought with her Prince Charles, 
now a youth of thirteen who was already initiated 
into all the secrets of diplomacy, taking part in every 
council of war or peace, as training for the great 
position he would hold on his majority. Maximilian 
was there,, the doyen of the party at the age of fifty- 
four, a splendid figure in his weather-beaten armour ; 
while Henry VIII, thirty years younger, in gorgeous 
array, was accompanied by the astute Wolsey, who 
had just been made Bishop of Tournay by the Pope. 
A satisfactory agreement was signed between the 
King of England and the Regent : 

“ My good sister and cousin, I promise you, on the 
word of a king, never to treat or conclude peace with 
our common enemies, the French, without your seal 
and permission, on condition that you on your side 
do the same. . . . ” 

The marriage of Charles with Mary, the young sister 
of the King of England, is definitely settled for the 
following year. 

The immediate reason of this renewed contract was 
that Louis XII, depressed by his losses, was trying 
to arrange an alliance between Ferdinand, the younger 
brother of Charles, and his daughter Renee, who was 
promised the Duchy of Milan and other lands in Italy 
as her dowry. But Marguerite used her strongest 
persuasion with her father against such a plan, and 
wisely says : “ Monseigneur, there are great moun- 
tains between Spain and France, while between 
France and England there is the sea, but between our 
lands and France there is no barrier, and you know ; 
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the great ami inveterate hat ml which the French 
bear to our House.” Then she add* that with regard 
to making war against the Turks ami Infidels, it 
will he quite time to da so when there is peace in 
Christendom. 

Wherever the young King of England went he 
carried an atmosphere of festivity, and we are not 
surprised to hear that '* to please the Duly Margaret, 
he played the lute ami the cornet, dancing and jousting 
before her/’ But he was probably soon bored with 
these sedate Austrians, for lie left Tournay on 
October 13, and reached home before the end 
of the month, well satisfied with the result of hi# 
expedition. 

It is worthy of notice what very small result# 
followed the most pompous preparation# for war in 
thorns <iaya. To sweep over Europe and take one 
capital after another* aa we have seen in modern war* 
fare, waa quite beyond the military science of the six- 
teen tli century. A* a rule, armies fought only during 
the five summer month# and found it difficult enough 
then to procure provisions and mean* of transport. 
Neither the English, French, nor Spanish ever pene- 
trated many miles into France, and the French 
armies went no farther into Germany, the Netherlands, 
or Spain, Henry VIII might set forth with a great 
flourish of trumpets, but he knew that he could never 
conquer France with the means at his disposal, ami hi 
was always ready for peace in return for a money in- 
demnity, and a town or so thrown in. The last ©vent 
of the campaign had been the Treaty of Lille, October 
13, 11513, which bound Henry, Maximilian, and Ferdi* 
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nand to a combined invasion of France before the 
following June. 

Tbe King of Aragon was tbe first to break bis bond, 
with bis usual plausible and pious excuses, so on 
March 18, 1514, be renewed bis truce with France, 
and before long be won over tbe Emperor by bis crafty 
wiles, to listen to French proposals of peace, under 
tbe impression that Henry VIII would follow suit. 
Meantime tbe marriage arranged between Charles, 
who bad reached tbe appointed age of fourteen, and 
Mary of England, who was eighteen, was postponed 
from month to month, and it was even reported that 
tbe boy prince bad said, that be wanted a wife and 
not a mother. 

In tbe previous month of January, Anne de 
Bretagne, twice Queen of France, bad died suddenly 
at Blois. Louis XII was fifty-two years of age, worn 
out and decrepit, but several brides were proposed for 
him, and before be bad been two months a widower, 
tbe startling rumour spread in Rome that tbe King 
of France would seal a peace with England by choosing 
tbe rejected bride of Charles, tbe beautiful young sister 
of Henry. Negotiations followed for tbe alliance 
and tbe marriage, and a treaty for both was signed 
in August 1514, while Ferdinand and tbe Emperor 
were left out in tbe cold. Tbe friendship of England 
was far more valuable to France than that of any 
other country, and tbe crafty diplomacy of Wolsey 
in this matter far outdid tbe deceit and guile 
of Ferdinand. While tbe King of Spain and Maxi- 
milian enjoyed tbe pleasures of tbe chase, their priestly 
opponent would often work for twelve hours together 
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at his State diplomacy, and he won the day, receiving 
as his reward the most lucrative posts and the highest 
honours of the Church. 

Louis XII was married in October to his unwilling 
bride, and if it be true that the gaieties and festivities 
which followed were the cause of the King’s death, 
on the first day of the new year 1515, it was a case 
of poetic justice. She had only agreed to marry “ the 
very old and sickly ” prince, on condition that she 
might be allowed to choose her second husband 
herself — as she did in the person of the magnificent 
Duke of Suffolk. 

The new King, Eran§ois I, brilliant, ambitious, and 
warlike 1 — but who could not hide under a mask of 
chivalry the most debased moral character — was 
filled with the wildest ideas of conquest in Italy, that 
mirage which had such a fatal attraction for Trench 
kings. He lost no time in renewing the treaties 
with Henry VIII and the Venetians, while the young 
Prince Charles of Austria, who had attained his legal 
majority, was persuaded by his tutor Guillaume de 
Croy, Seigneur de Chi&vres, to make terms with 
France. Charles agreed to marry Ren6e of France, 
and promised not to send help to his grandfather 
Ferdinand until Navarre was restored to Jean 
d’Albret. Feeling himself now safe from attack, 
Francis set forth with a splendid army of 60,000 men 
across the Col d’Argenti&re, thus avoiding the passes 
guarded by the Swiss. He was full of enthusiasm 
and eager to win glory on the plains of Italy, where his 
predecessors had fought with such varied success, 
1 Aged twenty-one. 
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In the pride of his heart, the young King felt assured 
of a triumphant campaign. Had it not begun with 
a good omen, in the gallant raid which La Paliase and 
the Chevalier Bayard had already made upon Prospero 
Colonna, at Vi lief rancho.? 

They had crossed the mountains by the Col de Cabre, 
where cavalry had never crossed before, and de- 
scended suddenly into the plain of Piedmont, crossed 
the Po at a ford where they had to swim their horses, 
and were told at the Castle of Carmignolo that Colonna 
and his company had gone on to dine at the little town 
of Villefranche. Bayard and his friends followed 
in haste and took the whole party by surprise. The 
Italian camp contained many valuable horses, splen- 
did equipments, gold and silver plate, and a large sum 
of money, so the spoils of war proved of great value, 
though, as usual, the chivalrio Bayard refused his 
share, which was divided amongst his followers. 


CHAPTER XVI 

fksnch mmmm , mom hafhihjro alliances 

1515 
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0 / 4if gfnt^ilaMfUrrf, 

W HEN tilt! news reached Italy of till* approaching 
invasion of the French Kiri)?, no time with lust 
before the extent «f the thinker was realised. Pope 
Leo X was the first to take the initiative, and a 
league of allien was hastily formed to oppose him, 
between the Emperor, Ferdinand, the Pope, and 
Milan, in September 1515, after several minor 
engagements, the French army eneamjied to t he sunt li- 
mit of Milan, near Mnrignano, the jmmtion being 
strengthened by canal* for irrigation, Maximilian 
thus tells the story of the battle which followed, in 
a letter to Ida daughter : 

u Very dear and much-beloved daughter,'— We 
have had news from the war . the Swiss left Milan 
to the number of about 20,000 men on hearing of the 
French approach, and about four o'clock in the 
afternoon the fighting began, mow by way of skirmish 
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than giving battle, for there were so many ditches 
that the French men-at-arms on horseback could not 
help the foot-soldiers, and fought so long that the 
night surprised them ... all that night the Swiss and 
French remained upon the field of battle doing nothing 
until the morrow, the 13th [of September] when 
they recommenced the said battle, which lasted three 
hours, after which combat there remained dead upon 
the field about three thousand Landsknechte and as 
many Swiss. . . . Amongst the Swiss there was division 
and mutiny so that they retreated to Milan and 
Como, and two days later they returned to their own 
country. . . .” 

We have many records of this eventful battle. It 
was on Thursday, September 13, that the Swiss set 
forth towards Marignano, where the French army 
was encamped in the plain, and strict guard was kept 
by the Constable de Bourbon, who was in command 
of the advance guard. He received tidings from one 
of his spies, that the Swiss had left Milan, and other 
messengers bringing news that there were clouds of 
dust in that direction, Francis I was warned, and 
put on his splendid suit of German armour. 

Meantime the Swiss advanced in silence without 
trumpets or drums ; they began hostilities about four 
in the afternoon, and the plan of their leader was to 
take possession of the enemy’s artillery, and turn it 
against them, as they had succeeded in doing at 
Novara. But when the guns were attacked the 
Constable, with quick presence of mind, instantly 
sent forward the Black Bands to the support of the 
Landsknechte who were in charge of the artillery, 
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and lit* tin'll thn*w tin' two wing* «f tin* urmy on the 
hank* of tin* Swim, himself charging at the head of 
one of them. The manOBuvre was quit*' successful, 
for the Black Bunds vied with the foreign mercenaries 
in their impetuous attack, eager to distinguish them- 
selves in the eye* of Bourbon. 

Soon the battle was engaged all down the line, and 
a terrible mWfe fallowed, The Chevalier Bayard 
distinguished himself a* usual by Ida gallant ad- 
venturer, and it was he who had the honour of knight- 
ing the young King on the field of battle. As night 
fell, the two armies lay down to sleep side by wide, 
overcome by utter weariness, in the growing dusk. 
During those terrible hours of darkness, Francois I 
took his rest for awhile on a gun carriage under the 
oare of an Italian trumpeter. The hostile troops 
were " within h stone’s throw of each other, and there 
was neither ditch nor hedge between them. Thus 
they remained all night without moving, and those 
who were mounted sat on their horses. , . ." 

At the first break of dawn the battle started again, 
and was continued with the utmost nourage and 
obstinacy on both sides. The French were beginning 
to yield, when tho arrival of the Venetians under 
Alviano, turned the tide in their favour. At the 
same time, Trivubdo threw the Swiss ranks into 
confusion by flooding the meadows in which they 
fought. Sixteen thousand bravo men were left upon 
the fatal field, and victory remained with France, 
although there was scarcely a noble family that had 
not to lament the loss of father or son. The van- 
quished Swiss retreated to Milan in broken, straggling 
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companies, far different from the gallant array in 
which they had set forth. 

They had returned to their own land when the 
French King and his army reached the city, which 
surrendered at once, although the young Duke 
MasaimiUano still defended the Gastello. This massive 
red-brick fortress was considered one of the strongest 
in Italy, and Bourbon was left behind to besiege it, 
with the help of Pedro Navarra, while the French 
King, after receiving the keys of Milan, went on to 
Padua. Well supplied with food and ammunition, the 
citadel might have held out for months, but Mas- 
similiano had now no hope of relief, and, after a siege 
of twenty days, he was induoed to surrender. A 
treaty was signed by which MasaimiUano gave up all 
claim to the Duchy and agreed to retire to France. 
There he was to receive an annual pension of 36,000 
crowns. The unfortunate young prince had no great 
courage or ambition, and is said to have exclaimed 
on leaving Milan : " Thank God that I am free from 
the brutality of the Swiss, the aggressions of the 
Emperor, and from Spanish perfidy." 

Thus ended the public career of the eldest son of 
Ludovico il Moro, the Swiss leader Schinner having 
already taken the younger brother, Francesco Sforza, 
off to Germany with him as his only chance of safety. 

Before his return home in December 1515, Francois 
I, with his chief nobles, mot Pope Leo X at Bologna, 
and, after much clever negotiation on each side, 
entered into an alliance with him, regardless of the 
fact that the Emperor, Spain, and England were 
preparing another League against the French, alarmed 
13 
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at their success. Charles de Bourbon was left as 
Governor of the State of Milan, and the King " gave 
him power over all things as if he were there in 
person.” The Constable immediately set himself 
to fortify the e.ity effectually, and above all to so 
arrange the internal government of Milan as to 
satisfy the inhabitants and ensure their loyalty. 

This great success laid the whole of northern Italy 
at the feet of the French King, He had been able to 
make his own terms ; and he was sure of the support 
of Pope Loo, as it was his lifelong policy to be on the 
victorious aide, while the Spanish and imperial forces 
were soon disbanded. Massimiliano Sfomi gave him 
no further anxiety, as he lived in peaceful retirement 
in France till 1530. 

Maximilian did not feel this defeat so much as he 
might have done, had not his eager, restless mind been 
full of triumph in the success of a scheme very dear 
to him. Earlier in this year, 1515, he had received 
at Vienna the brother Kings of Hungary and Poland, 
and set the seal to the negotiations of long years. By 
the Treaty of Vienna, signed July 22, his grand- 
daughter Marie was betrothed to Louis, the heir of 
Hungary, whoso sister Anne was placed in charge of 
the Emperor until her marriage with his grandson, the 
young Archduke Ferdinand, could be carried out. 
He thus made sure of these kingdoms for the House 
of H&psburg, and carried out the original treaty of 
1463, between King Matthias of Hungary and the 
Emperor Frederick HI. Maximilian had thus won 
a most important move in the game of diplomacy, 
and could afford to forget a more distant loss in Italy. 
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He was an inveterate matchmaker, and had 
already married by proxy his granddaughter Isabelle 
to Christian II, King of Denmark, with a large dowry. 
In August of this year, 1510, Archbishop Brio Valken- 
dorf was sent with a fleet to the Netherlands, to fetch 
the gentle young princess of fourteen to her sad and 
disastrous fate. Her friends can hardly have been 
aware of the character of Christian II, for the Em- 
peror writes a little later, that he is “ a handsome and 
virtuous person of noble condition " who will make 
his wife very happy in all dignity and honour. But 
we shall find a very different fate awaiting the un- 
fortunate princess, who had been so tenderly nurtured 
by her aunt Marguerite. 

Maximilian had been anxiously awaiting a suitable 
match for his eldest granddaughter Eleonora, and 
now ho writes to his daughter that the Queen of 
Poland is dead, and Sigismund, the widowed King, 
has been thinking of “ Madame L6onore." He would 
like to know the young girl's opinion on the aubjeot, 
and there is a charming autograph letter of Mar- 
guerite’s in reply. The amassing thing is that a 
young princess should have been consulted in any 
way about the marriage thought suitable for her. 
However, fate had quite different plans for " Madame 
IAonore,” which would have astonished no one more 
than the Emperor himself. 

As we shall not have occasion to allude much in 
the future to the four young granddaughters of 
Maximilian, in whom he took so deep an interest, 
it may be well to tell their story at this point. With 
regard to the two grandsons, the history of Charles V, 
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the eldest, is almost the history of Europe until the 
eventful hour when he resigned his great possessions 
to his son Philip and his brother Ferdinand. 
Weary of the burden of Empire, he retinal to end 
his days in the Monastery of St. Just. As for Ferdi- 
nand, in 1522, when he mar rial Anne of Hungary, he 
had received from his brother the investiture of the 
five Austrian duchies of Austria, Carinthia, Oarniola, 
Styria, and Tyrol. Later on, to these were added 
all the imperial possessions in Germany. 

Of the four princesses of Austria, Eleonora, the 
eldest, was married to Emanuel the Fortunate, King 
of Portugal, in 1519. Ifer only son, Don Carlos, died 
in infancy, and she hud a daughter, Delia Maria. 
On her husbands death, in 1523, she lived with her 
brother Charles V until, after long diplomatic arrange- 
ments, she was at last married to Francois I, King of 
France, an unwilling bridegroom, after his imprison- 
ment in Spain, and the Ladies’ Peace at Cambray in 
1529. On her second widowhood, Eleonora returned 
to Spain, and with her sister Marie, followed the 
Emperor Charles with hiving devotion, to be near 
him in his last refuge, and did not long survive him. 

We have already alluded to the marriage arranged 
for the second sister Isabelle, with Christian II, 
King of Denmark. This young princess appears to 
have had a very unhappy life. Her husband was not 
faithful to her, and he was notorious for his cruelty 
on the occasion of the massacre which followed hi» 
coronation as King of Sweden. Yet his Danish 
subject® found him a wise ruler ; he reformed the 
government, and tried to make Copenhagen the 
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centre of the Baltic trade, in opposition to the Hansa 
League. He was also very strict against piracy, and 
put an end to the old “ wrecking rights.” When the 
Bishop of Jutland made complaint of this, arguing 
that the Bible said nothing against wrecking, the 
King replied : “ Let the Lord Prelate go back and 
study the eighth commandment.” He evidently had 
other advanced ideas, for he abolished the penalty of 
death for witches ; he also took an interest in Re- 
form, and asked his uncle Frederick, the Elector of 
Saxony, to send a theologian of the school of Luther, 
to preach the new doctrine. Unfortunately when 
the preacher, Martin Reinhard, arrived, he knew no 
Danish. 

After this, Christian was in bad repute at Rome, 
and when his enemies combined against him with 
success, he lost heart, and set sail for Flanders with 
his wife and children. Isabelle bore her troubles 
with heroic patience, but she died of a broken heart 
at Ghent in January 1526, at the age of twenty-five, 
leaving the care of her three children to her aunt 
Marguerite, whom she always looked upon as a mother. 
One of her daughters was the charming Christina, 
painted by Holbein. 

The next sister, Marie, was betrothed to Louis of 
Hungary in 1514, but her actual marriage did not 
take place until seven years later, when Lotus had 
been King of Hungary for several years, succeeding 
on the death of his father, Wladislav VII. After 
five years of happy married life, the young King 
had the desperate task of defending his kingdom 
from the overwhelming force of the invading Turks. 
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The decisive battle was fought on the plain of Mohdcs 
on August 29, 1526, and the Hungarian army, under 
the gallant but inexperienced prince, met with utter 
defeat; 20,000 men were slain on the fatal field 
and Louis lost his crown and his life. 

The widowed Queen Marie was chosen by her 
brother Charles V to be Regent of the Netherlands 
after the death of their beloved aunt Marguerite, 
and she performed her difficult task with success. 

There is an interesting allusion to her in Roger 
Ascham’s diary, many years later : 

“ At this town [Tongres] we met the Queen of 
Hungary posting from Austria to Flanders, having 
about thirty in her company, for she had outridden 
the rest ; accomplishing that journey in thirteen 
days when a man can scarcely do it in seventeen. 
She is a Virago, and is never so well as when she is 
flinging on horseback, and hunting all the night long.” 

She was capable of deep affection, as well as being 
robust in her pursuits, for we know how she devoted 
herself to her brother in his last days. 

The youngest granddaughter of Maximilian, little 
Catalina, was born after her father's death and re- 
mained in the care of her unfortunate mother Juana 
during all the years of her childhood. Her brother 
Charles was very kind to her when he came to Spain, 
and did his best to alleviate her sad position, until 
at length, in 1524, he arranged a marriage for her 
with Joam III, the young successor to Emanuel 
Bang of Portugal. She seems, like her sisters, to have 
had many troubles. Of her nine children, all the 
sons died in early life, except Don Joam, the youngest, 
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whose son, born just after his father’s death, succeeded 
to his grandfather’s throne, and Catalina reigned as 
Queen Regent for five years, until she was driven 
away by the intrigues of her brother-in-law, Cardinal 
Henry, and in 15G2 retired to Spain to end her days. 

It is but a sad story that we have to tell of the four 
princesses of the House of Austria, so tenderly brought 
up, and so dearly loved by the Emperor Maximilian 
and his daughter Marguerite. 
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T UB year 1515 was crowded with events of great 
importation for the House of Hapsburg, for 
Maximilian was reaping thn la tor fruits of his success- 
ful matrimonial diplomacy. By thn death of Ferdi- 
naitd the Catholic of Spain, on January 22, 1516, 
his grandson, the Archduke Charles, came into 
inheritance of Aragon, thn Two Sicilies, Naples, and 
Navarre, besides the vast, mysterious Now World 
discovered by Columbus, The young prince had 
already become King of Castile on the death of Queen 
babel in 1504, as by her will she left it to her grand- 
son, with King Ferdinand as Regent, pawing over 
Rhillppo as an alien and Juana her daughter m in- 
capable) of governing. 

The youth of sixteen had the previous year been 
declared ** of ago " to rule over his inherited provinces 
of the Netherlands, Burgundy, and the rest of those 
wide dominions which had passed down to him from 
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Charles the Bold of Burgundy. He had also been 
honoured by the Pope, Leo X, with the Golden Rose. 
Trained with the utmost euro for this high position, 
he had been taught at seven years of age how to sign 
State documents, at eight to write diplomatic letters 
to the Pope, while at the same age, by express com- 
mand of his grandfather Maximilian, he was taken 
in state to be present at the discussions concerning 
the League of Cambray, while he was always present 
at the Councils held by his aunt, the Princess 
Marguerite. It is possible that Charles may have 
inherited from his Spanish grandfather his cold im- 
paasivenosw, his serious caution and reserve, and 
he certainly reaped the benefit of Ferdinand's strong 
and capable internal government of Aragon, as well 
as of his wily and perfidious diplomacy with foreign 
princes. The King of Aragon had indeed obtained 
all his desires, but in the hour of his success he had 
been a miserable man, hated and distrusted by all the 
world. 

He had sold his soul for the aggrandisement of 
his realm, 41 plotted, cheated, lied for it," and now his 
beloved ancestral dominions would only go to swell 
the immense empire of that Flemish grandson whom 
he almost hated. Perhaps only in one matter had he 
been more sincere than tbeothersovereignsof Christen- 
dom— who might indulge in vain talk about fighting 
the Infidels — while the Spanish King was in earnest 
and had experience on the subject, for both Castile 
and Aragon had lived for seven hundred years in a 
chronic crusade. 

On the death of Ferdinand, Adrian of Utreoht had 



202 MAXIMILIAN THE DREAMER 


been at once commissioned to act in Spain on behalf 
of Charles, his former pupil, but the great Cardinal 
Ximenes was already in possession of the supreme 
authority by the late Bang’s will, and would brook 
no rival. In May 1516, he proclaimed Charles Bang 
of Spain, jointly with his mother Juana (to whom 
her father left the crown). The Cardinal also dealt 
wisely and kindly with Charles’s younger brother 
Ferdinand, who had been the favourite of his Spanish 
grandfather. 

Meantime we must return to Maximilian, who in 
the spring of this year had already joined in another 
League against France. The Swiss Cantons were 
divided in opinion ; eight of them were for peace, but 
five were eager to continue the struggle. With the 
help of these and a strong German force, the Emperor 
once more invaded Italy and threatened the French 
possession of Milan. Before the end of March, the 
situation appeared so desperate that the Constable 
of Bourbon was pressed by the other French generals 
to surrender, but he declared that he would save 
Milan or be buried in its ruins. He secured great 
stores of provisions, ordered the destruction of the 
suburbs, and the walls were strongly manned with 
rows of foot-soldiers, crossbowmen behind, and all 
protected with heavy artillery. He was himself on 
the watch night and day, with his captains, for fear of 
treachery, and no meetings were allowed in the city 
between sunset and sunrise. 

The army of Maximilian had advanced without 
opposition to the very environs of Milan, when 
news was brought to Bourbon that 60,000 men, 
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with strong artillery, were cm the* point of an attack. 
This was cm the Thursday before* Easter, and the 
Emperor had expected to surprise and bombard the 
city before the alarm was given. When he found that 
this was no longer possible, and saw how well prepared 
was tin' defence, he gave way to Ids usual eaution 
and hesitation, for lie was not prepared in any way 
for a long siege. Bourbon had already caused the 
neighbouring country to be laid waste, and Maximi- 
lian saw no means of obtaining provisions for his 
mixed host. He was also in want of money, and his 
mercenaries were demanding their pay. His oap- 
tains appear to have been in favour of such an attack 
as would bring u decisive action, but it is quite 
possible that, considering the splendid preparations 
of the French commander, he was wise in refusing to 
risk this. 

There seems to be no doubt that the Swiss who 
fought on the side of France sent word to their 
fellow-countrymen outside the walls, calling upon 
them to betray their leader, but the men under 
Maximilian indignantly refused. However, a sus- 
picious letter was purposely allowed to fall into the 
hands of the Emperor, who could not help remember- 
ing how the unfortunate Duke Lodovioo Sforza had 
been sokl to the French by his Swiss mercenaries. 
We are told that these doubts were strengthened by 
a dream of the night, in which the Hoad of the House 
of Hftpsburg beheld his ancestors Leopold of Austria 
and Charles of Burgundy, grim spectres from their 
fatal fields of battle, who warm'd him of coming 
danger from the treachery of his hereditary foes. 
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However thin may have been, t here in no doubt that 
Indore daybreak on the Friday morning, he left the 
camp with a few attendant*, who jnmnildy thought he 
was going hunting, crossed the river Adda, a ml rode 
off toward# Trent, 

lie appears to have given some hint of his intention 
to the Cardinal of Sion, who had been influential in 
bringing the Swiss, and to Fare, the English Com- 
missioner, and they used every argument in their 
power to dissuade him ; he was even told that 
** henceforth no man m tlermany would esteem him 
the worth of a groat.” Whatever may have been 
Maximilian's reason for retreat, we may be quite sure 
that it was no ease of personal fear, lie was never 
afraid of anything ; he would spring from his horse in 
the midst of a fierce nnUfie, to save a friend, or lend a 
handful of his men against a mass of great pikes and 
spears* or flash forward alone to wrestle with a savage 
wild hoar. 

But in any case, the result was disastrous. Ilia 
army, left without a lender, forsook the siege, and 
turned back across the Adda, pillaging Lodi, leaving 
behind devastation and destruction until it finally 
disbanded, the Swiss returning home and leaving 
to tho French ntui Italians all the cities gained by the 
Emperor in eastern Lombardy. From this time 
h# •oaroely took any further part in the affairs of 
Italy. England entered into alliance with the Swiss 
to retak© Milan, anil Charles, now King of Spain m 
well in the heritage of t he Netherlands and Burgundy, 
rtmtt to a far more prominent position than hi* grand- 
father the Emperor, 
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Without consulting Maximilian, the young King 
Charles concluded with the French King, the Peace 
of Noyon in August 1516, by which he promised to 
marry the infant daughter of Francois I, and dispose 
of Naples by way of this marriage. In November 
the whole Swiss League concluded a permanent peace 
with the French, and at last in December, the Emperor 
came to terms at Brussels, and so brought his nine 
years’ war with Venice to a most unsatisfactory end 
as far as he was concerned. 

He wrote a characteristic letter to his daughter 
Marguerite, in which he says that he fears no good will 
come of it, and that there is no use in trusting a people 
like the French, who have always been full of abuses, 
dissimulations, and lies, for the last hundred years, 
and who will continue the same career for another 
hundred years. He continues by explaining at 
length that, although these hereditary and natural 
enemies have been so much to blame, yet he has a 
most fervent zeal and desire for universal peace, which 
will enable him to carry out the desire of his heart 
and set forth to war against the Infidels. At the 
end of his letter, he alludes to a subject in which he 
is ever greatly interested, the painting of a “ porte 
d’honneur,” in which he hopes that Marguerite will 
help him with her advice, “ that it may be carried 
out in beautiful form so that to all Eternity it may 
remain for our and your perpetual glory." 

We see how neither failure nor disappointment 
can long depress his hopeful spirit, nor turn away 
his interest from his ruling passion, the glory and 
fame of his race. It is quite pathetic to remember 
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that Ids greatest success in this ardent pursuit, had 
really dethroned him in a measure from his own 
high estate, to raise his young grandson to a 
splendid and almost undreamed-of height. Ht ill ho 
cannot realise the extent to which his own power 
is waning, as we find in another letter written about 
this time. 

** Autograph letter front Maximilian to Marguerite, 
in which he wends advice to the young King Charles. 

“ My gtsod daughter, thinking night ami day about 
the affairs of my heirs, l have decided, chiefly for the 
good and honour of my son King Charles, to write to 
my deputies who are with him certain things concern- 
ing their good and that of their subjects. Knowing 
that you will he required by my mid son to accomplish 
an honourable charge, we desire anti we require that 
you should accomplish it ; in so doing you will carry 
on a thing very agreeable and honourable to yourself, 
as you will more dearly understand from our deputies, 
Messieurs Andris de Burgo and Nyc&sy. And to God 
I recommend you. . . . 

'* Written on March 2 by the hand of your good 
and loyal father, Maxi.” 

No doubt this letter was written with regard to Ida 
strong wish that Ida daughter should continue to be 
Regent of the Netherlands* now that Charles had 
attained Ms majority, and would be much away in Ida 
kingdom of Spain, When mtm time later this watf 
ultimately carried out, Marguerite found it more 
difficult to carry on her government under the rule 
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of her nephew Charles and his advisers, than under 
the more genial supervision of her father. 

The Emperor still continued to seek her help in 
various matters, such as the appointment of old 
friends to various offices, or pensions if they were past 
work ; showing constant testimony to his kind heart. 
He had also always found his daughter’s intervention 
of great use with regard to the King of England, and 
she is now asked to urgently remind Henry VIII that 
he has not yet paid a certain sum of 10,000 gold 
florins, which had been promised some time before. 

In the spring of 1517, another diplomatic agreement 
waB made between Maximilian, his son Charles, and 
Fran§ois I of France, in which there were secret articles 
concerning two new fiefs of the Empire. The Em- 
peror was to use his authority to create a kingdom of 
Lombardy for the Bang of France, and at the same 
time a kingdom of Italy, composed of Venice, Tuscany, 
and other States of Central Italy, to be bestowed upon 
his younger grandson Ferdinand . It is very doubtful, 
however, whether any of the princes concerned really 
expected to succeed in carrying out this preposterous 
arrangement. In any case, it came to nothing, for 
the influence of Maximilian was now a negligible 
power in the affairs of Europe, and it was not until 
five years later, that his grandson Charles, as Em- 
peror and King of Spain, had the upper hand in the 
relentless strife between the Houses of Hapsburg 
and Valois. 

Maximilian had failed in Italy, but his diplomacy 
was successful in securing the rule of his descendants 
in the east and west, until their lands extended from 
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the North Sea to the Car pat hi mi Mountains, in almost 
unbroken line. Tins wax effected by the marriage of 
Ferdinand to Anne of Hungary, for after the tragic 
death of her brother lamia at the fatal battle of Mo- 
hies, in 1526, the crowns of Hungary and Bohemia 
were ultimately secured by Maxirni ban's grandma, 
after a civil war and much diplomacy. 

Meantime we must return to Marguerite, Duchess 
of Savoy, and her position on the coming of age of 
the young King Charter, She had ruled the Nether- 
lands for eight years with full authority and great 
success, but aim now found that the government was 
practically taken from her. Wi Ilian do Croy, Lord 
of Chiivres, who had always opp«med her plana with 
scant deference, was now the trusted counsellor of 
her nephew and endeavoured to exclude her entirely 
front his confidence. It was a great blow to find her- 
self left out from the Council of State, while she wax 
not oven consulted about her father's letters. Some 
enemy even dared to suggest that elm had made 
personal money profit from her position of Regent, 
and this wm an attack which elm could not possibly 
ignore. She lost no time before drawing up a full and 
complete account of her government with details of 
all her receipts amt payment!*, showing what a large 
proportion of the expenses had boon paid from her 
own private income. Am she nays in her pathetic 
letter to her nephew from Brussels : 

** Monseigneur, as I clearly perceive that by diver* 
means they try to make you auspicious of me, your 
humble aunt, after I have so long endured in patience, 
and they wish to withdraw me from your good grace 
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and countenance, which would indeed he a poor 
recompense for the services which I have rendered 
you aforetime ; I am now constrained to excuse 
myself. ...” 

The memorial which she presents is deeply interest- 
ing, as Marguerite relates the whole story of her 
government, touching upon the troubles and anxieties 
which she has gladly endured in order that the pos- 
sessions and the subjects of her dear nephew might 
suffer no loss. Once again we hoar of the long strife 
with the Duke of Guelders, ” who broke all treaties 
and feared neither God nor man.” Her own private 
fortune and her rich dowries were all spent in the 
service of her nephew, and she points out how she 
never coastal to labour for peace, and never desired 
war, as her accusers falsely said. Then she con- 
tinues : 

“ Monseigneur, I have served you well and loyally 
during your minority, not sparing my person or my 
goods. ...” She ends with a very full and minute 
account of the money received at various times from 
the States of Flanders ; a most curious and valuable 
financial statement, giving a full insight into the 
pecuniary arrangements of the time. It is most 
interesting to find on the back of the original docu- 
ment, a note in which Charles himself acknowledges 
that ” Madame is held fully justified ...” with the 
names of his Councillors present, thus making all 
honourable amends as far as possible. 

The Emperor wrote a most dignified and impressive 
letter to his grandson, in which he clearly pointed out 
all that Marguerite had done on his behalf, her great 
14 
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love and loyalty, and in the strongest language ad- 
vising him to rely upon her in all things, for he was 
indeed '* her heart, her hope, ami her heir.’* He then 
speaks of her as one ** who, hy true blood kinship and 
by nature, loves our good and honour and yours— 
we three together, who are united together as one, 
bound in the same desire and nflertion. , . . ” This 
letter, which takes so high and noble a tone of dignified 
affection and mutual trust, appears to have had the 
desired e fleet, for when the young Prince Charles made 
a triumphal progress through the Netherlands, the 
Lady Marguerite accompanied him, shared in all 
his honours and was welcomed with enthusiasm by 
the people. Prom one city to another they travelled 
to make those "entries joy ruses ** in which the 
burghers vied with each other in the magnificence of 
their welcome. 

In the *' m&moire ” presented by Marguerite to her 
nephew Charles, we are very much struck with the 
wholesale way in which every one received presents. 
Only to mention a few of these is quite a revelation. 
Thus : 

“ The Due do Juliets receives a great silver-gilt 
cup weighing sixteen marks, which had been given 
to the Princess by the City of Antwerp. 

** To the (kunpt roller of Calais, who came on an 
embassy from the King of England, she gives half 
a dosen mips, two jugs, and two flagons, all of silver, 
weighing together fifty-five marks. 

" To the English ambassadors who had come to 
treat about the marriage between her and the late 
King Henry VII, and who were afterwards sent 
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to take part in the Peace of Cambray, she gives : To 
the Count of Surrey a golden goblet which Madame 
had i nduily use, weighi ng threelmndred golden crowns. 
Richard Wingfield, a second ambassador, receives 
twenty yards of velvet, twenty yards of satin, and 
twenty yards of damask ; to the third ambassador, 
twenty yards of velvet and twenty yards of damask ; 
and to their herald, twenty yards of damask. 

“ To Cardinal d’Amhoise, Legate at the Treaty of 
Cambray (by advice of the Council), a magnificent 
golden cup inlaid 'with wonderful and priceless gems, 
valued at more than 4,000 golden florins. In fact, 
the Legate thought it; too splendid for a subject to 
keep, and felt lie. ought to present it to King Louis XII. 

" To t he Bishop of Paris a splendid and unique 
* Livre dTIeures/ the cover inlaid with gold, diamonds, 
pearls, and rubies, valued at more than 400 golden 
crowns.'* 

Ami so the enumeration continues, until we feel 
that the poor lady had sacrificed most of the treasures 
which she had received as wedding presents, and we 
realise that there was no limit to her generosity and 
devotion to the cause of her beloved nephew. 


CHAPTER XVIII 


CONCERNING THE REFORMATION IN GERMANY 

1517 
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W E have now reached a period in the reign 
of Maximilian which i* to u* of the highest 
interest and importance, hut of which he himself was 
unable, to realise the significance, I refer to the 
great religious movement of the Reformation, which 
began with a revolt against the doctrines of the 
Roman Church and against its abuses. It is into rent- 
ing to notice that at the beginning it was more a 
matter of religious feeling in Germany, than in 
England and other |>arta of Europe, where it waa 
first guided by political motives. The reason of this 
wan perhaps Hint the ground hat! been better pre- 
pared. in Northern Germany, where the humanistic 
movement of the Renaissance hud not been pagan 
and (Bathetic as in Italy, hut had made appeal to the 
higher religious emotions. At the mine time, the 

Si! 
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Teutonic spirit of independence had before now 
defied Papal condemnation, and thus the Roman 
Church inspired less awe to that hardy northern 
people during the Middle Ages, than elsewhere in 
Europe. 

We find a striking instance of this in 1455, when 
the three Spiritual Electors of Mainz, Trier, and 
Cologne united to complain of the Pope’s violation 
of the Concordat of Vienna, and, “ with other Bishops 
and Princes of the Empire, bound themselves to 
resist the tithe demanded by Pope Oalixtus III, and 
to send his pardoners back across the Alps with 
empty purses." But the Head of the Roman Church 
was then too strong to be thus defied ; he successfully 
asserted the supremacy of the Holy Bee, and crushed 
his foes by crafty policy. Now, sixty years later, the 
world had changed *, the great cry in the fifteenth 
century was for reformation of the Church by a 
General Council, and when the favourable occasion 
arose, the minds of men were prepared for rebellion. 

We are all familiar with the opening scenes of the 
German Reformation. Leo X wished to raise money 
for the rebuilding of St. Peter’s and other less plausible 
objects, and, in the usual way, he flaunted before the 
Christian world, Hie necessity for a Crusade against 
the Turks, We know how often this last call to 
arms had been sounded since Constantinople was 
taken, in 1453, by Mohammed II. Between 1514 and 
1517, the victories of Selim I in Asia Minor, Egypt, 
and Persia, had made Turkish power and ambition a 
standing menace to all Europe, while the insolent 
suooesa of the Corsair raids on the coasts of the 
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Mediterranean, had roused the passionate indignation 
of Spain and Italy. Leo X called upon all the 
sovereigns of Christendom to lay aside their personal 
feuds and jealousies, and to combine under the 
Standard of the Cross against the hereditary foe of 
their Holy Faith. 

In March 1517, the Lit era n Council wan summoned 
to meet and consider how heat the great endeavour 
could be carried out. It was decided to impose two 
taxes upon all the faithful sons of the Church. One 
wan to he raised by means of indulgences anil the 
money was to go towards restoring the sacred edifice 
of St, Peter's, where the very shrine which contained 
hia holy relics was exjmsed to ruin and decay. The 
other tax wan the fatuous Turkish tenth, which was 
to be supplemented by another set of indulgences. 
There appears to have been much discussion in the 
Sacred Council, for many of the Bishops there present 
hail serious doubts as to whether the money would 
be spent on the objects for which it was voted. There 
waa a suspicion that large sums of money had already 
been borrowed both from the King of France and 
the great hankers, the Fuggers, to 1 m* repaid from 
the funds raised by the Turkish tenth and the in- 
dulgences.* However, the mandates were issued 
both for the payment of the Turkish tenth on all 
the property of ecclesiastics throughout the world - 
which of course would be ultimately paid by the 
people— and also for the traffic in indulgences to an 
extent hitherto unheard of. Protests against this 
way of mining money had been long made by pbut 
1 Ttii§ wm ft wtd him by wriUto 
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churchmen throughout the world, who pointed out 
the injury it entailed on true religion and morality. 

It was therefore no entirely new thing when a 
certain Augustinian monk of Wittenberg, who had 
the care of a church in the city and was a professor 
in the. University, also made his protest. In the 
month of October, 1617, this Martin Luther, as a 
professor of theology, felt himself bound openly to 
proclaim his feeling on the subject from the pulpit, 
and the response of sympathy from his audience was 
immediate. He forwarded an urgent appeal to the 
Pope that these abuses might bo suppressed, and 
from that moment was looked upon as the champion 
of the German people against this open scandal. So 
far, neither Luther nor his followers intended any 
attack upon the doctrine of the Church, or had any 
definite thought of schism from the orthodox Faith, 
although his nailing the ninety-five theses to the door 
of the great, church of Wittenberg on October 31, 1617, 
has been looked upon as the first open declaration of 
the German Reformation. 

Born in 1483, Luther had been received into the 
University of Erfurt in 1601 ; after he became an 
Austin Friar and was ordained, he came under the 
notice of that broad-minded Elector of Saxony, 
Frederick the Wise, who remained his faithful friend 
until death. The future great Reformer paid his 
famous visit to Rome in 1610, at the impressionable 
age of twenty-seven, full of reverence and enthusiasm, 
and knelt before its shrines with all the devotion of 
a pilgrim. But we know the terrible reaction whioh 
followed when he discovered his ideal city of saints 
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and martyrs to bo another Babylon of all iniquity, 
in those darkest days under Pope Julius II. It was 
in a very different spirit from his eager arrival, full 
of fervour and piety, that he turned away from the 
Eternal City, and in after days he would exclaim ; 
“ I would not have missed my visit to Rome for a 
thousand florins, as I should always have feared that 
I had done the Pope an injustice," 

At the same time that Luther affixed his protest 
to the Church of Wittenberg, he also sent a copy to 
his txudesiastical superior, Albert of Brandenburg, 
Archbishop of Mainx and Archbishop of Magdeburg, 
a serious and thoughtful man, whose personal wishes 
would certainly have led him to compromise, although 
it was eh telly on account of his debt to the Pope, for 
the enormous expenses of his " pallium," that the 
sale of indulgences was introduced into Germany, 
This sale had been entrusted to the Dominicans, at 
the head of whom was a certain Tetxel, who entered 
into a public, disputation with Martin Luther con- 
cerning his theses, which in fact contained nothing 
that had not already been maintained by many 
Roman Catholics, although he denied the Pope’s claim 

to infallibility. 

«« 

While the whole of Germany was roused amt 
startled by them' theological discuMsiona—for through 
the printing press the famous theism had spread far 
and wide— Maximilian himself played no part in the 
religious movement, winch beseems to have felt was 
beyond his sphere. Yet the subject was congenial 
to one who took the keenest interest in all intellectual 
matters, and he had always been accustomed to 
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discuss theological problems with the most broad- 
minded freedom. Thus he was wont to consider the 
temporal dominion of the Pope aa an open question, 
and he often argued that the long fast of Lent should 
be divided or otherwise alleviated, as too close 
observance to rules of abstinence did not suit the 
inclement climate of Germany. He had already 
urged the authorities of the Roman Church to reform 
the Calendar, suggesting very much the same im- 
provement as was afterwards carried out by Gregory 
XIII. The Emperor Maximilian had also long con- 
sidered the necessity of reformation in the German 
Church, and a more far-reaohing and violent reform 
of the whole Catholic Church, root and branch. He 
had serious thoughts of joining Louis XII in the re- 
bellion which he attempted to start against Julius II. 

Earnest churchmen had done such things before ; 
in the Counoil of Constance, the largest gathering 
ever held for ecclesiastical purposes, one Pope had 
been deposed and another elected. At the time when 
Julius II was supposed to be dying, we can see the 
real reformer’s impulse in Maximilian’s apparently 
wild suggestion that he should like to combine the 
Empire anti the Papacy in his own person. This 
appears strongly in his letter to Marguerite of June 
11510; 

*' That cursed priest, the Pope, will not on any 
account suffer us to go in arras to Rome for our 
Imperial Crown, in company with the French, as he 
fear* to be called before a Council by both of us, for 
the great sins and abuses which he and his predecessors 
have committed and daily commit, and also some 
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Cardinals wlio fear reformation which they sorely 
need." 

The Emperor wan ho much in earnest about reform, 
that he once in 1510 asked a friend of his, Jacob 
Wimpheling, an orthodox theologian and zealous 
preacher in the Cathedral of Spires, to make, out a 
list of abuses which needed amendment. We might 
call the pious man’s reply quite as strong an indict- 
ment of corruption in the Homan Church as even a 
Luther could produce. These are some of the abused 
mentioned ; 

'* That the Popes violate the agreements of their 
predecessors by dispensations, revocations, and sus- 
pensions. 

" That the elections of German prelates and the 
Heads of Cathtdrnl Chapters are interfered with. 
Also that high offices in the German Church are 
granted to members of the Roman court before the 
incumbents are dead. 

" The scandal of * Annates,' a most heavy and 
unjust tax on each new incumbent of high office. 
The granting of pastorates to unworthy men. 

" The Indulgence trade carried on to obtain 
money. The Turkish Tenths raised for war against 
the Turks while ... no expedition ever sails against 
them." 

The statement of Wimpheling ends with something 
like » prophecy : 

" If such things continue with the drain of German 
gold to Rome, there is serious cause to fear that the 
common people, unable to bear this addition to their 
former grievous burdens, may follow the example of 
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the Bohemians in the. last century— -rise in arms and 
separate from Rome.” 

But with all his boldness, the good man was very 
discreet and did not advocate any strenuous action. 
He pointed out to the Emperor that the fear of the 
Pope's displeasure might prevent the three Electors, 
who were also princes of the Church, from supporting 
hint. If his anger were aroused, Julius II was capable 
of placing all Germany under au interdict, which 
would be unbearable for the people. Who could say 
whether the Pope might not even depose Maximilian 
from the imperial throne and set up another in his 
place, as Popes had done with Emperors before? 

With such prudent advice to guide him, in the end 
tin* Emperor did nothing. The political situation 
changed ; he became once more the Pope’s ally, and 
for the time reform was forgotten. In the spring of 
1518, when the Diet of the Empire opened at Augs- 
burg, Maximilian and the Papal Legate were quite 
prepared to work in harmony together. There was 
High Mass in the Cathedral, where the Archbishop of 
Mainz received a Cardinal’s hat, and, with splendid 
ceremonial, the Emperor was presented with a conse- 
crate! sword, while he was exhorted in the name of 
the Vicar of Christ to conquer Constantinople and 
Jerusalem, and bring the whole earth under the 
sway of the Empire and the Church. 

In order to carry out this magnificent scheme, it 
was impressed upon the Diet, both by the Emperor 
and the legate, that money must be found for the 
support of the crusaders. Every fifty householders 
were to supply, and provide arms for, one soldier, and 
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a tax of a tenth was to bo paid by all the clergy of 
Germany, and a tax of a twentieth by the laity. 
But the Reichstag was by no means prepared to 
tamely submit to these demands. They carried on 
their constant habit, since the middle of the fifteenth 
century, and refused to pass any vote of supplies to 
Maximilian without, first obtaining redress for their 
grievances. They also openly declared that in the 
existing state of popular discontent against the abuses 
of the Roman Church, any attempt to raise the 
° tenths ” ami other charges won hi not be endured 
by the ** common man." 

Still more outspoken was a certain anonymous 
pamphlet published at the time the Diet was sitting 
at Augsburg, and from this we ran judge of the feel- 
ings of the German people on the eve of the great 
Reformation. 

** If the fees sent to Rome for the induction of 
Bishops could be saved, we should have money 
enough for this Turkish war.’* " But do you wish 
to fight the Turk 1 You will find our real foe in 
Italy, not in Asia, Every Christian Prince can 
protect himself against the real Turk, but the whole 
Christian world has no defence against the other. 
Only with gold can you satisfy this hound of Hell ; 
you need no weapon. 

° In his own lands, the Pop is richer than any 
other sovereign in Europ, ami still we have to send 
mules laden with gold to Rome, changing gold for 
leaden seals {of Papal Bulls], and raising gallows to 
hang Christ. 0 

Then the writer is m overcome with Sere# wrath 
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that ha boldly accuses the Clerical Colleges of suoh 
unspeakable wickedness as cannot be quoted. One 
of the Bishops, in the name of his clergy, joined in 
this denunciation with a very full, long indictment of 
abuses, ending thus : 

“ The offices are filled with false shepherds, who 
seek to skin the sheep instead of feeding them. . . . 
Now, 0 Emperor and Reichstag, pray that the Pope, 
out of fatherly love and the watchfulness of a shep- 
herd, may put an end to these abuses, which would 
fill a whole volume.” 

We must remember that such complaints as these 
were not written by heretics, but by earnest and 
orthodox men who hated schism and fought against 
it all their lives. We see clearly how it was that 
Germany of the sixteenth century was ripe for the 
Reformation. Indeed there was no country of 
Christendom which had suffered so deeply from the 
abuses of the Roman Curia, as the lands which lie 
between the Rhine anil the Elbe. The unashamed 
bunting for benefices, the corrupt patronage, the 
multit ude of papal officials, of chaplaincies, of greedy 
accumulation of Church offices in the hands of one 
man, who may have troubled about none of them ; 
the consequent cruel drain of money from the people, 
under the name of religion and the service of God, 
to the utter destruction of all true piety. 

In the midst of all thin corruption around him, 
we can truly say that Maximilian was a deeply relig- 
ious man, full of steal and piety in his devotions, and 
honestly anxious to promote the good of his people 
in every way. But strange to say, he never met 
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Luther, anti gave no hml to bin protest against 
Indulgences, He was a dreamer who never outgrew 
the eager visions of his youth, and his mind never 
failed to seek in imaginary hopes and schemes the 
delight which the real wurlti had never given him. 
When Pope Leo, in 1517, wrote his specious appeal 
to all the Princes of Europe to join in another Crusade, 
perhaps Maximilian was the only one to take the 
matter in earnest. He sent an enthusiast ie answer, 
and expressed his readiness to set forth at once upon 
that visionary expedition which was destined never 
to »et anil. 

The Emperor was so full of the subject, that he 
applied himself to working out a military plan which 
would achieve the conquest of the Infidels in the 
course of three years, and he was so well satisfied 
with his design that he sent u copy of it to each 
of the sovereigns of Christendom. He proposal to 
begin with the conquest of Northern Africa, an 
expedition which he would head himself, and which 
would be mainly composed of German troops, for he 
never believed that any other body of men tumid be 
equal to those splendid Landskneehte which he hint- 
naif had formed and trained. Meanwhile Franyois l 
of France and Henry VIII of England were to re- 
main at home, keeping watch ami ward to maintain 
the peace of Europe and put down rebellion. Con- 
stantinople was to be assaulted amt taken by force 
of arms in the third year. 

But Maximilian never went forth on that distant 
crusade, for a farther journey awaited him, even 
beyond the unknown confines of that world which 
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he had hoped to conquer. His splendid health and 
strength began to fail in the year 1517, when he had 
scarcely reached the confines of old age, for ho was 
only fifty-eight. During the last few years of his life, 
his heart was net on t he accomplishment of two great 
objects. One, as we have seen, was the realisation 
of his lifelong hope of arming all Europe against the 
Turk, that common foe of Christendom. The other, 
which we shall next have to consider, was his pas- 
sionate desire Unit his grandson Charles should be 
his successor in the imperial dignity. 


CHAPTER XIX 



RIVALRY Of CHARLES V, HENRY VIII, AND 
FRANpOIR I 

1517—1518 
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I T wttH not until the autumn of 1517, after a 
permanent peace had been concluded with 
France, that Charles of Austria at length net forth 
from the Netherlands and arrived in Spain to take 
personal possession of his kingdom. He had no easy 
tank before him, and we cannot wonder that thin 
young prince of seventeen did not show the talent 
for statecraft which distinguished him in later years. 
Charles had previously sent over m Ida deputy 
Adrian l>ean of Louvain, his former tutor, a very 
worthy man, but who showed no more cleverness nor 
capacity than he did later as Pope, lie would have 
been utterly helpless without the strong aid of 
Cardinal Ximenos, who had been left Regent by 
Ferdinand of Aragon. 

Soon after hi* landing in Spain on September 19, 
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1517, Charity made the great mistake of dismissing 
the Cardinal before he had even met him, urged to 
this by tin* jealous influence of his Flemish advisers. 
This wise anil fearless ruler had shown the utmost 
patriotism and zeal in his difficult task ; he had 
laboured to make peace between the Flemish 
emissaries of Charles and the proud Castilians, he 
had kept the rebellious nobles at bay, he had revoked 
former unwise grants of Crown lands, and he had 
shown courage and diplomacy in his defence of the 
borders, continuing the contest against Barbarossa 
in Africa, and against the French in Navarre. Xi- 
menes died in less than two months after his abrupt 
dismissal, and there were not wanting those who said 
that his end was hastened by the contempt and in- 
gratitude, with whieh he had been treated by the 
young King who owed so much to him. 

Charles was left to face many troubles, rebellion, 
weary strife, and civil war in the near future, but the 
Spaniards were at first prepared to bow down before 
the rising sun. lie was crowned with much outward 
pomp at Valladolid on February 7, 1518, in the 
presence of the Cortes of Castile, who in an unpre- 
cedented fit of generosity, bestowed upon him the sum 
of 000,000 ducats, to bo spread over three years for 
purjmstis of Btate and government. But a great 
part of this money was promptly seized by the 
Flemings, who sent moat of it out of the country, and 
also took possession of all the great offices which had 
been held by Ximenes. ChBvres became Prime 
Minister, Jean le Sauvage was made Chancellor, 
William de Croy, a nephew of the older Chi&vres, 
15 



was promoted to be Archbishop of Toledo, and 
Adrian receive! the Cardinal's hat and the supreme 
post of honour in his former pupil's confab nee. 

The young King appears to have been much graft* 
find by the stately professions and triumphal entries 
in which he took part, for he write?, at this tune in 
high good temper to his aunt Marguerite, and she 
thus sends on the pleasing news to her father the 
Emperor : 

** Monseignetir, I received yesterday a letter from 
the King, my lord and nephew, who n* v.-ty well and 
governs with such happy success that it i» to his 
great honour and profit, lie is, I understand, think- 
ing of sending his brother Ferdinand from over 
yonder, about the month of April, which will give 
me great satisfaction. And with this news, my deeply 
respected lord and father, f pray th*l to give you a 
long life and n happy one." 

From Valladolid, Charles travelled onto Saragossa, 
where the Cortes of Aragon were imai unfriendly, 
ami expressed the indignation frit all over Spam at 
the honours which had been heaped upon the King's 
Flemish advisers. They contended that Juana was 
their Queen, and that this foreign hoy of seventeen 
had no rigid to the crown during the hfe of hi* 
mother, ft was only after months of contest and 
dismission, in which Charles had i«» grant all the 
demands of his subject*, that they at length allow*-*} 
him to he received as joint sovereign with Juana, and 
they reluctantly granted 200, lit Ml ducats, which they 
took care to appropriate to the payment «f Crown 
debts. This left Charles practically as j*»or as ever, 


anti lie wan in desperate need of money if he was to 
have any ehauce in the approaching election of the 
next King of the Romans. 

It was during this trying period, while he felt that 
lu* had mure than he could manage in Spain, that on 
August IB, 1518, he wrote from Saragossa to replace 
his aunt Marguerite as Regent of the Netherlands. 
This was announced in a formal edict in which the 
young King made full amends for his former neglect, 
and restored to Marguerite the care of the Great Seal, 
the right to sign all acts and deeds, with the appoint- 
ment of all offices. The edict begins thus : 

We make known the great anti singular love, 
affection, anti confidence that we have and bear to 
the person of our very dear Lady and Aunt, the 
Archduchess Dowager of Savoy . . . and knowing by 
true experience the great care anti solicitude which 
she has taken anti daily takes for the management 
ami conduct of our affairs in our law Countries, as 
much during l he time of our minority and youth as 
since, anti even since we have been absent from our 
said country, without having spared her person or her 
own goods, we to tins same Lady our Aunt, moved 
by these causes and others, also that she may be so 
much the more esteemed and authorised, and have 
better courage anti occasion to continue the care of our 
said affairs as she has done hitherto . . 

In Oetolmr 1518, this edict was fully confirmed by 
letters patent sent to the Council of the States, thus 
addressed ; 

** Chiirsct f&udx ”... “by placing in the signature 
these words * l*ar k Hoy. Marguerite,’ she will prove 
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that she has charge of the Seal of our finances, and 
that she alone will provide and dispose of the offices 
of our country over here. . . .” 

No one was more delighted with this event than 
the Emperor, who wrote to Marguerite to express his 
great satisfaction : 

“ Very dear and most beloved daughter, — W e have 
received your letters of the 25th of October, and by 
them we understand the honour and authority that 
our good son the Catholic King has recently made 
and bestowed on you, of which we are very joyful 
and have good hope that you will so acquit yourself 
to the good care, the guiding, and the conduct of his 
affairs, that he will have cause not only to be content, 
but will also increase your authority more and more, 
as your good nephew. In which he could do nothing 
more pleasing to us. So God knows, and may He, 
my very dear and much-loved daughter, have you in 
His keeping. 

” Written in our town of Weis, December 12, 1518. 

“ Your good father, Maxi.” 

Marguerite makes an allusion in her letter to the 
coming of Ferdinand, the younger brother of Charles 
and now a boy of fourteen. In sending him over to 
Flanders, Charles broke one of his engagements with 
the Cortes of Castile, who had made him promise to 
keep his brother in Spain until the succession was 
assured. This and other matters, especially the 
friction between the Flemings in power, and the 
nobles of Spain, did not tend to make his reception 
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in Catalonia more friendly ; ho was detained at 
Barcelona for months and had to undergo many 
affronts before hr could obtain a very small and in- 
sufficient grant of money. 

Meantime each province was jealous of the. other, 
and above all, of the continued influence of foreigners, 
while there was constant alarm lest, the young King 
should retire to Flanders, and leave Spain to be 
governed entirely hy hated underlings. This anxiety 
was well justified, for important events were taking 
plane in Germany, which would soon need his pre- 
sence. With this short outline of the young King’s 
first attempt sit government in Spain, we must turn 
away from his further disastrous adventures, as we 
are only enueerued with the history of Charles during 
the brief remaining life of his grandfather Maximilian. 

Maximilian knew that his days were numbered, for 
he had always taken pride in his medical knowledge, 
and he appears to have realised from various signs 
that his marvellous constitution was breaking down. 
He had been in failing health since the beginning of 
15 IB. Learned doctors were sent to him from Vienna, 
but be hud no confidence in them. As he tells us in 
his” Weisskilnig,” when he learnt the art of medicine 
in his youth, his teacher told the Emperor Frederick 
that he had learnt all that was known on the subject. 
In the famous “ Teiiertlatik ” which he wrote ho re- 
cords that twice he saved his life hy refusing to follow 
the mistaken advice of his physicians. 

When Maximilian left the Reichstag of Augsburg 
in the last week of September — two days before the 
arrival there of Luther — he bade farewell to his be- 
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me run, uuwrvrr, ne vorni ior Duanes.; m tms 
view ho was joint'd hv another Elector, Richard von 
Clreiffenlau, Archbishop of Tr&ves, always a supporter 
of France against- the national interests of Germany. 

However, the day before the Emperor loft Tr6ves 
he had persuaded four of the Electors to give their 
consent to the election of his grandson. Two of 
these were the Archbishop Electors, Albert of Branden- 
burg, Archbishop of Mainz, also of Magdeburg and 
Bishop of Ualberstadt, a patriotic German and a 
very powerful prince ; the next was the Archbishop 
of Cologne, Hermann of Wied, who was indebted to 
the Emperor for his high position. The other 
Electors were the Count Palatine, Lewis V, Joachim 
of Brandenburg, believed to las bribed by Francois I ; 
while the last of the great Seven Electors was the 
King of Bohemia, who was never summoned excepting 
to help in the election of an Emperor, 

It is quite true that the Golden Bull clearly forbade 
bribery in every form, but the reigning Emperor was 
in a position to grant dispensations for even bribery, 
no that he was in a hotter position than the young 
King of France, who had dared to come forward as a 
candidate, ** to the great indignation of all right- 
minded Germans at his effrontery.” * The great 
difficulty with Maximilian was that ho had no money 
for the needful bribery, and that he found it almost 
impossible to raise any. All his life he had been 
hampered in every undertaking by poverty, almost 
inconceivable for his splendid nominal dignity. But 
m Emperor, he received absolutely nothing and had 
» Ur. Stull to, " ImUutm an European Hietory," p.43. 
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Brabant, etc., Palatine of Hainault, of Holland, of 
Zeeland, etc. etc. 

Maximilian did not live to see tbe fruition of all 
his hopes, but he died in the comfortable assurance 
that all would be well with his grandson^ election as 
King of the Romans, which was actually carried out 
on June 17, 1519, at the great assembly of Frankfort. 
His prudent diplomacy in the marriage arranged for 
his second grandson Ferdinand, was to result in his 
possession of Hungary and Bohemia, with ultimate 
succession to the Empire. It is curious to remember 
how, in his most extravagant and wildest dreams, 
Frederick III, the father of Maximilian,' unwittingly 
became somewhat of a true prophet in his device for 
the flag of the House of Hapsburg. “A.E.I.O.U. 
Alles erdreich ist Oesterreich unterthan. Austrice 
est imperare orbi universo.” 

The Emperor Frederick himself was at the time 
a homeless wanderer throughout his own dominions, 
and the proud motto had no meaning for him. But 
so strong was the pride of race both in him and his 
son, and, we must add, so skilful were they both 
in their marriage diplomacy, that it was not far from 
coming true in the case of his great-grandson Charles 
V. There were dangerous breakers ahead for the 
ship of State at this time when we take leave of 
Charles, for the times had changed since the accession 
of Henry VIII of England, when he was the only 
young King in Europe, to contest with such veteran 
intriguers as Ferdinand of Spain, Louis XII of France, 
and the Emperor Maximilian. A few years had 
placed the governing power of the most important 
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CHAPTER XX 

DIET OF AUGSBURG, 1518 — DEATH OF MAXIMILIAN 

1518—1519 

Diet of Augsburg , 1518 — Maximilian's love of Augsburg, and its pleasant 
life — He was a general favourite — Refused admission to Innsbruck, 
he went on to Welg in Upper Austria — He calmly faced death and 
passed away on January 15, 1519 — Letter of condolence to Mar - 
guerite from Anne of Hungary and Marie of Austria — Poetical 
lament of Marguerite for the death of her father Maximilian . 

I N failing health, and with the desire of his heart 
still unsatisfied either by his grandson's election, 
or the starting of a Crusade, the Emperor Maximilian, 
with his usual gallant courage, showed a smiling face 
to the world. It is highly characteristic of him 
that during that last summer when the Diet of the 
Empire sat at Augsburg (1518), and refused to carry 
out any of his wishes, it was Maximilian who showed 
himself the life and spirit of the great entertainments, 
the banquets, and dances, hospitably given in honour 
of the Electors, the Deputies, the Ambassadors, and 
other guests. 

Augsburg had always been a pleasant, friendly city 
to him ; he had many friends there amongst the 
burghers, and their wives and daughters were most 
loyal and devoted to their beloved Emperor. His 
courteous, genial manner always made him a favourite 

235 





*»*• * ifc * m, * #** # •# * * » * * 


* m • # * 


».# #1. * #*> »*« « # «% 


with wmimui ntid It** «*n)oyr*l flour Hori**t\\ It w*a 
n^mil fur ill** tiitii H to w«-*i*r wib at tin* jniblif tinm-w* 
tint! it ih Haul that Maximilian u*k«**l lint tijuvial fri**ml 
fn flirty* tin* 11 Hu* of f h«*m on 1 1 1 1 ^4 n% In* Inn 

ti jir*wi$f ttn»*nl that to* woiihl isnv«*r hpp thrrn agair 

Whmi at length tin* H*u«'h*!Ag rlonmi, in Spgit«>ntb«'i 
it wan with ii hwavv In at t that tin* Kuijmror Inn 
tmviMif Iiim favourite mty am! ***t hath to hi* f mtiilin 
liiitititig*gnmnil^ m tin* Tyrol, fifthly with tli 
forlorn h**jw thnt In* might on* «* morn regain hi* Imilt 
mill utmngili in tin* jth*a*mrt*H of tin* rhino** whirlt h 
lttVPtl *i«i w**!l, Wlnm In* rnarhial Inimhrttpk, a min 
Itiiligmty await* <1 him ; fin* ga!*** wrr** ** again* 
Ina nnnjiany, ami tin* burghrm rrfiimal to r«v»uv 
him. Tin* < iuvprnnu'itt *4 tin* Tyrol tijijinam to huv 
linril t*n tin* wrgp of bankrupt*" y # am I hml not brr 
a bin to pay tip* inn talk* w hn h In* court n*r* hint on 
Irartnl* amounting to g| ,uoo guMcu, «w vnrul ymii 
Itrfnfn. Hu* inti’kppppr* ha* I timrrfofp *t cclinc* I t 
luifnrtiiin hi# ('uttrl. 

N«w Maximilian wan by no mean* guilty of pprwtn 
extravagant***, Ila wa* a l way* ituiat i 

hi# focal* mill In* wan tjtiiip frcr from tin* niitniiiiil %ur 
of drinking too nuirh, sinltirimt* among**! ilia f ««<rtutt 
prints## of liin day* I In* i Im f p-xjnowoi wwrn for In 
nrmmir, in whirl* In* took gmit pridr m bring tli 
fttcntl nuignifli «mt Im rnuld obtain ; for everythin 
iniiiftertrd math hunting, hur*«*H, liottnd*, anti la Iron- 
and fur fltr mmnttmmirc a mi I ruining of hi* laiiuii 
ktwxditm Up knew that hi* Ifiimicr* wrrr in u ha 
way, bill in* nnvcr really took the *§tie%f t«i$ of tmm**y I 
Imtti ; Ii* w<n» nontPiii to live from hand to motif l 


237 


DIET OF AUGSBURG, 1518 

and to borrow when necessary, chiefly on the security 
of his jewels. But his courtiers were notoriously 
corrupt, greedy, and extravagant. As a contemporary 
said of him. : 

“ His counsellors are rich and he is poor. He who 
desires anything of the Emperor takes a present to 
his Council and gets what he wants. And when 
the other party comes, the Council still takes his 
money and gives him letters contrary to those issued 
previously. All these things are against the Em- 
peror.” 

He was robbed by those around him, and money 
voted for his use rarely found its way to him. He 
was also generous to a fault, and when his purse was 
full for the moment, he was ready to share it with 
those who appealed to his sympathy. In fact he could 
never cut his coat according to his cloth, and long 
before the end of his life, he was hopelessly in debt. 
But notwithstanding this, his anger -was so roused 
against the people of Innsbruck that it brought on 
an attack of illness, and he could only continue his 
journey in a litter or by boat for many weary days, 
until he reached his favourite hunting-castle of Weis, 
in Upper Austria. When he arrived there, late in 
November, he was much worse for the journey, and 
it was soon evident that his end was near. 

He had doctors from Vienna, but they could do 
nothing for him. Before the end of the year he 
made his will, a most curious document, with minute 
regard to all dependent upon him, also concerning 
his burial, and above all with respect to the wonderful 
tomb which he had been preparing for years, and 



which hud hccu a constant source interest to 
him. The main idea of if was hi* own, ami nil the 
sketches ntul eastings for every detail had to he 
brought to him for hi* approval. The design which 
he ultimately decided ujhui was a life-sized figure «tf 
him*cU in a kneeling attitude on a massive bronze 
sarcophagus, having iirottml it twenty four picture* 
in relief, allowing forth lit* mighty deeds, Hut the 
i jurat curious feature of tin* wumlrtfnl tomb, was the 
desire of it* future itmuite to he surrounded in death 
by nil the heroes of hi* family, in full-sized statue*, 
who could he crowded ill, a* well a* a holy company 
of it bout it hundred saint* (on a smaller wide), whom 
he ventured to claim as his kindred. Amongst the 
heroes, Julius tit, war nod Charlemagne find a place 
in the llapshurg ancestry by the complaisance of hi* 
learned genealogists, but we ran only supjs.se that 
Themlorie and King Arthur were chosen as ancestor* 
by Maximilian himself. This immense design wa* 
never fully carried out, f«»r want of means, and 
rettutitiH unfinished to the present day a symbol of 
moat of the visionary schemes of our Kmj*eror. A 
fuller account of the great work will be given later, 
when the artistic aide of this reign is under con- 
sideration. 

With hia usual courage and strong religion* feelings, 
Maximilian calmly faeeil the approach of death, 
ilia eager interest in literature and art, especially in 
relation to the House of Hnpsbnrg, survived to the 
laat ; tut well as hi* warm sympathy with every 
member of hi* family. We have already seen the 
letter, almost the hint which he wrote, dated only a 
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month before his death, in which he sends his warm 
congratulations to his daughter Marguerite on her 
reinstatement by Charles as Regent of the Nether- 
lands. With splendid unselfishness, the dying man 
puts aside all thought or mention of his own condition, 
to rejoice in the well-deserved recognition of his 
daughter's valuable services. He had recently asked 
her for a portrait of his grandson Ferdinand, who 
had now arrived in the Netherlands, and was almost 
a stranger to his family. The boy’s likeness had 
reached him safely and given him much pleasure. 

Maximilian had also had the satisfaction of carry- 
ing out lately, in 1518, a marriage for his eldest grand- 
daughter Eleonora with Emanuel, King of Portugal. 
The marriage arranged for Ferdinand with Anne, the 
daughter of Wladislav II, King of Hungary, gave 
him great content, and it was ensured by the Princess 
Anne being already in his guardianship at Innsbruck. 
Her brother Louis, the heir of the kingdom of Hun- 
gary, was betrothed to Maximilian’s daughter Marie, 
so that the coveted throne of Hungary was doubly 
secured to his descendants. 

Cages of singing birds, and a favourite hound by 
his bedside, recalled those happy days of his past 
life, in the woods and hunting-grounds of his beloved 
Tyrol. He had always been an enthusiastic lover 
of music, and the attendance of some of his Court 
musicians had power to soothe his hours of weariness, 
in this unaccustomed confinement. When restless 
with mortal illness, the Emperor asked his devoted 
and learned friend the Doctor Mennel, if there was 
anything new and pleasant which he could read aloud 
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to while away the long, sleepless hours of the night 1 
Knowing his master’s ruling passion for the fame 
and greatness of his House, the faithful Menne] 
brought the chronicles of Maximilian’s ancestors and 
legends of the saints of his race, to which the dying 
man listened with calm content. As the shadows 
began to close around him, his spirit was filled with 
visions of that stately company he was so soon to 
join, and in whose roll-call of honour it was his last 
ambition to join. 

When the end was close at hand, he confessed, and 
received the rites of the Church with a tranquil mind, 
perfectly satisfied with his own good intentions, fox 
he and his conscience had always been the best of 
friends. His kindness and courtesy never failed 
him ; when the penitential psalms were sung by his 
death-bed, he made a sign with his hand for the clergy 
to be seated. He passed away before the dawn, with 
a smile upon his face, and his last wish was that his 
heart might be buried in the city of Bruges, with the 
beloved wife of his youth, Marie of Burgundy. 

At his death on January 12, 1519, Maximilian was 
not yet quite sixty years of age, but he was the oldest 
monarch in Europe. A genial, kindhearted, and 
generous spirit, he had many friends, and scarcely one 
personal enemy. Perhaps no one felt his loss more 
bitterly than his daughter Marguerite, who had always 
been so loyal and loving to him, and who did more 
to keep him in touch with reality than anybody else. 
With rare common sense, tempered by a fight touch 
of sympathy, she soothed his wounded pride while 
she pointed out how impossible it was for her to 




obtain tbe pecuniary belp which he required from the 
States, and she could even humour his vagrant fancy, 
in discussing the visionary scheme of his combining 
the position of Pope with that of Emperor. Her deep 
affection gave her such a real understanding of his 
character, that she could always influence him in 
matters of importance, and thus saved him from 
many serious mistakes. Throughout the long corres- 
pondence between father and daughter , 1 we see how 
close and intimate is their sympathy, and their 
mutual interest in the younger generation ; above all 
in service and devotion to the interests of the young 
Bang Charles — which it is now left to Marguerite to 
carry on alone. 

Amongst the letters of condolence which she re- 
ceived, there is one in Latin from Anne of Hungary, 
the betrothed bride of Eerdinand, written jointly 
with his sister Marie, aged fourteen, the promised 
wife of Louis of Hungary. It is written in Latin, 
and its expressions of dutiful affection are most 
charming and appropriate. 

“ Most Illustrious Princess and Lady, and our well- 
beloved mother ; we greet you with our filial love 
and pray for the continual increase of all felicity for 
you. In what grief and in what straits are we both 
bound, in this our tender age, owing to the sad and 
bitter misfortune of the death of our late lord, Maxi- 
milian Augustus, our lord and noble father, we are 
unable to set forth through the hindrance of our tears 

1 Hundreds of original letters of Marguerite are preserved in the 
Arohives of Lille. 
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that which was the will of immortal (loti should i 
wo think diajdease u* miserable mortals, rat her ahoi 
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Majeety wu dutifully weary with continual pray 
for the Rftfety of our fat her ’a soul, and a bo that 
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by her own hand.** 


We are tempted to wonder if an me learned tutor 
nee rotary Intd any hand m fhta stalely Latin Id 
of condolence from two aueh very young girls f 1 
then* waa a touch of nature in their d«*«»t«* h r t 
apet'dy coming *d Ferdinand, ’* the brother a 
bridegroom," who waa then with Marguerite 


jttituues' w m uy way oi D©mg a 

pleasing writer herself, and amongst her poems there 
is a touching lament in verse for her father’s death. 
The following is a simple, almost literal translation. 

THE COMPLAINT OF THE ONLY DAUGHTER OF 
MAXIMILIAN, EMPEROR, AFTER HIS SAD DEATH 

If it were possible, Celestial King, 

Fur me to blame Thy deeds and mules® be, 

My month Is ready and my grief consent* 

At his sole daughter and his only child. 

But none may dare to murmur against Thee 
Till he have lost alike all hope and faith, 

From which God guard me and His patience give, 

As from my childhood He was ever wont, 

U A tropes l From thee m m defence. 

With thy fell dart to ashes hast consumed 
The four great Francos whom I loved the best. 

Yea, thou hast murdered them before mine eyes. 

Two noble husbands were the first to paw, 



Thou tfwiit neither prince nor duke nor king# 
While for the fourth* O most outrageous Death ! 
Thou huftt put out the flower of chivalry 
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her nnlent jirnypr fur the runt iimnt grout m*** ** 
limine of Hnjwburg, whi«*h wn* silm«»»t »h dour t< 
m tin' milvntum of her loved «»»»«**» mud, Murgti 
nbuw* the mime eager deaire h«r rrtm-mbr«*u-e 
monumental glory an Mnximdian, a* no «m* r«u 
forget who him neon tin* beautiful dumb of 
With the atately totub of the Regent of the N* 
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lands ; her own chosen resting-place, with her beloved 
kinsfolk of the House of Savoy. Of this one of our 
own poets has written : 

So Kit, for ever rest, 0 princely pair, 

In your high church, ’mid the still mountain air 
Where horn and hound and vassals never come. 

Only the blessed saints are smiling dumb, 

From the rich painted windows of the nave. 

On aisle and transept and your marble grave 
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bo simple and earnest in his desire to please and 
persuade, we cannot wonder that he scarcely ever 
made a private enemy and that he was personally 
the most popular man in his kingdom. His genial 
courtesy was the same to all alike ; to the Princes 
of the Empire, and to the poorest peasant who met 
him out hunting, and delayed him with a petition.* 

Yet notwithstanding all his “ bonhomie,” no one 
would have dared to take liberties with him, for he 
was every inch the Emperor, although his con- 
descension was veiled by his unfailing tact and good- 
temper. Maximilian was an especial favourite with 
women of all classes ; whether it was a Countess 
Palatine who found him “ the most charming of 
guests,” or the citizens’ wives of Augsburg or Nurem- 
berg with whom he joined in banquet or dance; or 
tins peasant, women of the Tyrol who took charge of 
some favourit e hounds. Nothing delighted him more 
than to relieve t he dulness of his long Imperial Diets 
by joining in all the games and pursuits and enter- 
tui nmeuts of his people. When his skill won the prize 
with crossbow or arquebus, or any trial of strength, 
he was joyfully acclaimed as the victor and took all 
hearts by storm. He was a most kind and indulgent 
master, trusting all those around him and most un- 
willing to listen to complaints against them. This 
was a virtue which he carried to excess, for he was 
shamefully cheated by his courtiers, and even by 
some of his ministers. 

The Emperor’s good-nature became proverbial, 

* Hm " l>»« PimAeraitmeh, Kalaer Maximilian* 1.” Heraiugegeben 
v«i* lit. Michael Mayr. Innabrilek, 1801. Plate l to page 1. 



and many anmiotes are told it. it it» interest) 
to find a f rit*i ul ly illust ration »d tin* given by Kru*m 
who was certainly faii^‘«! in tin* opposing rump, 
far an religious matters art* concerned. He I 
story in his " Colloquies ” * »d n young courtier w 
having collected 50,000 florins, tody brought 30 , ( 
florins to Maximilian. Tin* Kni|it*ror received 
without any question, but t ho councillor* who wi 
prenent persuaded him to demand an account frt 
the young man. (1 lancing r*»und M the n«*emh! 
meeting, the nobleman foully replied that lu* v 
quito willing f*»d<» so, " if some of those present w 
were very ready at making up am h account* “ woi 
show him how it was d«»n«*. Maximilian was said 
have only audit'd at th« wit and presence of mi 
of tln$ rejoinder, and asked fur m» m»re. 

Luther also allude* to the humorous good tenq 
of the Kmpfror, m tin' following anecdote : " 

ffrtatn bfggar stopped hint »m hi** wav, and appeal 
to him for hflp on tin* ground that ' all m«*n wr 
brother*.’ Maximilian smiled ami gave him 
penny, wit h I In* remark : * Wrll, my frnmd, go ai 
mk all your other brother* for tin* like sum, and y< 
will bn richer than your Kmp**r«»r.' 

In his " Colloquta Menxaha," Luther has »in4h 
story to toll of his sympathetic natnrf. '* It was 
flint speech of Maximilian tin* Kmperur ah«*r» wi 
b« comforted King 1’hihp ho* son, whti deeply h 
Wfttled the death of a godly, a faithful, and t 

1 u C4m|mm «f Kn»mw.“ tawkint l*y S. Hmly, I*»n4w, ta> 
Vat. tf. p. IT,. 
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honourable man, that was slain in a battle. His 
words were these : ‘Loving Philip, thou must 
accustom thyself to those misfortunes, for thou shalt 
lose yet many of those whom thou lovest.’ ” » 

Luther never met Maximilian, who left the famous 
Biot of Augsburg two days before the arrival of 



the universal friendly feeling towards him. 

As an instance of this, wo are told that when 
Maximilian was still King of the Romans, he lived 
for some time at Nuremberg, and entered into the 
pleasant , friendly life of the city with a genial cordi- 
ality, which made him extremely popular. “ When 
about to depart, we are told that he invited twenty 
great holies to dinner ; after dinner, when they were 
all in a good humour, the Margrave Frederick asked 
Maximilian in the name of the ladies to stay a little 
longer and dance with them. They had taken away 
his boots and spurs, so that, he had no choice. Then 
the whole company adjournal to the Council House, 
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frequent dwappointmentH whieh In- met wish, i;, ti 
described by the Venetian nmhuHHador, in I4M 

'* lli* seldom or never di#eu*ae* with any mu* what 
luii* in hand «r due*, especially tn nnjiortnnt matter 
Thif* wan quite Inn* and win* a fatal error of jttdgmc 
He would often draw up important document* entir 
with hi# own hand, without consulting h«« mimsti 
or dinettaaitig the matter with foreign andwwadi; 
KO that they were indignant at being con* tan 
taken hy surprise. 

Another serious defect as n ruler win hi* want 
perseverance in a scheme begun, whieh may hi 
arisen from the faet that mi further cojudderatr 
lie MW both widen of tin* question. Still, to the wo 
it gave him a reputation for inconstancy of purp 
mid often had disastrous result# ; «.<> on the t 
occasions when he raised the siege of Padua and la 
of Milan, without giving not ire to hr* allies or 
own generahi, It wan f hi* apparent fickleness 
temper whieh marie King Ferdinand say ; * 
Maximilian think# of a thing, he also believe* that 
in already done." Another criticism of hi* eoiiduri 
that of lamia XII : " What thi* King nay# at night, 
doe* not hold to the next morning," And Quin 
the Venetian Ambassador, writ** : " In thi* a 
he spring* from one decision t*» another until n 
and opportunity are past , and thu* he win* fr**m 
men a light enough reputation." 

** He took ml vi(St> of I • A ale I Vet h*heV«d r\e: 
body," and hi* emotional and capricious nature l 
no chance in statecraft agaiiutt the deeply jH.hut » 
greedily aelf -snaking prince* of Italy, who t**> of) 
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wed the trusting Emperor as their tool. If he was 
not much more successful, as a rule, in the character 
of general than in that of statesman, yet he was a 
high authority on all matters of horsemanship, 
fortification, and artillery, in which last his inventive 
genius made great improvements. He devised a 
method of making cannon portable, and had light 
field-pieces constructed which were as useful in 
pitched battles as the heavy cannon were in besieg- 
ing fortified walls and castles. He also did much in 
improving his cavalry by lightening their armour and 
weapons, in contrast to the heavily laden horsemen 
of Italy ami France. But his greatest triumph was 
in organising the German foot-soldier into those 
splendid companies of Landsknechto which soon 
became the terror anti admiration of all Europe. 
This great work he began in the early days of his 
Burgundian wars, when he had to do with undis- 
ciplined and disorderly men, whom he trained with 
such r.eal and skill ; until his infinite patience and 
devotion were rewarded by their growth into the 
finest soldiers in the world. 

He discarded again here the heavy armour so 
cumbrous for the medieval soldier ; he rejected 
the heavy, useless shiekl, ami chose for the chief 
weapon, an ashen lance often eighteen feet long — 
which made such a forest of spears when his men were 
in close army, that they could defy the onslaught 
of cavalry. A certain number of his company 
retained their halberds, and others were armed with 
the lightest form of firearms that could be made at 
that time. The result was excellent, and the men 



ltd vitality, that we cannot wonder at !*»«% pnMtuii 
wire for every kind «f dwtmetion. A *jden 
onemiui and an adejit at ail km^htly jmmu 
i« woa an eager to ho fif*t m tilt and tournament 

0 «how hinwrlf the braveet and m*n*t advent ur< 

1 bunUmen. Them are amaning tradition* *4 
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wonderful st rength ; lie could send an arrow through 
u wooden plunk farther than any one else, he could 
break a horseshoe with his hands ; unaided he could 
slay a great boar with his sword, and he could spring 
from his horse, pick up a wounded man and remount 
with lam. Ptrkheimer relates how once, in the Swiss 
war, when the soldiers were exercising, Maximilian 
hastily dismounted, saying that he would try his 
hand, and did better than any of the gun masters 
in shooting with the cannon. 

He hated idleness, and when other men would be 
content to enjoy their leisure, his active mind was 
ever busy with some new problem, if it was only to 
show an armourer in Innshriiek how to fit a now kind 
of screw to a cuirass ; or to invent a fresh bit for use 
with a hard-mouthed horse. He quite agreed, by the 
by, with that soldier of fortune, the first Sforza, 
about the serious danger of a hard-mouthed horse. 
In everything connected with his stables, ho took the 
greatest personal interest, and when he was asked 
why he did not leave sueh matters to his Master of 
tlm Horse, be made reply : “ A nail holds the shoe, 
a shoe holds the horse, a horse holds the man, a 
man holds a castle, a castle holds a land, and a land 
holds a kingdom," * 

We shall dwell elsewhere on the Emperor's literary 
and artistic pursuits, but even in these practical 
matters, we see that he used his brains as well as his 
physical strength and skill. This keen interest in 
everything had its dangers, for it produced a certain 
restlessness of mind which does not conduce to the 
• ** WwMltflaiy,” 106 . 
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t*»wn« aiming r.mdi other. TSi«*r«* w.i.-» a Judge 
by the Kmj*«-rur, and t.th« r i un't n|**-r »», 

til knightly buth, and ih«- *-f j*« r Si, ill, barni-d 
law.'* The Wiii !*• **>! permanently at. l»‘r, 

mi l|j*« M41 it, and U\*id«v* other niijmitsuit 
the Judge had the j*m«r «d burning the 
tin' Empire, in I !»*•> mime «d the Sovereign. 

In r»n*i»lt*rAi ion «4 Maximilian haling mad 

c«»nr<ciM»i«»it* t*» i.l»t* muse »d H«d..nn, the m* 

the " l«>iiiiiu>N iVntiy.*' Tin** w a* an early a 
nt regular taxation ; <» lax «»{ half a gulden 
It'Vlni nil I'Vi'iy five hit ltd r gulden, and ! 
jwuri*r rk*w*, nvity twenty four people aim 
iige t»f filtn'n t .<nt rd-ui**»i one gulden. Hi 
jilittt did not prove very oatodaetory, mid a 
nit end during the reign id t harle* V, 

AH I ItiVMi and ut ltd imititutmn* made (<i| 
n nd progre**, mid although, is«twith »iandti 
iilf»*ttum|H effort* id Maximilian, In* very great 
wrn* iibtAiixil itl tin’ time, yet a higher ideal i 
tijj, mid t*i xMittn extent reuh*nd by later gnim 
Him example wt by Maximilian in orderit 
government id hi* AmUriun land a wi»* hdluv 
hi* vaM«U id every degree, with the result tl 
more powerful prime* b«-« atne peat rfid ru 
civdiml Stated, white the knight* in their ini 
CAMtlu* »r eUewhrfe, gave up the old habit* *4 I 
And robbery. Hut the m***t n<»tuh}e re*u!t $» *Js 
the wonderful growth «d the tawii*, whu-h Max 
fir *t helped to (oxter in every wav, Tim j»-|» 
of Nuremberg wan doubled during the »ixt* .»i, 
Jury, with greatly inrrnuol conduit and n 


s!( 

that great spiritual revolution, was to give new 
strength to the national idea, giving Germany fresh 
motive* for independence. It was due to the in- 
line nee* of Maximilian’s time, and in no small degree 
to himself, that in the long years to come, there 
remained a German nation which had handed on the 
great traditions of the past. 

This mnv not have been the Emperor’s definite 




TVflY m MAXIMILIAN* K WuKKti t t«K ” WKlMrtgmUl 


tJ»w4«gy, iuu»iv, the «M-rult jiiwl pjM#rt 
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Maximilian was the first of his race to show any 
interest in literary pursuits, and the enthusiasm with 
which he devoted himself to art anti learning, heartily 
encouraging the new spirit of the age, caused him 
to be welcomed by the scholars of the time as the 
ideal Kmjx>ror of Dante’s vision. Before reaching 
this broader view of the. new culture in Germany, 
it will be interesting to study some of the writings 
for which Maximilian himself is responsible. 

1 1 . ....... . t t e i * > » i • * . « i 






thill *' WJj.lt WV llUV** of til*' * WfJ '-killiii' * i » UWjUi 

tumably tin* work *4 Maximilian Itimu* 

with th«* «4 ii |H*ru«tu of t he lit 

Hint MfoniJ jiurta." W«* ran *|mt*' nndrmtund th 
with tin' many demand*. |ier«»nal and p.-hinal, i 
hi* turn', 1»«* would often aiiujdy 4ut.il*' »t ruiij 
t*i*j»y t*» one »4 la** ,***•»■ return-.’*. 

In tin* earlier «»( thin Imtorv, we have ulmu 
hud «*«•«• ;»M**n t*» quote }»i»i I** of th** \\«u»'4.iin 
dtwerihiug th*’ I’ducut ion *4 th** young juuice, n 
mi nrruuitt *»f lit** Wonderful j»rufit iem y in nil hr»in* l 
of learning. In thi»i glowing record w *• :•<••• h* 
firmly ronvineed Maximilian wu* that !»«• emild 
iilltnmt everything hftirr than any living '-«ul ; 1 
only rival* wouht hi* •’••in*’ f*w uniong<*t th*’ (.mu. 
dead. In whorl , il it doe* n«»t ulmw m* th*- man 
Wit*, it i* illuminating in m* far a» if fdioWH n** t 
tliilti h»’ thought h*’ W*i».*. 

Hut the great ehurni and value of the ” Wei»ukuntj 
roii»i*l* in th” beautiful illuj*t ration * t<» th«* t«- 
two hundred and fifty exqutute woodcut* and » 
graving*, of which more than >» hundred were 
flu? hand of Hun* Hurgkmuir, on*’ of th** «m»l *1 
lillgtlldl”*! Iirtl»t* of lh*’ Augaburg School, Kv* 
event. deaerihed in th** " W«'ew*kunig ** *tundw hk< 
vivid arene before u*s, io* f*»r instance in the jn«-t» 
of " Thu King of th** St«**d (l‘hirle» of Hurgnnd 
and hi* only daughter Mutt**.” Jlere we «**<* t 
Duke witting on a kind *4 *«rv”d thron** un«i”i 
broeaded canopy, in flowing r«*l« ”» a diadem <<n 
head, holding out hi* hand and evidently a*ldre«n 
Marie, who aland* before hint in tlu* quaint « o»tu 
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period, tho lung sweeping skirt, the sleeves of 
itilT rich material puffed at the shoulder and 
Kiw, the hair in braided bands on each side 
face and surmounted by a small diadem, to 
:»cr rank. The Hour has a bordered carpet, 
to back of the picture is filled with a long 


curious open fireplace with a carved canopy above 
it, from the centre of which hangs a massive chain. 
There is a window of two high narrow divisions, 
t he woodwork inlaid like the fire canopy, and through 
the panes we see two tall frees and in the distance 




i uemne 


/me h|H 


with hulid** rtrrirtJt. 

All t he }>u I urr *, wh«t h<r by Borgknmr, bv Lcutilm 
|Wk «»r «*t l*«*rw, ur* - extremely rur«4ul m th«- ttunuti 
detail#, which ttu doubt Maximilian huutell Huggevt 
and frit touted. AtuidnT very delightful w««h!» 
in called ** Maximilian and M ine do Ikturgugm* tew 
tng rarlt other (lettuiin and KMiuth." The f w«» you 


with n broad omul turned over near the 
r» m the pii-t ure tii the Kmj* r«*r Frederic 
md, treated in a j*,»thHie maim 

sr Woodcut represent* the httje FrtUfeaa .11 
», the daughter of Maximilian, being " Ur 
* blue King,* tmm XI *4 France." She i 
hree yearn old ut the time, but i* rej.re.Mm 
ratting Court dree# of brocade, with the si 












virtuous daughter, who m to marry the most noble 
and deserving of hor galaxy of suitors. On her 
father's violent death, the fair Princess Ehrenreich 
Imran that, by his will the Ritter Teuerdank is her 
chosen husband. Blue sends a letter to summon him, 
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in liradly peril, hut hn maken no attempt to help Mm, 
possibly because he knows that all must end well, 
and t hat he is only required as a witness to the amazing 
adventures which befall his friend. 

For meantime, the Evil One has set himself to 
delay the prince and lead him astray ; and he makes 





I * prr*rrv«-«i m t in* tr;un 

} Thu* N‘«*. L’l) »f T.u« r 

f i thi* way, 

| | On n rrftaitt lvw*t 

| • stuying at WVjrrimrg, 

! ; r«‘«utv»ii 1*1 *«i «»ut **i 

i r>jEjH*tliti*.n<* *•»« tin* Y+v. 

\ | «hnmt»i« whnh 

'• prrripirn on tin' far** i 

5 tn«n*t 4 tu»i?**rmi** j*l *« «*, 

f i wh<ni th« Kmprmr f< 

; _ awful tlt**r*»|il, tin* Af 

{ him on. I’nfurtunat** 

w«*rr all t«»rn > 

{ bilgr, ararrrly a l«**t i 

\ takn it »t«*p furwar«| 

toumlnl »u«l h«*w »hlrri 
hut a fmrful 4 rath. 
f; " It WrtH impu**thh' 

. > mountain-top nbovn, 

rum'*, »tul tin t** Wi»<* 
A thmuintn) Irrt ilium 
| nothing, wi*trh«**l hu 

thw ilrAillv jtml ««f ! 
] whal«*d«y* atiii night 

in tmh-r that th« hfr 
into the htrAM'il a till l 
follower* in a loud v« 
by urtmtly haml*. th 
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[thin appears, from tradition, to have been the top of 
the Martinswand], so that if his dying body could no 
more be fed with mortal food, yet his heart and soul 
might be nourished through the Heavenly sight. 

“The pious prince was obeyed with all diligence, and 
in all the towns and villages near, universal prayer 
was offered up for his rescue. The answer to these 
petitions was not long delayed. When Maximilian 
on this monstrous mountain found himself cut of! 
from all human help, and there was nothing for him 
but to t urn to the. Immortal God, his Redeemer ... of 
a sudden he beheld near him an unknown youth in 
peasant dress, who approached him with out-stretched 
hand. . . . * Be thankful, my dear Prince, that your 
fear of (*od and your virtue have been seen by Him, 
and now, put your trust in Him Who can help you 
and follow me, for f will take you down safely.’ They 
descended, and when the ground was reached, the 
guide disappeared and was seen no more.” In memory 

# « * ft i I If., • ^ 4. 



adventure - t ** tin* man who was jn*t grow 

tug » nil of t hr youth -personified hv the »dl''g*»riea 
personage I 'infill’*, who take* t In* pjao*- of Fiimtttij 

in leading Teuerdank into danger, \V« Imvc mor 
peril* by hunt and se« , by swollen rivers and motm 
tain avalanche* mu I other f wl danger*, buntiu; 
attti climbing ncridents, the meeting of two Stun 
in l ■tri’fht which had escaped from their but ur 
driven back by 1 1*** sword «<f Teuerdank. Th« r 
art' cannon which explode, ship > which arc alums 
wrecked, peril* by fire and water, but through thru 
till the young hero continue* t* » distinguish him-**!! 
Not Until Canto 71, are hi* doubt* awakened rum mi 
tng Cm fab, whom he drive* away from bun, only t 
lie persecuted to th«* etui by Nenbdhard, who repre 
sent* Jealousy, th»* deadliest of unseen enemies, nu> 
lent)* the young I Vim** mt*» ; till nmr«* f**nful risk 
and entanglement*. The gallant Teuerdank paw 
victorious through every ordeal, by the grace *>j hi 
inward virtue and the mighty strength of l*.ve, On 
more trial await* him, f««r lie receive.** » iu**«age froi 
hia Prince** and i* abo le*l by a heavenly guide, t 
lead a Crusade against the Inthb-b, whom be prompt 1; 
compter* and they tteroine hi* v«*w»b, Not unti 
all till* t* Hceontpliidotl doc* the gallant young Prim- 
at length arrive, in a huh* of honour an* I g!«a •> , to ih 
Court of Khrenreieh and i« reward*-*! by the h«pp 
marriage with hi* Prince**, So end* Cunt** I (It. 

This romance wan very popular in its day, and h»u 
splendid editions, with the wonderful illustration* 
were published at intervals after the death *4 Muxtnu 
Uan. So large a proportion of the adventures u> thi 
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work have to do with hunting, that it will be con* 
venient to make mention here next in order, of a most 
interesting book recently discovered, the “ Geheimes 
Jagd-buch,” 1 Maximilian’s “ Sporting Chronicle.” 
Some writers affirm that this is the only book written 
by his own hand, while others say that it was written 
under his direction by his Master of the Game, a Carl 
von Spaur, 1499-1500. In any case this was certainly 
one subject concerning which Maximilian did not have 
too high an opinion of his own knowledge and skill, 
and on which he was probably better qualified to speak 
than any one else. This book again is enriched with 
fascinating illustrations, and tells the story of Kaiser 
Max’s keen enjoyment of sport in the mountains of 
North Tyrol. 

Perhaps at the present day, we can hardly conceive 
the passion for sport which was so universal in 
those days. As Michelet says : 

“ Toute la joie du manoir, tout le sel de la vie, 
c’etait la chasse ; au matin le re veil du cor, le jour 
la course au bois et la fatigue ; au soir le retour, le 
triomphe quand le vainqueur siegeait a la longue table 
avec sa bande heureuse.” 

Indeed so excellent and perfect was this enjoyment 
of the chase, that the enthusiast who wrote the 
popular handbook of that day, “ Phoebus on Hunting ” 
(Gaston de Foix), looks upon it as almost a heavenly 
joy, and declares that : 

“ There is no man’s fife less displeasab'le unto God 
than the life of a perfect and skilful hunter, or from 

1 Beautifully printed by Thomas von Kurajan, 1859, 2nd edition. 
With modern German translation. 



winch inure g«n»4 cometh. I In* first rras *n is tin 
hunl tug cause! h a man tuewhew the seven 4eatlly sin 
Se*»ft4ly, men are belter when ruling, inure just juj 
Uii4»*r;4nmlm« , . . fur tin* health of nun iiml iusmnj 
Kiir whoso fleet h the seven tb sully sin* ns we heliwve , , 
he shall be nnvetl, therefore a goml hunter shall t 



4 « 0 f to be foutiU in any *4 the localities mentioned. 

As fur *iresM*. we have a sinking picture of tl 
Emperor himself when h»* received il«e Duke an 
Duchess ul Milan near Ibnnw m HIM*. lie utrivni i 


the old IbinsliciiiM* Alilwy «4 Mai* in the early muri 
iug, with the gay muaic of hunt mg* horn*, t In- part 
lixl by » Imttdml MiUn t* un foot with long l.*nve 
then fifty Ucftimn l«*nl* in hunting garb, with b»h-».j 
ini their wrists. Maximilian follow*-*!, ■% Mute] 
figure in hi* simple gn y cloth tunic un4 purple v. lv. 
cap, ft hull'll •kilt hanging over hi* thigh* and tl 
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badge of the Golden Fleece on his breast. He always 
enjoyed combining diplomacy and hunting, and once 
when he had to meet the Venetian ambassadors, he 
suggested giving them a little sport on the way. 

The letters to his daughter Marguerite are full of 
allusions to this passion of his life. In February 
1508, he writes her a delightful invitation in Latin to 
come and join a hunting party at Urach, a little town 
in Swabia with a fortified castle. When the Princess 
is requested to write to Henry VIII to solicit the 
pardon of the Duke of Suffolk, she is also to request 
that, the King “ will give our fair nephew, the Duke 
of Wurtemberg, two handsome female dogs and one 
male.” Maximilian takes as much interest in the 
appointment of a new master of the wolf-hounds 
(louvetier), as in that of a bishop. When he retires 
with his army from Italy in 1510, he looks forward 
to ” taking a stag on the way, and having an imperial 
day." The same, year, in the midst of all the anxieties 
of his war wit h Venice, he writes with keen delight : 

** We took yesterday, four great stags in the morn- 
ing anti five herons, after dinner. Wild ducks and 
herons we take every day in any number . . . for there 
are so many wonderful things here, and a whole 
aviary in this beautiful country. . . . Please God that 
you may some day see our hunting warren and aviary 
over here, anti this fair country full of all delights. 

“ Written by our hand, the I2th day of June 1510 . 

“ Your good father, Maxi.” 

On another occasion, he begs his daughter to send 


him is! uivri* tin* famous fa I - oner, A«*rl van M«*«*ghif 

“ our frit-nil ami faithful »'!t«jusr»\*' aha two other h 
i-um-ri with all tlu’ir lur*K ntnl In- will pay nnvthi. 
to satisfy th«*m. Ih’ barns with great ■♦atmbnir 
that lii-H putiiliitli diaries also lovr.s tin* noble sj.ii 
of hunt nil'. In tin* muhlh* of a serious war in t 
Ni*thi*rhm»lrt, w*«* ltn<i him nrtwling th«* most inmv 
tlm*etinn« as to where a sperm l rouph- of hottmis # 
to h»* kept in a rot tag** »n tin* Tyr»*| a ml what is to 
iloin* with their puppies. In an autograph h*tt 
In* make** eager us.jmry about a rertasn young th 
buck, whirh a jo a aist woman m a remote Valiev 
tin* Tyrol wo* keeping f«*r him, a mi In* promises a ** 
life** rnrh to some peasant./ ssn<vi, if they will ji 
mnnh* lh«*»r hnshmwi a i».»t t<* jto.v h t hi * ran* gati 
whit'h it wits his highest titulnt nm to shoot with I 
efosshow. 

On mailing it 11 this ♦•otr«-s|M,twl«*iM*w < w«* begin 
uiitlrf stautl what a kern ami cut husm, stir sjairtsui 
tin* Kmjicrur prov***! himself. tin hi« hunting i 
peth lions, no exertion of Unwoinlort was !*«.» gn 
for him ; if tlu-r«* were in* * » ul<* *.r even a voting** 
thi! luughbuurhtxsl, In* wotihl !»*• ijuit<* content tosh 
in a rough log-hut, high uj* amnl th»* mountain ante 
From his b«*4 *4 straw , In* woithi ** t f«»rth before 4 h 
iiml rhmh tin- snowy rnlg«*, with *-r«inj*o»is on lus f*< 
in jnirstiit of tin* rhainois, un*l w < ha* e lh«* lo 
wonderful m rotints **f h»s «uiv>-ntut< s m t Ins parte- u 
•port . 

It wan » most perilous matter t«. rhmh tin* m**t 
tAm-siiln atul appruaeh n«*ar enough to tin* « hanna* 
kill ilium other by throwing « short ja v ehn «*r i» pie 
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them with a long spear. Sometimes in those days, 
dogs were used on lower ground to drive the stags and 
chamois towards the huntsmen. Once with a cross- 
bow he shot a chamois 200 yards above him, another 
time he caught one in a deep chasm which he had 
descended to rescue a friend. 

There is a curious incident represented in one of the 
pictures, where a chamois swimming across a river 
is caught in a net ; while waiting by the bank is 
Wolfgang, the Court Jew, wearing a turban and a 
yellow sash, with a bundle of documents in his hand. 
He has come to demand the payment of the money 
for which the Emperor is indebted to him, and his 
canny perseverance is rewarded at last, for the ducats 
are paid. 

In his passion for sport the Emperor’s endurance 
and hardihood were amazing ; it is said that when no 
possible shelter was near at hand for the morrow’s 
hunting, he would set forth in the middle of the night 
and cover enormous distances on horseback, getting 
back sometimes only after thirty-six hours in the 
saddle. We are told that he possessed the enormous 
number of fifteen hundred hounds of all kinds, and 
the finest falcons in the world for his hawking, which 
was always a favourite pursuit. He was also fond of 
fishing and wrote a handbook on the subj ect. He was 
so naively proud of his accomplishments, that he had 
been known to draw a line through the signature 
“ Kaiser Max,” and to replace it by “ Great Hunts- 
man.” 

The people in his hunting lands of the Tyrol were 
devoted to him, for his sympathetic tact in personal 
18 



tmniw quality. An nntviiotr t* uM t.4 him t 

nil ufM' lUVa-Mofl wlirli }|t* W*4* iU|t luili! }$t* 1*4111 

h«q?fi«ir living by tht* rna«Nub% nn*t ft 

hi* burnt* • h«- KiiVt* tli*’* jwHir tn%n %% inn f <* drink it 
hi* own Ibtnk, wr*i|»jwt| !m *mn warm tmutflk mi 
linn, ii lit i thru r**b* in ha.*!* l<* tli*" n^ir-mf vill 
In mimtnon n |»ri*v*t , 

TImhi King *4 Austria *haU -iwray* rrjinn* in 
j*r«it |ih**inuf«vi *4 %vn**h‘raft, f <*r tliy health mul 
fftvduttg, ant) fnf tin 4 «'««m(ur! i4 tia V Mibjmtn/* i 
th«i t4 a Tyrol***** j^tit n»n, iiin} *4iuwn 

fr»vtii41y ftwlintf with whnh Maftitnihan frffiirtl 


CHAPTER XXIII 


HIS BOOKS ILLUSTRATED BY ALBRECHT DtJRER AND 

OTHERS 

Other literary umks of Maximilian Qmealogy of the Home of Haps 
tmry $ n ** Saints of the Family of Maximilian “ Triumphal Arch ” 
and ** Triumphal Procession” magnificently illustrated by Albrecht 
t Hirer amt other# The exquisite u Book of Prayer ” of Maximilian, 
the gem of Albrecht /Mirers work > fully described. 

I T whs not only the Chronicle of his hunting feats 
and other brave deeds, which Maximilian was 
eager to behold set forth in quaint black letters and 
adorned with marvellous illustrations. He was a 
Hapsburg above all things, and the desire of his heart 
was ever to increase the honour and glory of his noble 
House. Thus it was that it occurred to him to trace 
the origin of his family from the shadows of the dis- 
tant past, and to have a complete Genealogy drawn 
out of all his ancestors, at least as far back as the 
Flood. He set about the great work in serious 
earnest, and a number of learned men were engaged 
for the task of research, while general orders were 
given to seek and examine all the old manuscripts 
in the monasteries of the land. 

It was presently announced by some scholar that 
the Emperor's Frankish ancestors must have been 



th.it the connection wax established that Mnxitnili 
was descended from Priam King of Troy, lint tin 
seemed to l*e some missing branch m n geuculugit 
tree, it ml the Hapsburg Prime was so very partied 
th»t he mjniml I mm the learnt 4 *! men |*r* « »!#* of th 
statements. He evidently had m* sense uf huttui 
on this subject, for he seriously demanded nliNuh 
certainty with regard t*» the desrent of hi*i anrrsi 
Clovis fruin lli'i inf uf Troy. Dr. Jacob Meunel, w 
was t hief in authority, mm! that he had received t! 
information from the Abhot Trithemms of Sponhei 
Attain t he libraries were sear*hed, hut without surer 
il tut fit hist a new hue of descent was starlet! . Th 
the learned Doctor Htalmi*, j»oet , mathemutieir 
and historiographer, pointed out that HOW years w« 
filled up by only two historical jicrsotutgr* natn 
** Amprinta*,'* ant! that they must have reached 
Very ml Viiliced age. 

On tins, the learned doctor* quarrelled and a Inn 
each other, as only such scholars can, until Mem 
found himself obliged to give 11)1 tail h geiieahig 
and begun with another, where Hector of Troy v 
again brought in, and this time both Maximilian a 
his learned scholars accepted the new theory. 

An atmtsittg story i* told t*f the Kmperor** CVn 
dealer and friend, Kunx von tier Hewn. He one »j 
called up two tramps, a man amt a woman, from i 
street ami took them to Maximilian'* r*a* m wl*< re \ 
genealogical work was going on, " I present tb 
kinsfolk to your Imperial Majesty, for y«*u are id 
dMcended (turn Abraham, and I would piav you 
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bestow pensions upon both of them.” The beggars 
were promptly ordered out, but Kunz only laughed, 
and exclaimed: “Dear Kaiser, and thou, Mennel, 
are you not a pair of fools ? Is it possible to trace out 
for the Emperor a long Genealogy without finding 
many disreputable relatives ? ” 

It is interesting to notice that when Ma ximilian 
obtains his information through Bible history, he is 
very much afraid of falling into heresy by accident. 
He therefore appeals to his famous University of 
Vienna, and inquires whether he has done right in 
tracing his descent from Noah to Sicamber, the grand- 
son of Hector 1 Thereupon a Committee of the 
University is formed and a solemn inquiry is made. 
The result is a very discreet and judicious document, 
in which interrogative notes are placed against various 
names. With regard to Sicamber a very clever plan 
is carried out to avoid giving offence : 

“ Quia autem fuit ia Sicambrus quern Turnus 
genuerifc nihil quod afferimus habemus certi.” Un- 
fortunately Maximilian died a month after this report 
was finished, and we do not know what he thought 
of it. 

In the " Weisskunig,” Noah appears as an ancestor 
of the Hapaburga in the direct line, a fact “ which 
had been forgotten and old writings neglected and 
bat, until by sending learned men without regard to 
cost, to search in all cloisters for books and to ask 
all scholars, the Weisskunig had proved it from one 
father to another.” 

The illustrations for the “ Genealogy ” were pro- 
duced by the famous Hans Burgkmair, and consist 



rtf willy |*>rf r ut * *4 Miitimiiiaii’rt ri*pul 

anvi'iivr*. Th»-** wm* imt jnjbh4mi util t! aft«*r 
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Another Uw.k, nul«Av*.rtliv f««r rMiitnini 

i III engraving* by Burgkinuur. planned » 

tarried mil with tmt«*h pious interest l>v t hr Kuifter 
It was f «t rnii»i»i« , int>r*»l*’ all I In* Saints belonging In I 
family «4 Maximilian l, and w«* are amacsl to (ttu 
ixibb* mid Indy »«*mj>.»tsy, fr*»m ••very land and **%*» 
»g«% Tin' following i»r*' a few «4 t !***> »n*"»f famil 
iiitiii'-i : Tim Blessed Adelaide Kmpr* «* «4 (dermal 
Hi, Hat laid*’ Queen «4 France; Hi. Bridget , Abbess 
Kibl i ; Hi. f ‘unegniute, wife «4 the Kmpemr H» nrv 1 
Hi. KIimI M’th *4 Hungary ; Hi, 1 »udule, Virgin, 
Brabant ; Hi. lied wig Bitehe.*.* »4 Fuland ; *1 
Blessed »ili' *4 Charlemagne ; 

Uadegond** Queen *4 1'i.iisii- , Ht . V* r<»nu, Ytrgi 
and Hr. I Timlisi. Ill the saintly iwn, we may «n»*i4i« 
Ht. Charlemagne Kmjmror ami King »4 France ; 
f luvi# I, Ht. l)ag<d«ert, Hi. l*nu* IX, Ht. H*»l» 
Ht. Higebert, all Ktnji* *4 France. AW» the follow 
King* *4 England : Hi. Ivlgar, Ht. F4m«nd, 
Kthdbert King *4 K<nt. Ht. Oswald, and 
tiirhard King «f tin* Anglo HaXon* ; Hi. Henry 
Holy Human Kmper«»r, Ht. !«adi«k»* I King *4 II 
g«ry, Ht, !,*•<» IX I’lijM*. Ht. Wrnce.slau* Duke 
Bohemia, Ht, K**n»y Bishop «4 Hhrun*, Hi, Th«»w 
Archbishop *4 Canterbury, Ht, W»4fgi 
Bishop i4 Battalion; rlr. etc. It mwi have r«*jus 
a grrait Dtr^U'k *4 imagination to include these i 
Other Mint**! eh»rart«?r», to t h** number *4 1 
amongst the kindred uf Maximilian ! It i* mdce 
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strangely mingled company— with only the one 
connecting link, of saintliness — who thus “ claimed 
kindred here, and had their claim allowed.” 

We must now touch upon the splendid works de- 
signed for Maximilian, when he was fortunate enough 
to obtain the devoted service of Albrecht Diirer at 
Nuremberg, during the years of 1507 to 1514. In the 
gorgeous “ Triumphal Arch ” (Ehrenpforte) we find 
ninety-two large woodcuts combined into one immense 
picture, to which the great artist gave two years of 
his life ; it includes all the ancestors, mythical and real, 
of the Emperor, as well as a number of illustrations 
of his adventures. The same idea was carried on in 
the “ Triumph Zug,” and finally in the “ Triumph- 
wagen,” which was only completed in 1516. Of this 
magnificent procession of triumphal cars, sixty-three 
woodcuts were drawn by Albrecht Diirer, while the 
remaining seventy-four were the work of Hans 
Burgkmair and Leonhard Beck. The illustrations are 
34 inches wide and 20 inches high. 1 

This superb procession, which was to present Maxi- 
milian to the world as the highest of earthly princes, 
remains a lasting monument of his great position, of 
his territorial possessions, his wars, his conquests, 
his pleasures, bis Landsknechts, his huntsmen, his 
jesters, his musicians, the fair ladies of his Court, 
combined with allegorical figures to represent every 
human and imperial virtue ; some on foot, others on 
horseback, or grouped in triumphal cars drawn by 
strange animals. 

Of the letterpress we are told : “ All that which 
* The original ia in the Hoi Library at Vienna. 
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til tin' wonderful woodcut*. 

The jiroerjwnm boymi* with » tonyiufnrnt ll«*rn 
who rule* gallantly forward mi u iun*»iv<* rhurg 
[»i«t proclaim* all the tit Ira of th«* Emperor’* v 
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Kd«*r. Anthony **t !>aimt»tadt, who*** Irnnner prnut 
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m main* count m-* for the valorou* Kui|**r«»r Mu 
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comes next, with the usual number of five huntsmen 
on horseback, followed by five magnificent stags 
walking in a line. Then comes the same display for 
a wild-boar hunt, the men with swords, spears, and 
hunting-horns on foot, and five wild boars follow 
walking abreast. So the pageant of sport continues, 
and we pass on to the Triumph of Music. Here we 
have the most splendid cars, with five musicians in 
each. One in which they play on the lute and the 
" rebec " (violin with three strings) is drawn by two 
elks. The next, where the five players have pipes, 
trombones and trumpets, is drawn by buffaloes. 
Now comes the car drawn by a camel, in which the 
choir-master plays the organ, and we have the 
" regal ” (an instrument then newly invented). 

A splendid car of “ Sweet Melody ” follows, drawn 
by a dromedary. It contains musicians who play on 
the drum, the “ quintaine ” (like a long guitar), a 
great lute, a rebec, a violin, a loud flute (hautboy), 
a harp, and a large loud flute. All this has led the 
way to the car which bears the music of the Court 
Chapel, which is drawn by two bisons. Herr George 
Slakong Bishop of Vienna, the Chapel Master, is seated 
in pomp, surrounded by his choir. 

We must hasten on, for time and space would fail to 
give any just idea of the magnificence of this triumphal 
procession ; but we may briefly allude to a few more 
of the most interesting. In the car with the Jesters, 
drawn by two wild horses, the place of honour is taken 
by Kuna von der Boson, the Court Jester, a great 
friend of Maximilian’s, whose life he saved more than 
once. It is followed by ears filled with Fools (drawn 


tlrws* of Hiu it'nl Hwnhinh-'t, iiiul many uth»-r 

nml striking jaunt »s l In- « «u »* tnvn 

niont tutnttin «h-tuil of rustuiw, which vnri«*H 
tho Kmjnm. Tim M of Fencing u lu| tit 

njHirta are 4t«wn with *h«»rt st«vi*.s, lances, h 
hattl«**nx*'n„ tiriiwn swords, miked knives, »4ue 
nahn*#. In i ho rejiresentattvo,* *»f Tourney »: 
tttg, wo find the must r»»*njde|e and ujti*r»-atiH, 
Mentations »4 iinetent armour and w»*aji»»ii« of * 
iitui also in tin* sjdendid jiictures displaying 
ntnl Tournaments, laitut’iknerhto from every ju 
horn kitt bearing I ho magmfirent imats-of-nri 
flu wing banner* of all the groat h*rd* of the 
mnt it* feudal vwwmh. 

We are overwhelmed with *ueh gorgemt 
tuficenre, mid »at» understand t !»«• 
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nection with the great artist, without giving some 
account of his most beautiful and exquisite work, in 
the artistic decoration of the Emperor’s private 
Book of Prayer (Gebetbuch). This was Albrecht 
Diirer’s last commission for his beloved master, with 
the exception of some portrait sketches, and is indeed 
the most precious, the very gem of the master’s work. 

In a copy of this Book, which is now in the Royal 
Library of Munich, forty-five leaves are decorated 
with marginal illustrations and ornaments drawn 
with the pen. No description can give any idea of 
their marvellous beauty of design and wealth of 
artistic invention. On the broad margin of the 
vellum pages, t he master has drawn the most sublime 
and heavenly figures, fabulous monsters and real 
animals of all kinds, pictures from life, and the most 
glorious designs of twining plants, with flower and 
fruits, which spread out luxuriantly in every direction. 
A few bold strokes seem to have magic power to bring 
before us dreams of beauty in fantastic ornaments, 
which curl lightly round the words they illustrate— 
sometimes a decoration on one side of the page, 
sometime* a vignette at the foot. The first page, 
which expresses trust in God’s protection, is illumi- 
nated with a rose bower where animals are playing, 
and in the midst, sits a man in tranquil content. 
There are prayers in which St. Barbara is mentioned, 
and she appears as a lovely young princess, and St. 
George, as a knight in armour, with uplifted spear in 
his right hand, while his left hand holds the neck of 
the conquered dragon. 

Later on where, in the text, is a prayer to be said 
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words “ Therefore will we not fear, though the earth 
be moved,” are illustrated by exquisite designs of 
birds in the spreading branches, a child-angel bearing 
fruit, a dog at play, a column erect, and a man in 
peaceful sleep. For the ninety-eighth Psalm, “ 0 
sing unto the Lord,” we have a company of musicians 
making solemn music outside the town, while their 
gladness is carried on by tho waving foliage of trees 
in the meadow. On one occasion, the Virgin Mary is 
drawn on the margin in her fair youth, folding her 
hands in childlike prayer, while an angel holds a 
crown over her head and a fascinating little cherub 
plays the lute at her feet. Then, from time to time, 
follow pages with every variety of delicious ornament, 
figures in jest and earnest, and vagrant climbing 
plants fading away into mystic curves and flourishes. 

At the beginning of the Te Deum is a most ex- 
quisite design. St. Ambrose the composer stands on 
one side, a stately figure in Bishop’s robes, while 
below, the child Christ rides over the earth, an angel 
making ready the way before Him. Only a small 
selection can bo made of the marvellous beauties of 
this unique book where " the genius of Albrecht 
Diirer has surrounded petitions breathing the spirit 
of the monk and the crusader, with a wealth of 
marginal ornament filled with tho joy of life and 
beauty, as it woke in the Renaissance.” 1 These 
exquisite drawings conclude with a picture which 
illustrates the words quoted, being radiant with joy 
and gladness in every touch, where youths and 
maidens dance together in an earthly paradise, to the 

1 It. Van Dyke, American Review. 







CHAPTER XXIV 


THE TRUE GREATNESS OF MAXIMILIAN 

fkg gmdmm of Maximilian mmt fully shown in his warm encourage- 
mmi of the mm spirit in art and literature— He restores and renews 
the University of Vienna German Humanists in Strasburg, Augs- 
burg, and Nuremberg -»•« Maximilian encourages music , art , archi- 
tecture, «fr, >«//** stately tomb at InnsbrUck— His greatest title to 
rcmcmimm.ee m the km and admiration of his people, 

W E have followed the course of Maximilian’s 
eventful life, we have studied the various 
works by which he hoped to live for posterity ; but 

in none of these, interesting as they are, do we find 
his true greatness. The Emperor’s claim to the 
gratitude of his country and of future ages, lies in 
the whole-hearted devotion with which he led the 
onward movement of his day and encouraged Litera- 
ture, Art, and Science in their newest development. 

It is interesting to notice the vital difference be- 
tween the Renaissance in Italy, where it was aristo- 
cratic- and courtly, and in Germany, where it took 
root in the soul of the people. The spirit of Italian 
art was a revolt against ascetism and a revival of 
splendid paganism, full of the “dear love of earth,” 


ut MMtlmtit* fh«' North* rn mi mi tun 

ii»ff Ht««rnlv tnt**lb , *tii4l m>4 i*thii*ul |»nr|M»j»«‘ 
wait mnjnmi fr»»m tlm first with a mom) uii 
i'U’rtl. I* wa* fitly r*j*r*\n«*nt. A I* y th**- »t*rtuitH 
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ttji thn timlatoA n( tit *fntit thinker* in 1 

coRAintvnt wh«il»*. TIip Ktnji»«ior ha«! almuly 
hii» power of organisation ut t!»»* *|4»*»s4»A w 
ftMfuriitK the University of Wnnu, win* h, tn 
had almost fallen into 4«*t av during th<* *t»! 
war with MaUltiiut of Hungary, when tin" lit 
Frederick III wan driven from hi* capital, a w* 
ami an mttoaat. 

Maximilian net himself to the difficult task *4 

* tl a tg a r , B umi |* 5*n f 




funning the narrow clerical scheme of teaching, to 
the broad and liberal methods of the new Humanists, 
who soon took the leading part in Philosophy ; and 
before very long, the Medical Faculty threw off the 
bondage of Scholasticism, and studied anatomy and the 
laws of disease, from actual experience rather than from 
monkish tradition. The Emperor desired that severe 
penalties should bo inflicted on foreign physicians 
who showed themselves incapable. We have already 
alluded to Maximilian's encouragement of the study 
of Homan Law as well as ecclesiastical. Besides these 
studies he established three chairs for Mathematics, 
HUetoric, and Poetry. The crown of the poet was 
given by him, in 14911, to Cuspinian, one of those 
delightful wandering scholars of this period, who had 
been attracted to the restored University of Vienna, 
like so many others. He soon began, to give lectures 
on his favourite subject, in which he drew attention 
to the writings of Cicero and Sallust, Horace and 
Virgil. Eager to obtain the best professors for- his 
University, Maximilian summoned Italian Humanists 
from across the Alps. But these were not so success- 
ful iis the German professors who succeeded them in 
1497, when Celtes and Stubius were appointed pro- 
fessors. 

Conrad Celtes deserves a special mention as a scholar 
of great learning and experience, who hadstudiedinthe 
chief universities of Germany and also in Italy, where 
ho had become wise in all the doctrines of the Humam 
inis. As early as 1487, he had been crowned poet by 
Frederick HI at the Diet of Nuremberg, and after 
ten years of study and travel he was promoted by 
19 
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the future, so that attempts of France will be vain, 
to win over or conquer us.” 

He was employed by the Emperor to recount the 
grievances of the German nation to Pope Julius II, 
and later to consider means of redressing their wrongs, 

** without touching religion.” 

Another man of letters who had a great reputation 
in his day was Sebastian Brant, a famous German 
Humanist, city clerk of Strasburg. His most popular 
book was the “ Ship of Fools ” (Narren-Schiff) which 
was circulated by thousands amongst all classes; 
being brought within their reach by the invention of 
printing.* In this curious allegory, which fearlessly 
attacks abuses of all kinds, the satirist describes the 
Ship of the World, laden with fools whose destination 
is *' Narrgonia,” the Fool’s Paradise. On the way 
thither, it is wrecked by Antichrist, and the travellers, 
at the mercy of the waves, seek shelter as best they 
can. With tins as his plot, Brant pours scathing 
condemnation on the evils which he sees around him. 
He declares that all classes are to blame : merchants 
are dishonest, they have short measures, light weights, 
pass false money, soli lame horses by craft, and imita- 
tion furs for real ones. He passes on to dwell on the 
failings of rich and poor, in which the clergy come 
in for their full share. 

He has a strange theory that printing will upset the 

world, and he describes the sea after the wreck as 
strewn with books of heresy. Yet Sebastian himself 
can scarcely claim to be orthodox, for although a deep 
moral earnestness pervades his jests and satire, and 
* First printed in Basel, HM. 
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direct trade route from Venice and the East, was 
greatly beloved by Maximilian, who spent here many 
of the happiest hours of his life. Frequent Diets were 
held here (151M), 1510, 1518), and there was not only 
a taste for Italian culture, but some of the chief mer- 
chant* encouraged the ardent study of the classics. 
The most noteworthy scholar of Augsburg at this 
time was Conrad Peutinger, who was singled out by 
the Emperor as ambassador, and secretary, with the 
additional honour of presenting formal orations 
whenever necessary. In intellectual and artistic 
matters, he soon became invaluable to Maximilian, 
who was a keen judge of talent, and neglected no 
means which would place his country first in every 
art and science. 

He encouraged Peutinger to collect and publish old 
German inscriptions, and the two friends worked 
together in the discovery and classification of ancient 
coins, of which a very fine collection was brought 






He was also expected to know all about armour and 
arms of war, and to see that the Emperor’s minute 
dir ections were carefully carried out. He was even 
asked to select names for the new cannons ; a hundred 
famous ladies of antiquity being suggested. 

Maximilian does not appear to have availed himself 
of the art of Hans Holbein, the most distinguished 
artist of the Augsburg school, but this was probably 
because he was a wanderer and in such great demand 
in other countries. 

Nuremberg, the third centre of German Humanism, 
is in many ways the most interesting, alike for its 
beautiful churches, its stately buildings, merchant 
palaces, and picturesque streets — as for the many 
distinguished names which composed its literary circle. 
Amongst many names well known to fame ; histor- 
ians, mathematicians, Hebrew scholars. Humanist 
preachers, poets, and painters — we may mention 
Meisterlin, who wrote the Nuremberg Chronicle, 
Osiander the theologian, and Hans Sachs (1494-1578) 
the cobbler poet, who wrote an elegy on the death of 
Luther, but is best remembered by his satirical poems, 
“ The Land of Cockayne ” and the “ Children of Eve,” 
in which he gives a fantastic story of ten imaginary 
children born to Adam and Eve after the Fall. 
Speaking of the death of Abel, Sachs gives a striking 
scene between Satan and Cain, but neither the 
humour nor the satire of his works would appeal to us 
much at the present day, although they were ex- 
tremely popular on their first appearance. 

In that atmosphere of free thought, we are not 
surprised to hear that Johann von Staupitz — Yicar 
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of Luther’s Augustinian Order, a Humanist, deeply 
imbued with the views of earlier mystics, such as 
Lekart and Taulor— preached a series of sermons 
f Nuremberg in 1516, which had an immense success. 
In these he warned men against trusting too much to 
confession, for only the Grace of God could ensure 
llifiia Justification, His sermons were printed in 
German as well as in Latin, and a society was formed 
for their study in Nuremberg, which was joined by 
Albrecht Diiror and many of his friends. A year 
later Staupitz wrote the work, " On the Love of God,” 
full of the same mystical teaching, which he dedicated 
to the sister of Maximilian, the Duchess Kunigonda, 
of Bavaria. 

But the chief friend of the Emperor in this city was 
the distinguished merchant and Councillor, Wilibaid 
Pirkheimer, with whose enthusiasm for learning and 
his joyous happy nature, Maximilian had so much in 
common. In this intimate friendship, Albrecht Diirer, 
of whom so much has already been said, formed a 
third. His letters to Pirkheimer, during his absence 
at Venice, are full of characteristic sympathy and 
close observation ; most interesting to read. 

Pirkheimer is one of the most typical figures of 
the German Renaissance. He was educated in all 
the Humanities, law, letters, and art, at the famous 
Universities of Padua and Pavia, and not only gave 
his sovereign the advantage of his diplomatic talent, 
but was also prodigal with his wealth in the service 
of his country. It is impossible to give any idea of 
the charm of his character or the broad range of his 
intellectual powers, in this brief sketch. Yet the 




GREATNESS OF MAXIMILIAN 297 


to a splendid height of musical attainment. He it 
was who is said to have set to music the pathetic 
poem “ Innsbruck, ich muss dich lassen,” which 
tradition attributes to the pen of the Emperor. The 
Court organist, Paul Hofheimer, was one of the first 
musicians of the day, and he did much to raise the 
science of organ-playing to a high level in Germany. 
In short, the music of the Court Chapel was famous 
throughout Europe. 

Of Maximilian’s interest in Architecture, we have 
many examples in the various castles which he built, 
and churches and palaces throughout the land. 
Perhaps one of the most interesting, is the royal 
palace at Innsbruck, built after his marriage with 
Bianca Sforza, and famous for its “ Golden Roof,” 
built over a beautiful oriel window with two-storied 
balconies. The delicate balustrades are decorated 
with carved armorial bearings and massive shields 
in marble, while on the second floor is a sculptured 
bas-relief of the Emperor Maximilian and his two 
wives, and seven coats-of-arms of various provinces 
of the Empire. 

As for the “ Golden Roof,” it is composed of 3,450 
tiles of copper-gilt, and is said to have cost 30,000 
ducats (about £14,000), and has always been the 
pride of the city. 

The kindred subject of sculpture leads us to con- 
sider the final and most magnificent memorial of the 
Emperor Maximilian, in the Hof Kirche of Innsbruck, 
where his kneeling figure, resting upon a great sar- 
cophagus. of marble in the nave, is the centre of a 
mighty pageant. The four cardinal virtues are in 
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this magnificent tomb in the Hof Kirche, is illustrated 
in a pathetic manner by a few words in the “ Weiss- 
kiinig.” Maximilian was once blamed by a noble 
of his Court for spending anything upon “ remem- 
brance,” as that was money lost. This was the 
earnest reply : 

“ Who doth not make for himself in his life re- 
membrance, he has after his death no remembrance, 
and is forgotten with the toll of the bell. And there- 
fore the gold I spend for remembrance is not lost, but 
the gold I save in the matter of memorials is a lessen- 
ing of my future remembrance. And what I do not 
finish for my remembrance in my lifetime, will not 
be made up for, either by thee or any one else.” 

The same thought is thus expressed by a modern 
poet : 

He died, and in his place was set his son. 

He died, and in a few days every one 

Went on their way as though he had not been. 

Yet may we not believe that the Emperor did 
something towards attaining this “remembrance/* 
his heart’s desire ? For the memory of some men is 
enshrined by tradition, not so much for their great 
deeds, as for a certain charm and glamour by which 
they were surrounded. And surely this was notably 
the case with “ Kaiser Max,” 1 although to those who 
remember his faults and his failures, he may be looked 
upon as a visionary idealist. His devoted people- 
forgot everything but his splendid valour, and the- 
matchless charm of manner and sympathy, which 


1 As bis people loved to call bim. 



memory was chensued as tue typical xlero-tsjng. 
It was thus that they sang of him in the popular 
Volklied, with which we bid him farewell : 

First among earthly monarcha, 

A fount of honour clear. 

Sprung of a noble lineage, 

Where shall we find his peer T . . . 

He stands a bright example 
For other Princes’ eyes. 

The lieges all appraise him 
The Noble and the Wise. 

His justice is apportioned 
To poor and rich the same. 

Just, before God Eternal 
Shall ever be his name. 

And God the Lord hath willed it. 

Our pure, immortal King, 

And welcomed him in glory 
Where ceaseless praises ring. 

Our hero hath departed. 

Time’s sceptre laying down, 

Since God hath, of His goodness, 

Prepared a deathless crown. 1 

1 Quoted in Geiger, 46 Renaissance und Humaniamus,” p. 345. 
'Translated by R. W. Seton Watson. 
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